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SOUTH AFRICA 
Government-ANC agreement 

Negotiators from the government and the Af- 
rican National Congress (ANC) reached an 
important agreement in constitutional talks 
ending in mid-February. Although few details 
of the agreement were made public, it ap- 
peared that the two sides had agreed to hold 
multiparty elections by April 1994, with any 


party securing 10-15 per cent of votes to be 
represented in a coalition government. 


There was some confusion, however, as to the 
precise nature of the agreement. Both State Presi- 
dent F. W. de Klerk, anxious to avoid the further 
alienation of the mainly Zulu Inkatha Freedom 
Party, and ANC president Nelson Mandela, facing 
a threatened revolt by radical ANC members, went 
to some lengths to deny that a “power-sharing” deal 
had been struck during the bilateral negotiations. 


Available details of the agreement indicated that 
the government had made a number of com- 
promises on key points. These included acceptance 
that a new constitution would be drafted by an 
elected sovereign constituent assembly where all 
decisions would require a two-thirds majority (it 
had previously insisted on a 75 per cent majority — 
see p. 38897). The government also agreed to aban- 
don its proposals for a rotating presidency in favour 
of a single president [see p. 38850]. However, 
several questions remained unresolved, including 
the length of the mandate of the national unity 
government and the mechanism for decision-taking 
in the Cabinet. These decisions were left for dis- 
cussion at renewed multiparty talks, due to begin 
on March 5 with a multiparty planning conference 
followed by a multiparty conference along the lines 
of CODESA (Convention for a Democratic South 
Africa) which had been abandoned in June 1992 
[see p. 38948]. 


The agreement was rejected by Inkatha, which later 
said that it would not participate in any forum 
which “resembles CODESA”, although it was pre- 
pared to negotiate about “entirely new delibera- 
tions”. On Feb. 19, however, with the government 
and the ANC insistent that they were prepared to 
proceed without Inkatha, the latter confirmed that 
it would attend the planning meeting scheduled for 
March 5. 


Cabinet changes 


In what was widely regarded as a move to 
prepare the ground for the country’s first 
multiracial elections, President de Klerk on 
Feb. 20 reshuffled the Cabinet with effect 
from April 1, reducing it in size and for the 
first time appointing non-white Members of 
Parliament (MPs) to Cabinet posts. 


Five ministers retired who were, according to a 
statement from the President’s office, “selflessly 
motivated by the recognition that we are now en- 
tering a new and election-orientated phase in the 
political process”. They included Minister of 
Defence and Public Works Gene Louw, whose 
responsibilities were to be added to those of Justice 


would assume Coetsee’s responsibility for the Na- 
tional Intelligence Service. Correctional Services 
and Housing and works Minister Gen. Magnus 
Malan, a former Minister of Defence who was 
demoted in 1991 as a result of the “Inkathagate” 
scandal [see pp. 38318-19], had announced his 
intention to retire from politics earlier in the month. 
Jac Rabie and Abe Williams, both members of the 
(“coloured”) House of representatives, were ap- 
pointed to the Ministries of Population Develop- 
ment and Sport respectively, while Bhandra 
Ranchod, a member of the (Indian) House of dele- 
gates, was appointed Minister of Tourism. De 
Klerk indicated that he had considered appointing 
an African minister, but had decided that such an 
appointment would have proved “counter- 
productive”. 


The ANC reacted by saying that the “co-option” of 
“discredited and discarded” figures from the exist- 
ing parliament “is not non-racialism and the world 
should not be deceived that it is”. 


Inkatha parliamentary 
representation 


The first days of the new session of the tricameral 
Parliament, which began on Jan. 29, were marked 
by a number of defections to Inkatha, giving it its 
first official parliamentary voice. 


Jurie Mentz, a senior National Party (NP) MP from 
Natal, became the first defector from the ruling 
party when he announced his decision on Jan. 28. 
It was seen as evidence of concern in the Natal NP 
at the government’s recent more aggressive stance 
toward Inkatha. It also gave weight to the Inkatha 
campaign for regional autonomy for Natal, Mentz 
declaring that “we in Natal would prefer to be ruled 
by our own people and with Dr [Chief Mangosuthu] 
Buthelezi as our obvious leader based on voting 
power”. On Feb. 2 Mentz was joined by Mike Tarr 
of the Democratic Party (DP), who declared that it 
was “time white South Africans walked that extra 
yard and joined predominantly black organiza- 
tions”. On Feb. 16 Farook Cassim, a member of the 
House of Delegates, left the Solidarity Party to join 
Inkatha because, he said, that party supported 
federalism unconditionally. 


Abolition of Own Affairs system 


In his address at the opening of Parliament on 
Jan. 29, de Klerk announced a major reform 
of the Own Affairs system, under which the 
affairs of the White, Coloured and Indian 
population groups were handled by different 
departments. 


He admitted that the system was “expensive, frag- 
mented and racially based” and needed to be trans- 
formed into an “efficient, cost-effective and 


non-discriminating decentralized system”. He said 


that as of April 1 the Own Affairs Health, Agricul- 
ture and Local Government departments would be 
abolished and their functions assumed by the De- 
partment of General Affairs. He added that while 
the remaining Own Affairs functions, including 
welfare and housing, would continue to be control- 
led by the appropriate Ministers’ Council, they 
would be transferred as soon as possible to general 
departments. He also announced the phasing out by 


mid-year of the President’s Council, with its power 
to override the decisions of the Parliament. 


Government rights charter 


The government on Feb. 3 published its pro- 
posals for a charter of rights which were im- 
mediately rejected by both the ANC and 
Inkatha. 


Under the charter’s terms the only absolute restric- 


tion in government powers would be prohibitions 
on the use of physical or mental torture or inhuman 
treatment; on the creation of retrospective offences; 
on the indemnification of officials for unlawful 
killings or injury; and on detention for more than 
10 days without the approval of the courts. Other 
rights could be suspended on declaration of a state 
of emergency or could limited by legislative 
amendment. The draft document stated that nobody 
could be prejudiced, solely” on the grounds of race, 
colour, language of sex, but failed to explain the 
qualificatign. It also suggested that the death pen- 


alty, since- lithited as an option of sentence to 
extreme caSes@nd in no case carried out since then 
[see p. 37232}, should be reimposed for certain 


crimes. The“ANE condemned the charter as a 
“prescriptic p for: maintaining white privilege” 
which failéd to guarantee economic rights, such as 
the right to employment, health care and housing. 
It also emphidsized its view that such legislation 
should be adertethy an elected constituent assem- 
bly rather than’decreed by the government. In a 
statement on Feb. 6 Jnkatha said that the proposed 
charter did not meet “long suppressed needs, wants 
and aspirations”. 

ANC newspaper 


On Feb. 1 the local press reported ANC plans to 
launch a daily newspaper in June. The decision was 
made after an undertaking by Roland “Tiny” Row- 
land, chief executive of the Lonhro multinational 
trading conglomerate, to support the venture. 


Wl Last article p. 39256; reference article pp. R21-22. 


LESOTHO 
Major Cabinet changes 


On Feb. 12 nine ministers lost their posts 
following a decision of the ruling Military 
Council to dissolve in stages the Council of 
Ministers before the forthcoming general 
election. 


Maj.-Gen. Elias Ramaema, chairman of the Mili- 
tary Council, who retained his Cabinet responsi- 
bilities (Defence and Internal Security; Public 


Services; Youth and Women’s Affairs; Cabinet _ 


Office), said that only five ministers would remain 
in office and then only until further notice. They 
were A. L. Thoahlane (Finance, Planning and 
Economic Affairs); Col. Molefi Khoele (Health; 
Tourism, Sports and Culture); Col. Alexander 
Lesole Jane (Water, Energy and Mining); Col. 
Papai Mthakathi (Employment, Social Security 
and Pensions); and Maj. Meharensin Habe (High- 
land Water and Energy). 


A general election due to take place in November 
1992 had been rescheduled; a new date of March 
27 was announced in January [see p. 39260]. How- 
ever, continuing conflict between the traditional 


authorities and the Military Council over the mon- _ 
archy prompted fears of a further delay. On Feb. 21 
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the Military Council warned the public to disregard 
an invitation from an influential chief for the people 
to gather in Maseru on Moshoeshoe Day (March 
11) to decide who should be king. In early February 
King Letsie III, installed by the Council in Novem- 
ber 1990, had reportedly repeated his willingness 
to step down in favour of his deposed father, Mo- 
shoeshoe II [see pp. 37238; 37306; 37843]. 

@ Last articles pp. 38995; 39260; reference article pp. 
R13-14. ss 


ANGOLA 


Failure to hold talks - 
Escalation of civil war 


As intense fighting in central Angola resulted 
in thousands of deaths, a second round of 
peace talks between the government and the 
rebel National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola (UNITA), scheduled to 
begin in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on Feb. 7, was 
repeatedly delayed because of the absence of 
the main UNITA delegation [for first round 
see p. 39257]. 


The three international observers to the peace talks, 
from Portugal, Russia and USA, declared on Feb. 


13 that if UNITA did not set a date for talks within : 


three days, they would “draw whatever conclusions 
they deemed suitable”. This ultimatum was re- 
jected by UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi, but on Feb. 
20 UNITA declared that it was “available” to attend 
further talks, which were then arranged to begin on 
Feb. 26. 


On Feb. 23 the three observer delegations issued a 
statement insisting that the fulfilment of the May 
1991 Bicesse peace accord [see p. 38180] was the 
only political solution to the conflict and also that 
the September 1992 general election had been 
generally free and fair [see pp. 39082; 39128]. 
They declared that “solutions are within reach of 
the government and UNITA”, and that they would 
recommend an “appropriate international response 
against those who insist on being an obstacle to 
peace”. 


The talks were cancelled on March 1 when it 
became clear that the main UNITA delega- 
tion, whose arrival had been postponed sev- 
eral times, would not attend. The observers 
were very critical of UNITA and said that they 
would consult their governments about their 
next moves. 


These diplomatic efforts took place against a 
background of fierce fighting in the strategi- 
cally important city of Huambo, in central 
Angola. 


UNITA had besieged the town, once one of its 
strongholds, since January [see p. 39256], and by 
the end of February between 10,000 and 13,000 
people had been killed in the (still inconclusive) 
fighting there. 


Internal divisions in UNITA 


On Feb. 3 six UNITA generals in government 
custody announced their decision to rejoin the An- 
golan Armed Forces (FAA), the new national force 
from which UNITA had withdrawn in October 
1992, a week after its establishment [see pp. 39128- 


29]. They said that they had not been coerced; that 
there were no longer reasons to remain outside the 
FAA; and that they were anxious for the fighting to 
end. However, they refused to say whether they 
were prepared to fight against UNITA. 


On Feb. 18, 10 of the 70 UNITA members elected 
to the National Assembly in September 1992 [see 
pp. 39128-29] took their seats, saying that they 
were “choosing peace and dialogue over war”. 
They were insistent that they remained members of 
UNITA although they declared that they were op- 
posed to the party’s “warmongering leadership”. 


UNITA angrily accused the government of exert- 
ing physical and psychological pressure on the 
officers and deputies. 


Controversial devaluation 


On Feb. 24 President José Eduardo dos Santos 
dismissed Finance Minister Salomao Xirim- 
bimbi and Sebastiao Labrador, Governor of 
the National Bank. Their duties were tempo- 
rarily assigned to Trade and Tourism Minister 
Emmanuel Moreira Carneiro and Generoso 
de Almeida, Deputy Governor of the Bank, 
respectively. A press communiqué explained 
that the dismissals were the result of the two 
men “exceeding their authority” when they 
devalued the currency by 91.71 per cent on 
Feb. 1. 


The devaluation, an effort to narrow the gap be- 
tween the official and black market exchange rates, 
brought the official rate as at Feb. 1 from 
US$1.00=580 kwanzas to US$1.00=7,000 
kwanzas. It provoked widespread criticism from 
the local business community as well as from sev- 
eral members of parliament. 


i Last article pp. 39256-57; reference article p. R3. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


Concern at delays in peace 
process 


Increasing concern was expressed at the slow 
pace in the implementation of the October 
1992 peace treaty [see p. 39129]. On Feb. 18 
Don Matteo Zuppi, one of the official media- 
tors during the peace negotiations, warned 
that apparent small delays could have serious 
consequences. He also reported that Afonso 
Dhlakama, leader of the rebel Mozambique 
National Resistance (MNR or Renamo), was 
equally concerned. 


Under the terms of the October treaty, the demo- 
bilization of troops under the auspices of the UN 
was to have begun within one month of the par- 
liamentary ratification of the agreement, which had 
taken place on Oct. 9. However, by Feb. 15 fewer 
than 100 of the 7,500 UN peacekeeping troops had 
arrived. On Feb. 4 Aldo Ajello, the UN Secretary- 
General’s Special Representative, indicated that 
the delays had been partly the result of difficulty in 
finding governments prepared to provide troops for 
the UN force. However, he insisted that the prob- 
lems in the implementation of the Angola peace 
accords would not be repeated [see this page]. He 
said that he was confident that the two sides were 
committed to peace, citing their adherence to the 
ceasefire as evidence. 
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On Feb. 17 the Zimbabwe Ministry of Defence 
confirmed that its troops guarding the strategic 
Beira and Limpopo corridors, which had been sche- 
duled to leave the country by the end of November 
1992, would be withdrawn as soon as UN forces 
were positioned along the transport corridors. 


i Last article p. 39227; reference article pp. R16-17. 


ZIMBABWE 
Citizenship ruling 


On Feb. 19 the Supreme Court overturned an 
earlier High Court ruling which had allowed 
a Zimbabwean-bor man, Terrence O’Hare, 
to return to the country after emigrating to 
South Africa. 


The Supreme Court accepted the government’s 
argument that O’Hare had lost his automatic right 
to return because he had retained his British citizen- 
ship and thus forfeited his Zimbabwean citizen- 
ship—in 1985 holders of dual citizenship had been 
required to choose a single citizenship. Thousands 
of white Zimbabweans had opted to retain their 
second citizenship and as a result of the court’s 
decision all those who had emigrated or lived out- 
side Zimbabwe for seven years would be required 
to apply to immigrate if they wanted to return. 
According to the local press up to 70,000 Zimbab- 
wean-born people who had settled in South Africa 
wanted to return. 


Joint military training manceuvres 
with USA 


The USA and Zimbabwe launched their first 
joint training manoeuvres on Feb. 15, in 
which 26 soldiers from the Special Forces 
Group from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, were 
to spend 45 days with a Zimbabwe commando 
battalion. The initiative was described as a 
follow-up to collaboration in Somalia, where 
Zimbabwe had sent 150 troops in January to 
assist in the US-led operation [see p. 39225]. 


Riot deaths 


Three people were killed and five injured on 
Feb. 1 when riot police fired on rioting crowds 
ata gold mine 150 km west of Harare. Accord- 
ing to a report in the Herald, the main daily 
newspaper, the police opened fire when 
women, youths and schoolchildren threw 
stones at them at the Dalny mine at Chakari, 
near Kadoma. The newspaper said that the 
violence began with a demonstration by 
women demanding payment for cutting grass. 


i Last article p. 39038; reference article pp. R26-27. 


ZAIRE 


International isolation of 
Mobutu 


With rioting in Kinshasa, the capital, leading 
to large numbers of deaths, Belgium, France 
and the USA issued a joint statement on Feb. 
3 in which they warned that President Mobutu 
Sese Seko was bringing ruin to Zaire and that 
there was no hope of recovery unless he 
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stopped blocking reform. They “forcefully” 
insisted that Mobutu hand over almost all his 
executive powers to his political rival and 
Prime Minister Etienne Tshisekedi, and indi- 
cated that they would seek the “total political 
and economic isolation” of the President, 
should he ignore their wishes. 


Diplomatic sources said that other options were 
under discussion including UN intervention, but 
added that while use of military force was a possi- 
bility, it would be the final option. The position of 
the three main donor states was welcomed by Tshi- 
sekedi who also supported the call of the High 
Council of the Republic (HCR—the transitional 
legislature) for Belgium military intervention. 


Meanwhile, the Governor of Kinshasa on Feb. 1 
banned all public meetings in Kinshasa, the capital, 
in response to the continuing violence. The fighting 
had begun in January when soldiers rioted after 
being paid in controversial Z 5,000,000 banknotes 
(worth about US$2) [see also p. 39257]. There were 
widely conflicting reports of the resulting death 
toll. Diplomatic sources put the figure at between 
80 and 300, but sources close to the HCR estimated 
that at least 1,000 people had been killed when 
Mobutu’s presidential guard was deployed to quell 
the riot. The violence prompted the departure of 
some 1,000 expatriates, mostly French and Belgian 
nationals. 


Mobutu’s rejection of “interference” - 
Attempt to dismiss Tshisekedi 


The demands of the Western states were re- 
jected as unwarranted interference by Mo- 
butu, who on Feb. 5 announced the dismissal 
of the Prime Minister because of his “in- 
ability” to form a government of national 
unity [see p. 39257]. Mobutu also blamed 
Tshisekedi for the riots and instituted pro- 
ceedings against him for offences “against the 
internal and external security of the state”. 


Although Tshisekedi refused to accept the auth- 
ority of the President to dismiss him, he said that 
he would step down if instructed to do so by the 
HCR. The HCR, however, meeting on Feb. 9, re- 
jected Mobutu’s actions, declaring that the proce- 
dures followed by the President had been incorrect. 
The HCR added that the Prime Minister had agreed 
to reshuffle his Cabinet in order to ensure ethnic 
balance. 


On Feb. 20 the HCR repeated its support for the 
Prime Minister and, at the initiative of its Chair- 
man, Mgr Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya, called for 
reconciliation between Tshisekedi and Mobutu. It 
proposed that the President meet with the leaders 
of various political parties as soon as possible. 
Although Mobutu agreed to a meeting on Feb. 22, 
he immediately left the country for France, repor- 
tedly to receive dental treatment. The meeting was 
rescheduled for March 1, by which time he was 
expected to have returned. 


Army action 
On Feb. 24 troops surrounded the People’s Palace, 


the venue for HCR meetings, and held its 1,000 
occupants hostage. 


The entrance of the building was blocked with 
tanks, a trench was dug around it and supplies of 
food and water cut off. According to Lt.-Gen. Eluki 
Mongoa Aundu, Chief of Staff of the Armed Force- 
s, the action was to draw attention to the “disgrace- 


ful situation created by the Z 5,000,000 note”. He 
demanded that the note be approved by the HCR. 
He also made it clear that the army’s loyalty was to 
Mobutu, declaring that “the armed forces do not 
feel bound by the act concerning the constitutional 
provisions for the transition period, so long as this 
act has not been promulgated by the head of state”. 
In a scathing attack on HCR chairman Pasinya, 
Aundu accused him of stirring up hatred and vi- 
olence. 


On Feb. 25 the US government made it clear that it 
would hold Mobutu responsible for the lives of the 
hostages. The US State Department called upon 
him to instruct his military commanders immedi- 
ately to release the HCR, and to allow the transition 
process to continue. The country’s crisis, it said, 
would “only be solved by allowing the transitional 
government to function free from presidential in- 
terference”. 


The siege ended on Feb. 26 when the soldiers 
withdrew, declaring that the HCR “understood” 
their demands. They warned, however, that if their 
demands were not met they would “assume their 
responsibilities”. 


BB Last article p. 39257; reference article pp. R25-26. 


KENYA 


Visit by IMF delegation 


A delegation from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) arrived in Nairobi on Feb. 21 to 
assess the government’s progress on a number 
of economic and political reforms; the dele- 
gation’s report would determine whether aid 
would be resumed. The aid, worth about 
US$350,000,000 a year, had been frozen by 
the international donor community, meeting 
in November 1991, in order to seek to force 
the pace of political and economic change [see 
p. 38563]. 


In the two weeks preceding the delegation’s arrival, 
government reforms in the marketing of grain were 
announced, and privatization measures detailed. 
On Feb. 19 Musalia Mudavadi, Minister of Fin- 
ance, announced the liberalization of the foreign 
exchange market, effectively floating the Kenyan 
shilling with effect from Feb. 24 (US$1.00=KSh 
49.8263 as at March 1, 1993, compared with KSh 
36.475 as at Feb. 22). Mudavadi said on Feb. 22 
that these measures had gone far to meet the de- 
mands of foreign donors, but admitted that the 
government still had work to do. The government 
insisted, however, that the December 1992 multi- 
party elections [see pp. 39229; 39254] were evi- 
dence of radical political reform. 


Train crash 


At least 117 people were killed when a Mombasa- 
Nairobi express train plunged off a bridge into a 
flooded river on Jan. 30. When police ended the 
search for survivors on Feb. 1 at least 180 people 
remained unaccounted for. 


Wi Last article p. 39254-55; reference article p. R13. 
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UGANDA 


Planned constituent assembly 


On Feb. 16 the government gave details of 
plans to elect a constituent assembly to draft 
a new constitution. Although no dates were 
given for the election of the assembly, details 
of its composition were provided. 


The government envisaged a 180-member body, in 


which special interest groups were to be ensured a 
degree of representation. Thus 10 seats would be 
reserved for the National Resistance Army, while 
eight seats would be allocated specifically to 
women, two to the National Resistance Council 
(the current legislature), four to youth repre- 
sentatives, and two to unionized workers. Sam 
Njuba, Minister of State for Justice and Constitu- 
tional Affairs, emphasized the importance of elect- 
ing the new body on the basis of universal adult 
suffrage and thus establishing its independence 
from the ruling National Resistance Movement. ~ 


Papal visit 


His Holiness Pope John Paul II began a three-day 
visit to Uganda on Feb. 6. 


The Pope was severely criticized by health organ- 
izations after he declared that abstinence from sex- 
ual intercourse was the sole solution in the battle 
against AIDS and repeated his condemnation of the 
use of condoms. Health experts described this as a 
serious error of judgment in a country where, it was 
estimated, 7-10 per cent of the population was 
infected with the HIV virus. 


Return of expropriated property 
A ceremony was held on Feb. 10 to mark the 


handover of a textile factory from the National . 


Enterprise Corporation (NEC) to its former owners, 
Ugandans of Asian origin who lost control of the 
company in 1972 under the Amin regime. This was 
the first such transfer under the government’s pol- 
icy of returning expropriated property. Under the 
repossession agreement the two parties undertook 


to negotiate the amount of compensation due to the — 


NEC for developments made while running the 
factory. 


WH Last article pp. 39133; 39260; reference article p. R25. 


RWANDA 
Escalation of hostilities 
The conflict between the government and the 


rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front (FPR) esca- _ 


lated during February, resulting in hundreds 
of deaths. Up to 1,000,000 people fled the 
fighting in the north, moving south towards 
the capital, Kigali, or across the border into 
neighbouring Uganda and Tanzania. 


On Feb. 8 the FPR abandoned peace talks in Aru- 
sha, Tanzania, and launched a new offensive, its 
first major violation of the ceasefire established in 
July 1992 [see p. 38996]. In two days of fighting 
the rebels doubled the territory under their control, 
including the north-western town of Ruhengeri, 
and appeared to be ready to advance on Kigali. The 
FPR was condemned by a number of foreign gov- 


- 


ermments, including those of Belgium, France and - 


the USA, as well as by representatives of the Inter- 
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national Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), who 
were particularly critical of the FPR’s refusal to 
allow the free movement of aid convoys. 


On Feb. 9 a company of French troops arrived in 
the country to reinforce the French force stationed 
there since October 1990 [see p. 37766]. These 
were joined by a further 250 soldiers on Feb. 20. 
The FPR accused the French troops of intervening 

_on the government’s side in the conflict. However, 
the French Foreign Ministry insisted that the troops 
had been deployed solely to protect French na- 
tionals, thought to number some 400. 


Ceasefire - Continuing fighting 


On Feb. 10 the FPR announced a ceasefire which 
it said would hold as long as its preconditions for 
the resumption of negotiations were fulfilled. 
These included ending attacks by government 
forces on its members and on its supporters in the 
Tutsi community, and the withdrawal of foreign 
troops. 


The government rejected the ceasefire, insisting 
that it would only negotiate when the FPR returned 
to the positions which it held prior to Feb. 8. In the 
succeeding days fighting continued as each side 
unilaterally declared ceasefires on their own terms 
which were rejected by the other. 


On Feb. 17 Gen. Ekundayo Opayele, the Nigerian 
commander of the neutral Military Observer Group 


(GOM) established under the July 1992 ceasefire, 


agreement, said that the 50-member GOM was 
unable effectively to cover the front line of fighting. 
He said that he would be approaching the Organiz- 
ation of African Unity (OAU) to supply 400 more 
troops. 

The government finally accepted the FPR ceasefire 
terms on Feb. 21 and called for the resumption of 
negotiations in Arusha by March 1 at the latest. 
Fighting, however, continued, albeit at a reduced 
level. 


i Last article pp. 39257-58; reference article p. R18-19. 


CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC 


Establishment of transitional 
council - Rescheduling of 
elections 


On Feb. 7 a National Provisional Council for 
the Republic (CNPPR) was established as the 
transitional legislature to fill the institutional 
vacuum created when legislative and 
presidential elections were cancelled in Oc- 
tober 1992 [see p. 39130]. The new body was 
given responsibility for monitoring the strict 
observance of the Constitution during the in- 
terim period leading to fresh elections. The 
CNPPR was expected to meet monthly and 
comprised the president of the Economic and 
Regional Council (CER) and the five candi- 


ing the incumbent President André Kolingba 
and former President David Dacko who was 
named as its head. 


Dacko immediately announced that fresh elections, 
planned to begin on Feb. 14, would be delayed as 
a result of technical problems and lack of sufficient 


funds. On Feb. 16 the elections were formally 
rescheduled for April 18 and May 2. 


Dismissal of Prime Minister 


On Feb. 25 President Kolingba dismissed 
Gen. Timothee Malendoma as Prime Minister 
on the grounds that he had been “blocking the 
democratic process” in the country. He ac- 
cused Malendoma, who had been appointed 
in December 1992 [see p. 39227], of having 
made false statements regarding “alleged ob- 
stacles, various irregularities and refusals to 
co-operate” and of having stirred up public 
opinion. He further claimed that the Prime 
Minister’s actions had jeopardized prepara- 
tions for the forthcoming elections and had 
threatened to plunge the country into chaos. 


Dacko confirmed that the President was acting 
within his constitutional rights in dismissing the 
Prime Minister and dissolving the transitional gov- 
ernment. He also insisted that the revised electoral 
timetable would not be disrupted as a result, as long 
as the President chose a “dynamic” replacement for 
Malendoma. However, the President’s action was 
condemned by another member of the CNPPR, 
Abel Goumba, who questioned the reasons for 
Malendoma’s dismissal. 


On Feb. 26 Kolingba appointed Enoch Lakoue to 
replace Malendoma. Lakoue, also a CNPPR mem- 
ber, had stood for the Social Democrat Party in the 
abortive presidential elections. 


Wi Last article p. 39227; reference article p. R7. 


NIGERIA 


Economic proposals 


On Feb. 15 Chief Ernest Adegunle Shonekan, 
chairman of the Transitional Council, sought 
United Kingdom support for its economic 
plans in advance of a planned meeting with 
international donors in April. 


In a meeting with UK Prime Minister John Major 
in London, Shonekan outlined the interim admin- 
istration’s budget measures, including a three-year 
development plan. The plan, detailed in Shone- 
kan’s budget delivered on Jan. 27, aimed to achieve 
5.3 per cent real growth by 1995, to cut annual 
inflation from 46 per cent in 1992 to 5 per cent by 
1995, to reduce the fiscal deficit as a percentage of 
gross domestic product (GDP) from 12.4 per cent 
in 1991 to 3.3 per cent in 1995, and to maintain 
exchange rate stability and achieve a viable exter- 
nal balance. Shonekan reportedly told Major of his 
government’s determination to strengthen the pri- 
vate sector and improve the investment climate, 
while emphasizing that the success of the pro- 
gramme was dependent ona reduced debt servicing 
burden. 


Major made it clear that rescheduling of Nigeria’s 
US$27,600 million external debt was dependent on 
the conclusion of an agreement with the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), the last standby ar- 
rangement having expired in April 1992. However, 
he indicated that the UK would be prepared to 
implement the 1990 “Trinidad terms” [see pp. 
37892; 38552-53] for the UK’s share of the official 
debt, involving a 50 per cent debt write-off and the 
long-term rescheduling of the balance. 
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A nationwide strike was begun on Feb. 3 by state 
government workers demanding a 45 per cent pay 
rise, on a par with that awarded to federal govern- 
ment staff in June 1992. By Feb. 18 the administra- 
tions in Lagos State, Yobe and Katsina had acceded 
to this demand; union leaders insisted that action 
would continue elsewhere. 


Disqualification of presidential 
hopefuls 


The National Electoral Commission (NEC) an- 
nounced on Feb. 1 that it had cleared 215 candi- 
dates for the forthcoming presidential elections. It 
added that 71 had failed the vetting process, of 
whom 42 were from the Social Democratic Party 
(SDP). 


Gen. Chukwuemeka Odumegwu (Emeka) 
Ojukwu, the Biafran separatist leader in 1967-70, 
was among the barred candidates. Among those to 
be cleared were Baba Gana Kingibe, the former 
national chairman of the SDP, and former head of 
government Gen. Yakubu Gowon. 


The NEC declined to give specific explanations for 
the disqualification of individuals but said that 
reasons included “indictment by panel or tribunal, 
conviction, age and educational qualifications”. 


Wl Last article p. 39258; reference article p. R18. 


TOGO 
Continuing crisis 


As the gulf between contending political fac- 
tions widened, France and Germany sought to 
find a peaceful solution to the continuing con- 
flict. Meanwhile in early February there was 
a mass exodus in panic from the capital, 
Lomé, with a flood of refugees heading inland 
or across the border, after at least six civilians 
had been killed as soldiers rampaged through 
the streets on Jan. 30. 


According to local reports by Feb. 6 at least 
300,000 people—half the population of Lomé— 
had fled into Ghana and Benin to escape the vi- 
olence. The soldiers were apparently acting in 
revenge for the death of one of their number on Jan. 
29. On Feb. 1 the authorities in Ghana placed the 
army there on a state of alert and indicated that, as 
precautionary measures, they were considering re- 
calling the Ghanaian contingent with the UN 
peacekeeping forces in Cambodia and Lebanon as 
well as the troops serving with the regional peace- 
keeping force in Liberia. 


Unsuccessful talks in France 


On Feb. 8-9 there were abortive talks in Colmar, 
France, between representatives of President 
Gnassingbe Eyadema, the Rally of the Togolese 
People (RPT—the former single ruling party), 
Prime Minister Joseph Kokou Koffigoh, the High 
Council of the Republic (HCR—the transitional 
legislature) and the Collective of Democratic Op- 
position-2 (COD-2). The meeting, a Franco-Ger- 
man initiative, involved Marcel Debarge, the 
French Minister-Delegate for Co-operation and 
Development, and Helmut Schafer, German Secre- 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, both of whom had 
been in Togo when troops fired on a crowd of 
demonstrators in January [see p. 39258]. The talks 
collapsed when Eyadema’s representatives walked 
out after the different parties failed to agree on 
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Principal members of new 
Togolese “crisis government” 


* Joseph Kokou Koffigoh Prime Minister 
*Inoussa Traore Bouraima Defence 

Doh Franck Fiagnon Economy and Finance 
*Quatara Fambare Natachaba Foreign 


Affairs and Co-operation 

*Aregba Polo Justice and Keeper of the 
Seals; in charge of relations with HCR 

*Georges Comberi Agbodjan Territorial 
Administration and Security 

*Member of previous government. 


troop confinement and the international supervi- 
sion of the army during elections. 


Suspension of French aid 


On Feb. 11 France announced the immediate sus- 
pension of its civilian aid operations. A French 
Foreign Ministry official said that the decision had 
been taken as a result of the failure of the Colmar 
talks, and that the suspension would continue until 
the democratic process leading to free elections had 
begun. The French action followed a decision on 
Feb. 4 by the Bonn government to suspend the 
funding of development projects. 


Attempt at agreement between 
President and Prime Minister 


On Feb. 11 Eyadema and Koffigoh held bilat- 
eral talks when they agreed to the formation 
of a new government and to a number of 
“basic principles” relating to the position of 
the army. It was agreed that the army should 
be confined to barracks with the provision that 
the government could deploy troops in the 
case of “serious trouble affecting internal pub- 
lic order”. The following day a “crisis govern- 
ment” was named in which most of the key 
portfolios were unchanged, remaining in the 
hands of those close to the President. 


The agreement between Eyadema and Koffigoh 
was rejected by the HCR and COD-2, the HCR 
declaring the new government illegal on Feb. 18 
and describing the initiative as a “constitutional 
coup d’etat”. 


@ Last article p- 39258; reference article pp. R24-25. 


SENEGAL 
Election violence 


The first round of presidential elections on 
Feb. 21 were marred by violence in which at 
least 30 people were killed. All the deaths 
occurred in the southern province of Casam- 
ance and were attributed to the activities of the 
separatist Movement of Democratic Forces in 
Casamance (MFDC). 


At least 20 people were killed near Ziguinchor 
when the van taking them to the polls hit a land- 
mine. Others were ambushed as they made their 
way to polling stations. According to a news 
agency report which quoted “reliable sources”, two 
of the dead were officials of the Senegalese Demo- 
cratic Party (PDS). 


The attacks on polling day were the culmination of 
several weeks of violence in the region aimed at 


nullifying the election, at least in Casamance. Resi- 
dents in Ziguinchor who instituted a self-imposed 
curfew in early February, complained of growing 
harassment by MFDC members who had forced 
them to relinquish voting cards. 


Election campaign 


The first round of elections was contested by 
eight candidates. 


Incumbent President Abdou Diouf of the Sene- 
galese Socialist Party (PS) was seeking his third 
and final term,in office [for his election in 1983 and 
1988 see pp. 32179-80; 35812]. Among his seven 
challengers was Abdoulayé Wade of the PDS, who 
was contesting his fourth presidential election cam- 
paign, but whose image as a tenacious opposition 
leader was widely seen as having been damaged by 
his participation in Diouf’s government between 
April 1991 and October 1992 [see pp. 38134; 
39131-32]. 


Security concerns and the situation in Casamance 
were the main focus of the campaigns of the various 
candidates. Diouf, who began his campaign on Jan. 
31 in the Casamance region, told a crowd of sup- 
porters at Ziguinchor that he would “protect you 
today and beyond the elections” and would keep 
troops in the area until the restoration of peace. 
Wade, whose PDS considered Casamance an area 
of strong support, said that while he would never 
“barter with Senegal’s sovereignty” he was pre- 
pared to give more autonomy to the regions. 


Postponement of announcement of 
first round results 


On Feb. 27 the National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) stated that the announcement of results of 
the first round would postponed indefinitely. 


NEC president Andresia Vaz said that the delays 
had been the result of “serious disagreements” 
among NEC members, relating to procedure and 
the interpretation of parts of the electoral codes as 
well as the composition of the NEC itself. It had 
earlier been revealed that electoral officials in 
Dakar in particular had experienced a number of 
practical difficulties on polling day, including mis- 
sing equipment, shortages of ballot papers and 
“indelible” ink which in fact washed away. The 
second round, scheduled to take place on March 7, 
was expected to be delayed. 


i Last article p. 39228; reference article p. R19-20. 
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LIBERIA 
Continuing ECOMOG advances 


Some 5,000 elite troops arrived in Monrovia 
on Feb. 22 to reinforce the peacekeeping 
forces of the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) Monitoring 
Group (ECOMOG). They joined the force as 
the siege of Monrovia, the capital, by the rebel 


National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) 


was effectively crushed [see pp. 39180-81] 
and as ECOMOG advanced beyond Monro- 
via in a continued offensive against the rebels. 


On the day of their arrival ECOMOG forces were 
reported to be just outside Kakata, about 55 km 
north-east of Monrovia, while other contingents 
were approaching the coastal town of Buchanan, 
some 90 km south-east of the capital. Both towns 
were considered strongholds of the NPFL. Also on 
Feb. 22 it was announced that government troops 
had captured Lofa County in the north, an area of 
strategic importance to the NPFL. ; 


Government-ULIMO co-operation 
committee 

A four-member co-operation committee was estab- 
lished with the rebel Sierra Leone-based United 
Liberation Movement of Liberia for Democracy 
(ULIMO) on Feb. 8. The committee, headed by 
Minister of Internal Affairs Thomas Boimah, was 
expected to discuss various aspects of the peace 
process with the rebels, including extending the 
authority of the interim government to areas con- 
trolled by ULIMO and the resettlement of dis- 
placed people. 


Wi Last article pp. 39258-59; reference article p. R14. 


NIGER 
Legislative elections 
The Alliance of the Forces of Change (AFC), 


a nine-party coalition formed on Feb. 16, se-_ 
cured an absolute majority of seats in the 


National Assembly following legislative elec- 
tions on Feb. 14. 


The first multiparty elections since independence 
in 1960 followed the adoption by referendum of a 
new Constitution in December 1992 [see p. 39228] 
and heralded the establishment of Niger’s Third 
Republic. The AFC was established by opposition 
parties after first results had indicated early gains 
for the former sole legal party, the National Move- 


ment for a Development Society (MNSD). Both the _ 


AFC and the MNSD levelled accusations of elec- 
toral fraud at each other. 


Tuareg attack 


Tuareg rebel attacks on three villages in the Tchin- 
Tabaradene district in the north-east of the country 
on Feb. 7 resulted in the deaths of 30 civilians [see 
this page for developments in Mali]. 


The attack came a week after the creation (on Jan. 
31) of aministerial portfolio to deal with the Tuareg 
rebellion. The post of Minister in Charge of the 
Rebellion and National Reconciliation went to Al- 
bert Wright, who retained his responsibilities as 
Minister of Communication, Culture, Youth and 


Sports and as Government Spokesman. On Feb. 13 - 
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Niger legislative election results 
Party 


National Movement for a Development 
Society (MNSD) 
*Social Democratic Convention (CDS) 
*Niger Party for Unity and Democracy 
(PNDS) 
*Niger Alliance for Democracy and 
Progress (ANDP) 
*Nigerien Progressive Party—A frican 
Democratic Assembly faction (PPN-RDA) 
Democratic Union of Progressive Forces 
(UDFP) 
Union of Democratic and Progressive 
Patriots (UPDP) 
*Nigerien Social Democratic Party (PSDN) 
*Union for Democracy and Social Progress 
(UDPS) 
Total 83 
*Members of AFC coalition; other members 
were the Niger Democratic Union Party 
(PUND), which failed to win any seats, and 
two parties which did not contest the 
election—the Union for Democracy and 


Wright condemned the rebels for continuing to 
attack civilians despite promises to the contrary. 


Wi Last article p. 39228; reference article pp. R17-18. 


MALI 


Death sentence for Traoré 


Deposed President Moussa Traoré and three 
others were sentenced to death on Feb. 12 for 

“premeditated murder, battery and voluntary 
manslaughter”, over the killing of 106 people 
during pro-democracy riots in Bamako in 
March 1991, which precipitated the over- 
throw of the Traoré regime [see pp. 38083- 
84]. 


The trial was heard by seven judges. Defence law- 
yers said on Feb. 13 that the condemned men would 
appeal against their sentences and would seek a 
presidential pardon. The other three who received 
death sentences were Brig.~-Gen. Mamadou Couli- 
baly, former Minister of Defence, Gen. Sekou Ly, 
former Minister of the Interior, and Col. Ousmane 
Coulibaly, former Chief of Staff of the Army. Their 
28 co-accused—former ministers and senior offi- 
cials of the former sole ruling party, the Mali Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Union (UDPM)—were 
acquitted. 


Agreement on army integration 


At the end of a week of negotiations mediated by 
Algeria, an agreement was signed on Feb. 11 by the 
government and the Unified Movements and 
Fronts of the Azaouad (MFUA), representing Tua- 
reg rebels, to integrate MFUA guerrillas within the 
national army. The agreement, which was thought 
initially to cover 600 Tuaregs and under which 
government committed itself to reducing its mili- 
tary presence in the north of the country, marked 
one of the site pan adel ee eo le 
April 1992 national peace pact [see p. 38853]. 


On Feb. 9 the government had signed an agreement 
with Algeria to prepare for the repatriation of be- 
tween 60,000 and 100,000 Malian Tuaregs living 
in Algeria. This agreement, signed under the aus- 
pices of the UN, established a pilot scheme to cover 
the voluntary return of the refugees. 


Wi Last article p. 39132; reference article p. R15. 


CHAD 


Election of National Conference 
presidium - Renewed fighting 


The sovereign National Conference, which 
opened in mid-January [see p. 39259], elected 
on Feb. 11 its presidium, which would super- 
vise conference deliberations pending the 
election of a prime minister and transitional 
legislature. 


Adoum Maurice El-Bongo, the candidate of the 
trade unions, was unexpectedly elected presidium 
chairman in a secret ballot, in preference to Delwa 
Kassiré Koumakoyé, the candidate favoured by 
President Idriss Déby’s Patriotic Movement for 
Salvation (MPS), whose supporters had earlier 
been estimated to constitute 75 per cent of dele- 
gates. 


Some 40 opposition parties, 20 other organizations 
and six rebel movements were expected to make 
declarations, the most keenly awaited of which was 
said to be that of former President Goukouni Oued- 
dei, sometime leader of the once-predominant 
Chad National Liberation Front (FROLINAT) 
party, to which about two-thirds of the delegates 
had once belonged. 


Violence continued despite a ceasefire appeal by 
El-Bongo. The rebel Movement for Democracy 
and Development (MDD), close to former Presi- 
dent Hisséne Habré [see p. 39181], claimed to have 
killed hundreds of soldiers in the Lake Chad region, 
which the army denied. Clashes were reported in 
southern Chad between troops and fighters from 
the Committee of National Revival for Peace and 
Democracy (CSNPD) of Lt. Moise Tchiete. 


Wi Last article p- 39259; reference article pp. R7-8. 


SUDAN 


Reported human rights 
violations - Pope's visit 


New allegations that the government had vi- 
olated human rights in southern and western 
areas were made by the human rights organ- 
ization International in a report on 
Feb. 19 which stated that hundreds of civilians 
had been executed in the Nuba mountains in 
late December and early January. 


Other estimates of the numbers killed, in reports 
alleging a policy of genocide against the Nuba 
people, were said to go as high as 6,000. Previous 
accusations of ill-treatment and mass killings had 
been made by human rights activists, and by Cath- 
olic bishops [see p. 39132]. According to the Am- 
nesty report more than 100 men had disappeared in 
the southern town of Juba, and others were ex- 


39307 


4 
News Digest for February 1993 


ecuted, as troops pursued members of the rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA). 


Pope John Paul II spent 10 hours in Khartoum 
on Feb. 10 at the end of a tour of west and 
central African countries, conducting a tele- 
vised open air mass, and appealing for relig- 
ious toleration. 


Complaining of “a terrible harvest of suffering” in 
Sudan, the Pope was reported as saying that the 
Vatican would resist the imposition of Sharia Is- 
lamic law on the Christian minority. Lt.-Gen. Omar 
Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir, the Head of State, was 
said to have denied in his meeting with the Pope 
that there were any political detainees in Sudan. 


Government's talks with SPEAS plight 
of civilians 


President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda was 
reported to have mediated at talks in Entebbe 
between the SPLA’s Torit faction led by Col. 
John Garang and a government delegation, 
commencing on Feb. 22. The two sides were 
reported on Feb. 23 to have agreed uncondi- 
tionally to resume peace talks in Abuja, Nige- 
ria, last held in July 1992 [see p. 38952]. 


The SPLA’s Nasir faction, led by Riek Nachar, was 
reported to have met in Nairobi with other rebel 
groups in early February, apparently attempting to 
unify the rebel movement ahead of an expected 
government dry-season offensive. 


Radio Uganda reported on Feb. 21 that large num- 
bers of Sudanese refugees had poured across the 
border into north-western Uganda in the first two 
weeks of February. A report on Feb. 25 said that 
US humanitarian organizations and some members 
of the US Congress had urged the administration of 
the new US President, Bill Clinton, to take a lead 
in dealing with an increasingly seriously famine in 
Sudan, and to press the Sudanese government and 
rebels to desist from attacks on refugee camps. 


An estimated 60,000 people, almost three-quarters 
of the local population, were reported to have died 
in the area of Parayang on the Bahr al-Ghazal 
tributary of the Nile, 800 km south-west of Khar- 
toum, from an outbreak of visceral leishmaniasis, 
or Kala-azar, a wasting disease, Reuters news 
agency reported on Feb. 23, citing UN and relief 
sources. 


Dismissal of Foreign Affairs Minister 


Bashir relieved Foreign Affairs Minister 
Ahmad Ali Sahlul of his post on Feb. 13, 
appointing Husayn Sulayman Abu Salih to 
replace him. 


@ Last article p. 39259-60; reference article p. R23. 


ETHIOPIA 


Eritrean referendum 
preparations 


Campaigning for the April 23 Eritrean ref- 
erendum opened officially on Feb. 17, and 
was to continue until April 21, according to 
an announcement by Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea radio from Asmara, the 
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Eritrean capital. Samir Sanbar, the UN special 
envoy for the referendum, arrived in Asmara 
on Feb. 15. 


The referendum was reportedly being organized in 
such a way as to offer the province’s people a 
straight choice between independence, as advo- 
cated by the ruling and predominant Eritrean Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Front (EPLF), and a continuation 
of the status quo. The approach was said to have 
aroused resentment among those who wanted the 
option of a federal relationship, and among the 
formerly dominant Amhara people of central 
Ethiopia [see pp. 38855; 39085; 39181; 39255]. 


Thousands of Ethiopians were reported to have 
marched through Addis Ababa on Jan. 31 in sup- 
port of the Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (EPRDF) government’s policies 
aimed at achieving ethnic reconciliation since the 
defeat in May 1991 of the Mengistu regime by 
EPRDF and EPLF forces [see pp. 38174-75]. 


Return of refugees from Sudan 


Internal Affairs Minister Kuma Demeksa 
visited Khartoum, the Sudanese capital, from 
Feb. 3 to 5, seeing the Sudanese Head of State, 
Lt.-Gen. Omar Hassan Ahmad al-Bashir, on 
Feb. 4. Ethiopian and Sudanese delegations 
signed a tripartite agreement, with a repre- 
sentative of the Office of the UN High Com- 
missioner for Refugees (UNHCR), allowing 
for the repatriation of thousands of Ethiopian 
refugees. 


Wi Last article p. 39255; reference article p. R10. 


SOMALIA 


Difficult transition from US 
to UN peacekeeping 


Amid continuing insecurity and bloodshed, 
differences were reported in early February 
between US and UN officials over the ti- 
metable and modalities of an eventual han- 
dover of the two-month operations of the 
US-led military and humanitarian United 
Task Force (UNITAF) [see pp. 39225-26; 
39255] to a multinational force under direct 
UN command. 


US military officials in Somalia were said to be 
irritated by the slow pace of UN preparations, while 
the UN special envoy in Mogadishu, Ismat Kittani, 
was quoted as saying that he opposed an early 
pull-out by US troops. 


On Feb. 12, diplomatic and US officials were cited 
as saying that Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the UN Sec- 
retary-General, was planning to replace US forces 
with an international corps of 15,000-20,000 sol- 
diers (including 3,000-5,000 US troops) under a 
Turkish officer, subsequently named as Lt.-Gen. 
Cevik Bir. The international force had been re- 
ported to number 38,300 at its peak in late January. 
Some 24,000 US personnel remained in the country 
in early February when, according to the US mili- 
tary spokesman in Mogadishu, Col. Fred Peck, the 
US Central Command had informed Washington 
that the military task of restoring security was 
substantially complete. By the end of the month, 
the number of US personnel had fallen to 17,000. 


A Washington Post report of Feb. 15 said that US 
President Bill Clinton was encouraged by the pros- 
pect that most US troops could be out of Somalia 
within two months. Reuters news agency in Mo- 
gadishu the same day quoted a UN spokesman, 
Farouk Mawlawi, as saying that the UN Operations 
in Somalia (UNOSOM) force would have the same 
enforcement mandate as UNITAF. 


It was reported in early February that Belgium was 
sending a further 250 soldiers to join the 645-strong 
Belgian contingent in the southern Somali port of 
Kismayu. Indian diplomats in Washington were 
quoted on Feb. 14 as saying that India was conside- 
ring sending 4,000 naval and army personnel to join 
UNOSOM.. Nigeria was said to be dispatching 660 
men during February. Pakistan, which had been the 
first country to contribute troops to UN operations 
[see pp. 39085; 39132; 39225], was reported on 
Feb. 25 to be sending a further group. The French 
contingent was to be halved to fewer than 1,000 
troops by the end of April. 


Violent anti-US demonstrations 


Despite US official claims that the security 
situation had improved, acts of violence con- 
tinued, with serious clashes between demon- 
strators and US troops in Mogadishu. On Feb. 
5 about 200 youths hurled stones at US forces 
after a 13-year-old boy was shot dead. 


On Feb. 23 and 24, hundreds of supporters of 
Gen. Mohammed Farah Aydid, leader of the 
Somali National Alliance (SNA), barricaded 
streets in Mogadishu with burning tyres, 
fought running battles with troops and tried to 
storm the US and French embassies. The at- 
tackers were apparently infuriated by rumours 
that the US government was showing favour 
to one of Gen. Aydid’s rivals, Gen. Mo- 
hammed Siyad Hersi Morgan [see p. 39133]. 
Reports citing witnesses said that US or allied 
troops killed nine Somalis in the incidents. 


The Guardian of March | reported that relief agen- 
cies in Somalia were accusing US officials of de- 
liberately concealing the failure of Operation 
Restore Hope in order to speed the withdrawal of 
their troops. 


There was further violence on Feb. 25 in 
different parts of Mogadishu as UNITAF 
troops clashed with roving bands of armed 
demonstrators. Fighting was reported to have 
stopped abruptly in mid-afternoon after Gen. 
Aydid broadcast an appeal to his followers for 
calm. He blamed “trigger happy” US troops 
for five Somali deaths. Three US Marines and 
two Nigerian soldiers were reported to have 
been wounded. 


It was reported on Feb. 23 that an Irish nurse in a 
convoy leaving Mogadishu for Baidoa had been 
murdered by gunmen. Three Somalis working for 
the International Committee of the Red Cross and 
three other people had died when their vehicle hit 
a mine in northern Somalia on Feb. 5. 


Clashes in Kismayu - Agreement on 
talks 


Some 100 people died in fighting between 
SNA and pro-Morgan militias in the southern 
port of Kismayu in the last week of February, 
according to reports from the French charity 
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Médecins sans Frontiéres. Morgan’s forces 
reportedly yielded to an ultimatum from Ro- 
bert Oakley, the US political representative in 
Somalia, to leave Kismayu on Feb. 24. 


Belgian, Italian and US troops had occupied the 
town, where a massacre of 15 pro-Morgan fighters 
had been reported on Feb. 4. On March 1 it was 
reported that Italian and Australian troops had 
killed four gunmen in incidents during the preced- 
ing two days. 


UN officials said on Feb. 27 that Somali fac- 


tion leaders had agreed to an agenda for rec- 
onciliation talks set to commence in Addis 
Ababa, the Ethiopian capital, on March 15 
[see p. 39255], despite earlier objections by 
Aydid. 


I Last article p. 39255; reference article pp. R20-21. 


DJIBOUTI 
Cabinet reshuffle - Fighting 


President Hassan Gouled Aptidon named a 


reorganized government on Feb. 4, reappoint- 
ing Barkat Gourad Hamadou as Prime Minis- 
ter and increasing the number of ministries 
from 16 to 18. 


The most significant change appeared to be the 
sidelining of the long-serving Foreign Affairs and 
Co-operation Minister, Moumin Bahdon Farah, 
who was transferred to the Justice and Religious 
Affairs portfolio, being replaced by Muhammad 
Balad Abdou, one of six newcomers. New minis- 
tries, of Planning, Lands and Co-operation, of 
Economy and Trade, and of Transport, Tourism 
and Communications, were created. 


The new government’s composition maintained the 
previous careful balance among the communities, 
with eight Issas, seven Afars including the Prime 
Minister, and one portfolio each for the Arab, Issaq, 
and Gadabursi minorities. Observers said that the 
moving of Afars into the Foreign Affairs and other 


key ministries appeared to be a gesture by the - 


President towards a community whose resentments 
were perceived as at the root of the rebellion since 
November 1991 led by the Afar-based Front for the 
Restoration of Unity and Democracy (FRUD) [see 
pp. 38564-65; 38661; 38711; 38755; 39226; 
39260]. 


On Feb. 14 Radio France International re- 
ported that government forces were attacking 
FRUD positions in the south-west, and on 
Feb. 16 Djibouti radio said that the army had 


regained control of the whole south, after — 


driving rebels from positions they had held for 
a year. 


i Last articles pp. 39181; 39226; 39260; reference article 
p. R9. 


MADAGASCAR 


Election victory for Zafy 


Albert Zafy, leader of the opposition Comité 
des forces vives, triumphed in the second 
round of presidential elections held on Feb. 


10. With 66.62 per cent of votes cast, Zafy 
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roundly defeated incumbent President Didier 
Ratsiraka, ending Ratsiraka’s 17-year rule. 
His victory was the culmination of an often 
violent conflict between Ratsiraka and the 
pro-democracy movement spearheaded by 
the Comité which had begun in mid-1991 [see 
p. 38277]. 


Zafy, a medical professor and former Minister of 
Health, had been the clear leader in the first round 
of the poll in November [see pp. 39182; 39229]. 
However, with less than 50 per cent of the vote he 
was required to stand in the February run-off 
against Ratsiraka, the candidate in second place. 
Zafy’s candidature had been endorsed by the six 
presidential aspirants who had been eliminated in 
the first round. In January Frangisque Ravony, First 
Deputy Prime Minister and hitherto associated with 
Ratsiraka, had launched a Committee for the Sup- 
port of Democracy and Development in Madagas- 
car (CSDDM), to lead the election campaign for 


Zafy. 


Acknowledging the reduced powers of the presi- 
dent under the new Third Republic, Zafy told re- 
porters that his role was that of guardian of the new 
Constitution. He said that substantial change would 
have to await the outcome of the legislative elec- 
tions due to take place in April or May. 


There were fears that Ratsiraka’s supporters, who 
had refused to accept the unitary Constitution 
adopted following a referendum in August 1992 
[see p. 39042], would declare breakaway federal 
states rather than accept Zafy as president. How- 
ever, Ratsiraka promised to abide by the results. 


Wi Last article p. 39229; reference article p. R14. 


‘IN BRIEF 


AFRICA: On Feb. 1 Bob Denard, a French na- 
tional who had been linked with numerous white 
mercenary actions in Africa since 1960, returned to 
Paris from self-imposed exile in South Africa and 
was arrested on charges related to the November 
1989 murder of President Ahmed Abdallah Abder- 
rahman of the Comoros [see pp. 37033-34]; he also 
faced a possible retrial for his role in an attempted 
coup in Benin in 1977 [see pp. 28268; 28444] for 
which he had been sentenced in absentia to five 
years’ imprisonment by a French court in October 
1991. 


BENIN: A three-day strike by civil servants began 
on Feb. 8 in protest against the 1993 budget which 
they said contained “no substantial measures . . . to 
alleviate the suffering of workers, the youth and the 
people”; the strikers demanded the cancellation of 
the structural adjustment programme launched in 
1989. 


COTE D’IVOIRE: The Agence France-Presse 
news agency reported on Feb. 4 that French na- 
tionals would henceforth be required to obtain a 
visa for entry ; the report added that the conditions 
would be less stringent than those for Ivoirian 
nationals seeking entry into France. 


MAYOTTE: About 100 paramilitary police were 
despatched from the French mainland when a strike 
in support of wage increases to combat the effects 
of the high cost of living, on Feb. 19 degenerated 
into violence; according to the Prefect demonstra- 


tors set fire to 70 government buildings and erected 
street barricades. 


TANZANIA: It was reported on Feb. 1 that Ahmed 
Hassan Diria, hitherto Minister of Foreign Affairs 


nie neacmenn mercenaries 


UNITED STATES 
Unveiling of economic plan 


President Bill Clinton unveiled formally on 
Feb. 17 in a nationally televised address to a 
joint session of Congress his economic plan 
which was designed to reduce the budget 
deficit over the next four years and to provide 
modest stimulation for the economy. In order 
to finance the plan, however, the President 
abandoned his election campaign promise to 
reduce the tax burden on the middle class, and 
instead announced draconian and widespread 
tax increases. 


Preparation for unveiling of plan 


Prior to Feb. 17 Clinton worked hard to pre- 
pare the country for his central message of 
reducing the deficit through shared sacrifice. 


On Feb. 9 he announced a 25 per cent reduction in 
the number of White House staff with effect from 
Oct. 1, 1993. The cut, which was in accordance with 
an election campaign pledge, involved a reduction of 
those employed in the office of the President from 
1,394 to 1,044. Estimated savings including salary 
cuts of 6-10 per cent and the elimination of various 
employee perquisites, were estimated to amount 
to $10,000,000 per year. Other government 
departments were also directed to make cuts in 
staffing levels and costs, and on Feb. 10 Clinton 
announced plans to eliminate 100,000 federal 
government posts over the next four years. 


On Feb. 10 Clinton held in Detroit the first of a 
planned series of “electronic town-hall meetings”. 
The meeting was beamed simultaneously to televi- 
sion stations in Miami and Seattle, and ran parallel 
with a similar programme in California hosted by 
Vice-President Al Gore. Perched upon a stool, 
Clinton displayed the combination of informality and 
grasp of detail which he had used during the election 
campaign. In addition to answering questions from 
the invited audience, he prepared the ground for his 
economic statement by calling upon the country to 
accept “‘shared sacrifice” to combat the current range 
of economic problems. 


The preparation process culminated in a television 
address to the country on Feb. 15 in which Clinton 
urged the population to accept his forthcoming 
economic plan in the spirit of “patriotism”, stressing 
that he had been unable to deal with the growing 
budget deficit other than by raising taxes. Whereas in 
his election campaign he had promised tax increases 
only for those earning more than $200,000, in this 
address he acknowledged that 70 per cent of the new 
taxes would be paid by those earning more than 
$100,000 per year. 


Address to Congress 


Clinton’s 58-minute speech on Feb. 17, while 
not a State of the Union address, in many 
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and International Relations, had on Jan. 28 ex- 
changed portfolios with Joseph Clemence Rwega- 
sira, hitherto Minister of Labour and Youth 
Development. 


respects followed the format of such an event. 
It took place in the House of Representatives 
and was attended by the Cabinet, the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff of the armed forces and the 
justices of the Supreme Court, as well as by 


members of Congress. The speech was 
generally perceived as impressive in tone and 
delivery, and was punctuated by applause from 
the audience on 75 occasions. While reiterating 
many of the policy themes which he had 
included in his election campaign, the core of 
the speech concentrated on the economy. 


The President repeated his commitment to cut the 
annual budget deficit, currently around $300,000 
million, by $140,000 million by fiscal 1997. This 
amounted to a total saving of $493,000 million over 
four years, although White House documents issued 
on Feb. 19 showed that, after allowing for a 
stimulation package of around $169,000 million [see 
below], the total net reduction would actually 
amount to around $325,000 million. 


The deficit reduction plan rested more upon tax 
increases than spending cuts. The rate of income tax 
levied on single people earning more than $115,000 
per year, and couples earning in excess of $140,000, 
was to be raised from 31 to 36 per cent. A 10 per 
cent taxation surcharge would also be levied on 
incomes above $250,000 per year. Almost a quarter 
of those currently receiving social security payments 
would also be expected to pay additional taxes on 
their benefits. The corporate tax rate was to be raised 
from 34 to 36 per cent. 


Clinton also proposed a broad energy tax which, 
when fully phased in by 1997, would raise $22,000 
million per year. Spending cuts were to be effected 
by streamlining government, raising fees for 
government services, reducing defence expenditure 
and controlling health care costs, particularly 
Medicaid. 


Clinton also announced plans to spend an extra 
$169,000 million over the next four years in an 
attempt to encourage economic growth. This 
included investment in transport ($8,400 million), 
housing ($9,600 million), education and training 
($37,800 million, health care and nutrition ($26,000 
million) and tax credits for the working poor and 
benefits for the temporarily unemployed ($24,000 
million). It also included a $30,000 million short- 
term stimulus package—divided between new 
spending and tax incentives—designed to create 
some 500,000 new jobs. 


The President devoted a significant section of his 
speech to an impassioned plea over the importance 
of restructuring the country’s health care system, an 
issue currently being examined by his wife, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton. “All of our efforts to strengthen the 
economy will fail ... unless we also take this year— 
not next year, not five years from now, but this 
year—bold steps to reform our health care system.” 
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While the speech marked the abandonment of some 
of Clinton’s prominent campaign pledges—includ- 
ing commitments to middle class tax cuts, to halv- 
ing the deficit within four years, and to providing 
increased health care while controlling health 
costs—it also reiterated other campaign themes. 
These included increased spending on programmes 
for children, greater resources for treatment and 
research into AIDS, economic stimulation through 
public spending, defence cuts, and the transfer of a 
greater share of the tax burden to the wealthy. 


Many Republicans within Congress criticized 
Clinton’s speech as signalling a return to the 
traditional “tax-and-spend” Democratic 
policies of the past. Nevertheless, it received 
a positive reaction in much of the media and 
in subsequent public opinion polls, where it 
was seen as a genuine attempt to address the 
budget deficit. 


The chairman of the Federal Reserve Board, 
Alan Greenspan, also indicated his support for 
the administration’s economic programme. In 
his semi-annual monetary report to Congress 
on Feb. 19, Greenspan characterized the plan 
as “a serious proposal”, commenting: “Its ba- 
seline economic assumptions are plausible, 
and it is a detailed programme-by-programme 
set of recommendations as distinct from 
general goals.” He assured the Senate banking 
committee that the Federal Reserve Board 
would not impede economic recovery by 
allowing an exaggerated fear of inflation to 
lead to raised interest rates. 


In presenting his vision of a “new direction” for the 
country, Clinton specifically avoided blaming his 
Republican predecessors for the problems which he 
had inherited. Instead he called upon Congress to 
accept his proposed package as a whole. “This 
economic plan can’t please everybody,” he stated, 
and he warned: “If the package is picked apart, 
there’! be something that will anger each of us and 
won’t please anybody. But if it is taken as a whole 
it will help all of us.” 


On Feb. 18 Clinton embarked upon the first stage 
of an election-style countrywide campaign to win 
support for his proposals. The campaign involved 
further televised town-hall meetings, speeches and 
talk-show appearances in what was generally inter- 
preted as an attempt to pressurize Congress into 
accepting the package by rallying public opinion 
behind it. 


Nomination of 
Attorney General 


Clinton on Feb. 11 named Janet Reno, a 
Miami prosecutor, as US Attorney General. 
The nomination of Reno ended an embarrass- 
ing search by the new administration for a 
candidate to head the Justice Department fol- 
lowing the withdrawal in January of Clinton’s 
original choice for the post, Zoé Baird [see p. 
39261]. 


Baird had withdrawn after it was disclosed that she 
had broken the law by employing two illegal immi- 
grants as domestic assistants. Having committed 
himself to appoint the country’s first female Attor- 
ney General, Clinton considered several other 
women before reportedly selecting Judge Kimba 


Wood, who had presided over the trial in 1990 of 
disgraced financier Michael Milken. Almost im- 
mediately, however, on Feb. 5, Wood withdrew her 
name from consideration on the grounds that she, 
too, had employed an illegal alien for several years 
in order to assist with child care. Although Wood 
stressed that, at the time, her actions had not been 
illegal, she concluded that “in the current political 
environment, proceeding further with the possi- 
bility of my nomination would be inappropriate”. 


The furore surrounding this so-called “Nannygate” 
affair increased amidst reports that the administra- 
tion was considering several male candidates for 
the vacancy. This in turn led to accusations by 
women’s groups that the entire affair was discrimi- 
natory against women as it involved the scrutiny of 
domestic arrangements for which they were more 
often responsible than men. 


The selection of Reno, 54, who was unmarried 
and without children, was seen as having fi- 
nally solved the problem. A graduate from 
Harvard Law School, Reno had been a state 
prosecutor for Dade County, Florida, for 15 
years and had acquired a reputation for adher- 
ing to the highest ethical standards. She was 
also known as a formidably effective court- 
room performer, an opponent of the death 
sentence (although she had sought the death 
penalty in some of the cases which she had 
prosecuted), and a supporter of high-profile 
civil rights cases. 


The embarrassment catised to Clinton by the 
affair was heightened by the confession by 
Commerce Secretary Ron Brown that he had 
avoided paying social security taxes for his 
cleaning lady. 


Speaking on Feb. 7, Brown claimed that his failure 
to make the required payments had been an over- 
sight which had been corrected in January 1993 
“when most people found out there was an obliga- 
tion”. Although theoretically liable for prosecution 
over the matter, there was no indication that Brown 
was likely to resign his Cabinet post. This led to 
further accusations by women’s groups that male 
and female politicians were judged by different 
standards. 


Defence cuts 


It was reported on Feb. 4 that the Clinton 
administration had ordered Defence Depart- 
ment officials to identify cuts totalling 
$10,800 million within the $266,000 million 
national defence budget for fiscal 1994 which 
had been drawn up by President George Bush 
shortly before leaving office. 


The move was in line with Clinton’s already stated 
intention to cut defence spending by $60,000 mil- 
lion over five years [but see below for proposed 
more drastic cuts]. The policy guidelines which 
accompanied the proposed reduction also signalled 
that Clinton was determined to press ahead with his 
plan to reduce the size of the armed forces to below 
the 1,600,000 figure which Bush and the Pentagon 
had claimed was the minimum necessary to guar- 
antee national security. 


Reports that senior military figures were deeply 
unhappy with the proposed cuts were intensified by 
reports that Gen. Colin Powell was considering 
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retiring as Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
prior to the expiry of his second term on Sept. 30, 
1993. Powell vigorously denied the reports, claim- 
ing that he had informed Bush in 1992 of his 
intention not to seek a third term and of the possi- 
bility of his early retirement. Although an out- 
spoken opponent of Clinton’s plans to remove the 
prohibition on homosexuals serving in the military 


[see p. 39262], Powell denied that he had any 


conflict with the new administration over levels of 


military spending and stated that he had every 


intention of appearing before Congress to support 
the reduced defence budget. 


On Feb. 18 the Clinton administration un- 
veiled a long-term defence plan which en- 
tailed deeper military cuts than any which it 
had previously suggested were under con- 
sideration. The five-year spending plan pro- 
posed cuts of $123,900 million between 1994 
and 1998, with the biggest single annual re- 
duction ($39,200 million) falling in 1998. 
Analysts suggested that, if implemented, such 
cuts would ensure that the number of US 
troops would fall from its current level of 
1,755,000 to well below the 1,400,000 figure 
which the administration had hitherto pro- 
jected as its 1997 target. 


Passage of Family Leave Act 


On Feb. 5 Clinton signed into law the Family 
Leave Act, the first piece of legislation en- 
acted by the new Congress. The measure, 
which was due to come into operation six 
months later, was of considerable symbolic 
significance as it was identical to legislation 
which had been twice vetoed by Bush. 


The new law required companies employing more 
than 50 employees to allow workers to take up to 
12 weeks of unpaid leave for the birth of a child or 
to care for a sick family member. The bill was 


passed by both houses of Congress on Feb. 3. In the. 


House of Representatives it was approved by 247 


votes to 152, and in the Senate—where the 43- - 


member Republican minority had ‘the power to 
mount an effective filibuster—by 71 votes to 27. 


In addition to underlining the difference be- 
tween Clinton and Bush, the Act—which rep- 
resented the translation of a campaign 
promise into legislation within 16 days of the 
inauguration of the new administration—was 
hailed as indicative of the end of the “grid- 
lock” which had characterized the difficult 


relationship between President and Con- | 


gress—and between the Democrats and Re- 
publicans within Congress—during the era of 
the Bush administration. 


Relaxation of rules governing Medicaid 


The passage of the Family Leave Act came 
within the context of a series of social policy 
initiatives announced by Clinton earlier in the 
month. Among these was a relaxation of the 
controls on how individual states managed 
their portions of Medicaid, the national pro- 
gramme which provided health care cover for 
low-income families. 


Ata meeting with the country’s state Governors on 


Feb. 1, the President announced that he had ordered 
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the Department of Health and Human Services to 
streamline its procedures for granting waivers from 
Medicaid rules for states which were seeking new 
ways of handling health care problems. The burden 
of Medicaid upon state budgets had been a peren- 
nial complaint by governors from both parties, 
particularly as federal government had imposed 
greater requirements on them without necessarily 
providing a commensurate increase in funding. 
With Medicaid obligations constituting an expan- 
ding portion of state budgets—in 1990 it accounted 
for 14 per cent of the total state budgets, and was 
expected to rise to 25 per cent by 1995—many 
states had adopted innovatory procedures in an 
attempt to curtail costs but had often been impeded 
by the inflexibility of federal regulations. 


Clinton expanded on his proposals for a re- 
form of the US welfare system in a speech to 
the National Governors’ Association on Feb. 
2, in which he promised to “end welfare as we 
know it” by transforming it into “a second 
chance, not a way of life”. Reiterating several 
of the themes of his election campaign, the 
President promised to provide guaranteed 
health care for the poor, more rigorous child 
support rules, an expansion of job training and 
education programmes for recipients of Aid 
to Families with Dependent Children, and an 
increase in income tax credits in order to 
supplement the incomes of the working poor. 


Launch of immunization programme 
for children 


The President also promised, on Feb. 1, to 
provide all children with free immunization 
against a range of illnesses including polio 
and measles. 


The sharp rise in the costs of vaccinations over the 
previous decade had resulted in fewer than 50 per 
cent of all US children being fully immunized— 
fewer than 10 per cent in many of the poorer inner 
city areas. Drug companies responded to the an- 
nouncement by claiming that rising prices were a 
function of the high costs of research, a claim which 
the President dismissed as misleading. 


The immunization programme, which was to 
be backed with legislation, was formally laun- 
ched by Clinton on Feb. 12, with the provision 
of greater assistance to public health pro- 
grammes to buy vaccine, and the initiation of 
negotiations with the country’s drug com- 
panies with a view to reducing the price of 
vaccines. In a blunt warning to the drug com- 
panies Clinton demanded that they “change 
their priorities” and that “they must not profit 
at the expense of our children”. 


Dismantling of anti-union 
regulations 


It was reported on Feb. 3 that Clinton had 
rescinded two key administrative directives of 
the Bush administration relating to trade 
unions. The new President characterized the 
directives as “distinctly anti-trade union” and 
stated that their elimination was necessary in 
coe to restore “balance in America’s work- 
_ place”. 


One of the directives to be rescinded was an order, 


- signed by Bush shortly before the 1992 elections, 


which had lifted the requirement for federal agen- 
cies to hire union members or to pay union rates for 
federally funded construction projects. The second 
order, issued earlier in 1992, had required the post- 
ing of notices on all federal projects advising 
workers of their rights not to pay union levies. 


Although during the election campaign Clin- 
ton had characterized himself as a “New 
Democrat”, free of the Democratic Party’s 
traditional links with organized labour, he had 
received considerable support from trade 
unions. His willingness to begin undoing 
some of the anti-union measures of the Bush 
era so early in his presidential term was, like 
his action upon abortion [see p. 39262], seen 
as indicative of his desire to demonstrate the 
difference between his administration and 
that of his Republican predecessor. 


Bombing of World Trade 
Center 


The World Trade Center in New York City 
was damaged on Feb. 26 by a large bomb. The 
explosion, which occurred in an underground 
car park below the huge office complex, killed 
five people and injured more than 1,000. 


Within several days there were around 55 tele- 
phone calls claiming responsibility for the bomb, 
although the authorities were reported to have no 
firm leads in apportioning blame. The most likely 
suspects were thought to be Serbian nationalists, 
representatives of Iraq or Muslim fundamentalists. 


The Center partially reopened on March 1 
amidst tight security, although fewer than 
one-third of the more than 50,000 people who 
usually worked in the complex were able to 
return to their offices. It was thought likely 
that the complex’s two 110-storey towers 
would remain closed for several weeks. 


Wi Last article pp. 39260-63; reference article pp. R54-56. 


CANADA 


Announcement of 
resignation of Prime Minister 


Brian Mulroney announced on Feb. 24 his 
resignation as leader of the Progressive Con- 
servative party (PCP) and as federal Prime 
Minister. The move, which was designed to 
improve the chances of the PCP in the general 
election due to held later in 1993, was to 
become effective following the selection of a 
new PCP leader at a party convention, likely 
to be held in June. 


Mulroney, 53, had led his party to victory at the 
elections of 1984 and 1988. However, in the face 
of asevere economic recession and a failure to find 
a solution to the country’s ongoing constitutional 
conflict—particularly the demand for greater au- 
tonomy by the French-speaking province of Que- 
bec—recent opinion polls had shown him to be the 
most unpopular Prime Minister in modern Cana- 
dian history. 
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Among the senior PCP members thought most 
likely to succeed Mulroney were National 
Defence and Veterans’ Affairs Minister Kim 
Campbell, International Trade and Industry, 
Science and Technology Minister Michael 
Wilson, Communications Minister Perrin 
Beatty and Environment Minister Jean Cha- 
Test. 


Wi Last article p- 39263; reference article pp. R33-34. 


CUBA 
Elections 


The first direct election of deputies to the 
National Assembly of People’s Power 
(ANPP), previously chosen indirectly by mu- 
nicipal councillors, were held on Feb. 25. 
Figures issued by the National Electoral Com- 
mission the following day showed that all 589 
candidates for 589 posts had obtained more 
than the necessary 50 per cent of the vote to 
be elected. Of these, 80 per cent had obtained 
more than 95 per cent of the valid votes cast, 
some of the highest returns being registered in 
the most deprived districts of the capital, Ha- 
vana. The turnout among the 7,842,617 regis- 
tered voters was officially put at 99.6 per cent, 
leaving an abstention rate of 0.4 per cent. 
Elected simultaneously were 1,190 delegates 
to 14 provincial assemblies. 


The official Communist Party (PCC) daily 
Granma claimed that only an insignificant 
minority of voters “had allied themselves with 
imperialism against the fatherland”. Foreign 
journalists, Western diplomats and local op- 
position groups were agreed that null and 
blank votes, judged by political analysts in 
advance to be the only real measure of dissent 
given the complete absence of alternative can- 
didates, had not exceeded much more than 12 
per cent of the total. The illegal Commission 
of Human Rights and National Reconciliation 
estimated the figure at not more than 15 per 
cent. 


The predictability of the result robbed it of much 
political significance at home and abroad but rec- 
onfirmed the level of popular support which the 
government retained in a period of acute economic 
crisis. This legitimized the continued rule of Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro Ruz and other PCC politburo 
members who stood in the election as part of a 
multi-layered process to re-confirm them in their 
current positions. 


Officially all candidates were selected by grass- 
roots Committees of the Revolution and were not 
obliged to be PCC members. However, in practice 
none was an opponent of one-party rule and there 
were several reports from December onwards of 
members of small dissident groups being openly 
harassed, sometimes violently, and kept away from 
election meetings. 


Considerable attention was given to casual 
remarks made by Castro in a news conference 
on Feb. 24, when he stated that he hoped he 
would not be President in five years’ time, 
although he left the issue open by claiming 


39311 


News Digest for February 1993 


that he would see how nature treated him in 
the intervening period. He stated that “even 
marathon runners get tired” and added that 
with current work levels “five years are a very, 
very, serious thing”. 

Arrest of union leader 


The executive of the illegal Cuban Workers’ 
Trade Union (USTC) announced on Feb. 10 
that its leader Rafael Gutiérrez Santos had 
been arrested during the weekend of Feb. 6-7. 
The USTC was reportedly established at the 
beginning of the year after breaking away 
from another illegal organization, the General 
Union of Cuban workers (UGTC). 


Wi Last article p. 39231; reference article p. R37. 


HAITI 
UN-OAS civil mission 


Dante Caputo, the UN Secretary-General’s 
special envoy to Haiti, announced in New 
York on Feb. 9 that agreement had been 
reached with the army-backed government 
for the future deployment of an international 
civil mission of some 200 members, under the 
joint auspices of the UN and the Organization 
of American States (OAS). 


The mission’s purpose, according to Caputo on 
Feb. 11, would be to keep “control over the situ- 
ation of violence and human rights” in the country. 
He described this as the “first effective step towards 
the global resolution of the crisis” and towards the 
restoration of democracy since the army toppled 
the exiled President, Fr Jean Bertrand Aristide, in 
September 1991 [see pp. 38430; 38522-23]. The 
UN component was to be dispatched as soon as an 
advance team of human rights experts and technical 
personnel had reported on conditions in the 
country. 


On Feb. 1 a 300-strong demonstration opposed to 
such a mission had greeted a small UN-OAS nego- 
tiating team, headed by Caputo, on its arrival in the 
capital, Port-au-Prince, for three days of talks. 
Leaders of nine pro-military political parties also 
announced their opposition as did, initially, Prime 
Minister Marc Bazin, backed by Army commander 
and coup leader Gen. Raoul Cédras, who claimed 
that national sovereignty would be threatened by 
the proposed mission. 


In a volte face Bazin stated on Feb. 9 that terms of 
reference for the mission’s visit had been agreed 
and that the government would co-operate with the 
OAS-UN mission provided that it acted “within its 
mandate” and did nothing contrary to the Constitu- 
tion or to national sovereignty. He envisaged that 
if everything went well, the government was ex- 
pecting “a development in several stages”, namely, 
the establishment of a plan for overseeing and 
protecting human rights, another for institutional 
reforms, and one for initiating political dialogue. 
Bazin promised that in all the stages of this process 
the Congress, acting as the “the cornerstone of 
democracy”, would be regularly consulted. 


Bazin’s pledge came at time of reported factional 
infighting for control of the Senate, between the 
Alliance for Parliamentary Cohesion and the Con- 
stitutional Anti-Corruption Bloc, both of which 


were composed of pro-military senators. Local 
radio on Feb. 3 claimed that the Senate had voted 
to dismiss Bazin from office for participating in 
talks with Caputo’s team on the proposed UN-OAS 
mission. 

Ferry tragedy 

Port authorities in Port-au-Prince feared that 
between 1,700 and 2,000 people were 
drowned in one of the worst sea disasters in 
recent history: the capsize and sinking of an 
ancient and dilapidated three-tiered ferry, the 
Neptune, whose upper deck collapsed in a 
storm on Feb. 17. 


Packed on board were peasants, poor farmers, farm 
animals and other produce en route from the agri- 
cultural centre of Jérémie to the markets in Port-au- 
Prince. Only 800 tickets had been sold for the 
passage before its departure, but, as on previous 
trips, the boat was jammed to overflowing. The Red 
Cross claimed to have accounted for 285 survivors 
but other sources placed the figure at 150. 


i Last article p- 39263-64; reference article pp. R43-44. 


TRINIDAD AND 
TOBAGO 


Serious labour unrest 


The People’s National Movement (PNM) 
government of Prime Minister Patrick Man- 
ning placed the army on alert on Feb. 15 in 
response to a growing crisis of labour unrest. 


The National Union of Government and Federated 
Workers (NUGFW), the Public Services Associ- 
ation (PSA) and the National Trade Union Centre 
(NATUC) had mounted protests in rural and urban 
areas over the cutting of local authority budgets, the 
government’s delay in paying salary arrears esti- 
mated to total TT$2,000 million, and a plan to make 
more than 3,000 public-sector workers redundant. 
The protests included an unprecedented march by 
uniformed police officers. 


In what analysts described as an “ideological 
about-face”, the PNM had selected 24 state com- 
panies for total or partial privatization, out of a total 
of 83 in which the government had a stake, thereby 
reversing the traditional PNM approach in which 
the state was a prime mover in the economy. 


Wi Last article p. 39000; reference article p. R52. 


ANTIGUA AND 
BARBUDA 


Suspension of senior ALP 
Official 


As reported in late February, the ruling Anti- 
gua Labour Party (ALP) suspended former 
Trade, Industry and Energy Minister Hugh 
Marshall, who was a first vice-president of the 
party, from his official party duties and execu- 
tive meetings, for opposing a government bill 
to amend the Public Utilities Act [for dissen- 
sion and his departure from the Cabinet in 
March 1991 [see p. 38092]. He was to be the 


subject of internal disciplinary proceedings. 
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The bill provided for the creation of a five-member 
commission to oversee the state-owned Antigua 
Public Utilities Authority (APUA), responsible for 
the running of the country’s water, telephone and 
electricity services. The commission would also 
hear complaints about new tariffs proposed for the 
supply of utilities, and make recommendations to 
the Cabinet. The bill also proposed that the Prime 
Minister, Vere C. Bird Sr, or the Public Utilities, 
Transport and Energy Minister, Robin Yearwood, 
could dismiss the commission’s chair or any of its 
members “for any good or sufficient cause”. 


Marshall had argued that this was a dangerous 
concentration of power and he also questioned 
Yearwood’s integrity. ALP chair Adolphus Free- 
land, also Health and Labour Minister, threatened 
to expel Marshall from the party, accusing him of 
opposing “every bill” presented in the parliament. 
Finance Minister Molwyn Joseph accused Mar- 
shall of having “ulterior motives” and publicly 
stated that there was “some design afoot to destroy 
this organization [i.e. the ALP]”. The controversy 
over Marshall was the latest in a series of internal 
disputes in the ALP, recently focused on a power 
struggle over Bird Sr’s successor. 


Wl Reference article p- R28. 


MONTSERRAT 


Freeing of former 
government ministers 


The acquittal was reported in mid-February of 
former Chief Minister John Osborne and for- 
mer Agriculture Minister Noel Tuitt. Both had 
been held and brought to trial in October 1992 | 
on corruption charges dating back to their 
period in office under the People’s Liberation 
Movement (PLM) government which was de- 
feated in the October 1991 general election 
[see pp. 38524; R54]. 


The trial followed an investigation by United King-. 
dom detectives into charges that both had conspired 
with persons unknown to solicit US$10,000 from a 
private US citizen in order to secure a land holding 
lease for Providence Estate Limited. 


W Last article p. 38811; reference article p. R54. 


GUATEMALA 
Resumption of peace talks 


The government and the left-wing Guatema- 
lan Revolutionary National Unity (URNG) 
resumed peace talks on Feb. 23 in the Mexican 
capital, Mexico City; the last, inconclusive, 
round of talks had been held in August 1992 
[see pp. 39046-45]. The 31-year civil war had 
claimed at least 120,000 lives. e 


In a joint statement on Feb. 24 Spain, Colombia, 
Mexico and Venezuela announced that they had 
constituted themselves as a “group of friends” to 
assist and further the peace process. Both sides 
welcomed this initiative, and welcomed the:’ 
presence in Mexico of Yago Pico de Coafia, secre~ 
tary for Ibero-American Affairs in the Spanish 
Foreign Ministry. 
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The main stumbling block remained the URNG’s 
demand that an unconditional and internationally 
verifiable human rights agreement be signed by 
both sides as a necessary precondition for a cease- 
fire. The Guatemalan government, which had 
presented its own peace plan in January [see p. 
39265], rejected URNG counter-proposals includ- 
ing the reduction of the army by 50 per cent. The 
Guatemalan military described these as “not nego- 
tiable issues” and insisted that an additional URNG 
demand, for the purge of military officers involved 
in human rights violations, was a matter of national 
security and, as such, the sole prerogative of the 
military leadership and the President. The URNG 
in turn accused the government of “lacking politi- 
cal will” and of “issuing threats and ultimatums” to 
stall the peace process. 


Wi Last article pp. 39264-65; reference article p. R42. 


NICARAGUA 


Establishment of 
reconciliation commission 


Army C.-in-C. Gen. Humberto Ortega Saave- 
dra announced on Feb. 22 that the government 
had established a commission whose task was 
to try to reach a rapprochement with re-armed 
groups of right-wing contra rebels (“recon- 
tras”) and their left-wing Sandinista counter- 
parts (“recompas”). The commission was to 
be composed of officials from the Interior 
Ministry, the army and other, unspecified, 
institutions. 


A new disarmament programme had been an- 
nounced by the government on Feb. 18 with the 
_ main objective of recovering at least 20,000 rifles 
believed to be in the hands of civilians and irregular 
forces throughout the country. Official estimates 
were that the number of recontras, recompas and 
disaffected police personnel amounted to no more 
than 1,200 altogether. 


In fighting between recontras and the army on Feb. 
18, four rebels were killed in the village of El 
Guabo, 160 km north of the capital, Managua. This 
brought to 70 the number of deaths in armed clashes 
in northern provinces since December. According 
to military sources, an estimated 600 recontras 
from several groups were carrying out operations 
in the provinces of Matagalpa and Jinotega and 
approximately 100 recompas were active in Madriz 
and Nueva Segovia. 


Anti-government demonstrations 


Conservative parties within the ruling Na- 
tional Opposition Union (UNO) coalition, 
which in January had ended their support for 
President Violeta Chamorro de Barrios and 
her inner Cabinet and moved over to the op- 
position [see p. 39265], staged a demonstra- 
tion of 20,000 people in Managua on Feb. 28. 
Some UNO leaders threatened to shut down 
the country through civil disobedience cam- 
paigns unless Chamorro dropped left-wing 
Sandinistas from her government. There had 
onstrations on Feb. 
20-21 in Matagalpa, Granada, Chinandega 

and Rivas. About 5,000 demonstrators par- 


ticipated in a UNO protest in Managua on Feb. 
Po 


i Last article p. 39265; reference article p. R47. 


PANAMA 
Kidnapping of US missionaries 


Local news outlets reported on Feb. 5 that a 
previously unknown guerrilla group, the 20th 
December Torrijist Patriotic Vanguard (VPT- 
20), had claimed responsibility for the kidnap- 
ping of three US missionaries belonging to the 
protestant evangelical “New Tribe” mission 
whom the group claimed were “CIA agents”. 


The three had been abducted on Jan. 31 in the 
province of Darien, bordering Colombia, and early 
reports attributed responsibility to guerrillas of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC). 

The government of President Guillermo Endara 
Galimany insisted on Feb. 4, in advance of any 
guerrilla demands, that it would not negotiate a 
ransom for the release of the missionaries. The US 
government had reportedly complained that the 
deployment of Panamanian counterinsurgency 
forces in the region was delaying the progress 
which the US authorities felt they could be making 
to rescue the three. 


Endara stated that the US$4,287,600,000 budget, 
approved on Jan. 2, contained special provision for 
the creation of a new border guard to prevent the 
incursion of Colombian guerrillas. 


Rejection of invasion damage claims 


According to the Feb. 12 Central American 
Report, the US Supreme Court had rejected 
compensation requests of US$200,000,000 
by Panamanian citizens who were suing the 
US government for damages incurred as a 
direct result of the 1989 US military invasion 
[see pp. 37112-13]. 


The Court rejected the plaintiffs’ claim that their 
right to sue was conferred by the 1977 Panama 
Canal Treaty. The treaty, it ruled, did not anticipate 
demands of individual Panamanians in federal 
courts. The decision caused widespread local out- 
rage and there were demands that the government 
now take up the issue at bilateral level—or, failing 
this, that it request the intervention of the UN and 
the Organization of American States (OAS) or 
make an appeal to the International Court of Justice 
in The Hague. 


i Last article p. 39232; reference article pp. R47-48. 


COLOMBIA 
Increased security 


The government underlined its commitment 
to internal security on Feb. 22 by increasing 
the budget for the military and police forces 
by 140,000 million pesos (US$170 million); 
this would allow for 8,000 more personnel in 
the army and police, seven new counter-sub- 
versive companies, 100 additional rural police 
stations, 50 police stations for the specific 
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protection of the infrastructure, and eight new 
intelligence networks. 


The largest single security operation ever staged in 
Colombia was launched in late February in the city 
of Medellin and the surrounding area of Antioquia 
province with the aim of recapturing Pablo Escobar 
Gaviria, the leader of the Medellin drug cartel who 
had escaped from prison in July 1992 [see p. 
39001]. Escobar was currently suspected of orde- 
ring a terror campaign to force the government to 
negotiate new conditions for his surrender. 


On Feb. 5 the state of emergency had been renewed 
across the country for a further 90 days. 


A series of large car bombs in the capital Bogota 
on Jan. 31 and Feb. 15, attributed to the Medellin 
drug cartel, killed a total of 25 civilians (including 
several children) and seriously injured up to 160 
others. In retaliation a new vigilante group, the 
self-proclaimed People Persecuted by Pablo Esco- 
bar (Pepes), launched bomb attacks in Medellin 
aimed at Escobar’s relatives and properties and 
reportedly killed 30 of his collaborators and em- 
ployees. According to police sources Pepes was 
composed of ex-Medellin cartel members belong- 
ing to the Moncada and Galeano families who had 
lost four of their number in an internal feud with 
Escobar’s wing the previous year. Escobar’s 
mother, wife and two sons were detained by se- 
curity police at Medellin international airport on 
Feb. 19 as they were about to leave the country for 
Miami. 

Alex Duran Fernandez, a ruling Liberal Party (PL) 
deputy and brother of an alleged drug-trafficker 
murdered in December, was shot dead along with 
three bodyguards on Feb. 6. On Feb. 10 a car bomb 
killed 13 people and injured 15 others in the city of 
Barrancabermeja, 250 km north of Bogota. On Feb. 
14 the former deputy director of the National 
Police, Gen. Carlos Arturo Casadiego Torrado, was 
shot dead. 


In Medellin on Feb. 16 six teenagers were killed 
and seven wounded in an indiscriminate attack later 
claimed by the group Popular Militias, active over 
the previous two years. Police claimed that the 
Popular Militias group was involved in a war with 
other bands of drug traffickers. 


Surrenders 


An unexpected bonus for the authorities was 
the surrender on Feb. 17 of Carlos Alzate 
Urquijo, Escobar’s chief of security and be- 
lieved to be head of the Medellin cartel’s 
armed wing. Giovanni Lopera, a leading Me- 
dellin cartel gunman, who gave himself up on 
Feb. 25 reportedly after Pepes threats, was the 
14th cartel member to surrender since Esco- 
bar’s escape from prison. 


Arrest of guerrilla leaders 


The capture of Feb. 18 of two left-wing guer- 
rilla leaders was cited by the government as 
evidence that its strong stance on security was 
paying dividends. 


Luis José Guillermo Meneses Reyes of the Na- 
tional Liberation Army (ELN) was reported to have 
been the commander of the ELN’s Captain Par- 
miento Front for the previous eight years, and 
Fernan Fortich Gonzalez was described as the com- 
mander of the ELN’s northern battle front. 
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Attorney General's report on UNASE 


The office of the Attorney General disclosed 
on Feb. 18 that 150 members of the National 
Anti-Extortion and Kidnapping Unit 
(UNASE)—including colonels, lieutenants, 
majors, captains and more than 100 non-com- 
missioned officers (NCOs), policemen and 
soldiers—had been indicted for abuse of auth- 
ority. Specific charges included acts of tor- 
ture, false arrests and illegal negotiations with 
kidnap victims and with kidnappers, along 
with a wide range of other “irregular” actions. 
The majority of the cases related to UNASE 
activities in Medellin. 

Dismissal of Agriculture Minister 


Agriculture and Livestock Minister Alfonso 
Lopez Caballero was dismissed following the 
bringing of charges against him on Feb. 2 by 
the Attorney General’s office. He was accused 
of breaching the code regarding conflict of 
interests during land purchase proceedings in 
the intendency of Casanare. Mines and En- 
ergy Minister Guido Nule Amin was given the 
additional responsibility for Agriculture and 
Livestock on an acting basis. 


Wi Last article p. 39267; reference article pp. R35-36. 


VENEZUELA 
Provincial unrest 


Troops and riot police were used to quell 
serious civil unrest on Feb. 16-17 in the east- 
ern coastal city of Cumana, capital of Sucre 
state, and in Barinas, the capital of Barinas 
state in the south-west of the country. 


Rioting and looting had followed a Supreme Court 
ruling directing the temporary suspension of new 
elections in the two states (scheduled for March 14) 
and leaving in their posts as governors, in an acting 
capacity, the Democratic Action (AD) incumbents 
who had held office before the disputed December 
regional and municipal elections [see pp. 39233; 
39268]. The main opposition Social Christian Party 
(COPE]) and the Movement Towards Socialism 
(MAS), which claimed to have won the recent 
elections in Barinas and Sucre respectively, an- 
nounced that they would appeal against the deci- 
sion. 


Two students were reported to have been killed and 
15 civilians injured in Cumana, where the local 
Chamber of Commerce claimed that looting had 
resulted in damage estimated at 1,200 million boli- 
vares (about US$14,700,000). Several hundred 
people were reported to have been arrested in both 
cities, which remained under strict military control. 


Interior Minister Jesus Ramon Carmona 
stated on Feb. 17 that there were no plans to 
suspend constitutional rights in either state, 
but warned that the government would do so 
if it thought it was necessary. 

On Feb. 4 Carmona had denied accusations by the 
human rights organization Amnesty International 
that human rights were being violated in the 
country. 


Wi Last article pp- 39267-68; reference article p. R58. 


PERU 
Local elections 


The Jan. 29 local elections, whose results were 
released in early February, confirmed a politi- 
cal trend, when independents, pointedly es- 
chewing ideological stances, were swept into 
office across the country at the expense of 
candidates from the pro-government New 
Majority-Change 90 (NM-C-90) coalition 
and of traditional political parties, whose suc- 
cesses were restricted to a few regional 
strongholds. 


This trend was most evident in the capital, Lima, 
where the mayoral race was won by the inde- 
pendent incumbent Ricardo Belmont, a popular 
television magnate, who was re-elected with more 
than 45 per cent of the vote. Another independent, 
Luis Caceres, the current mayor of the southern city 
of Arequipa, was runner-up in Lima with 30 per 
cent; the social democratic American Popular Rev- 
olutionary Alliance (APRA) and other parties of the 
left together received less than 10 per cent of the 
vote in the capital, which contained one-third of the 
country’s voters. 


As compared with previous elections, the 
level of political violence was sharply re- 
duced, providing evidence that the Maoist 
Shining Path (Sendero Luminoso) guerrilla 
group was significantly weakened by the Sep- 
tember-October capture of key political 
leaders. 


Sendero had called for a two-day armed strike, 
threatening voters in many districts, and killed up 
to 20 candidates in the run-up to polling, including 
Alejandro Pantigoso, a leader of self-governing 
shanty town dwellers standing for the mayorship of 
the Villa El Salvador slum district in the capital 
Lima. 

Observers from the Organization of American 
States (OAS) were reported to have been satisfied 
with the electoral process. 


Sentencing of lawyers 


Alfredo Crespo Bragayrac and Jorge Cart- 
agena Vargas, both leading members of the 
Democratic Lawyers’ Association (AAD), 
were sentenced on Feb. 2 to life imprisonment 
for treason. Arrested on Jan. 11, they were 
charged before a military court with acting as 
the link between imprisoned leaders of Sen- 
dero Luminoso and their field units. A third 
lawyer, Andres Coehllo, had also been ar- 
rested on the same charges. 


Crespo and Cartagena had, between them, repre- 
sented Sendero leader Abimael Guzman Renoso, 
arrested in September and sentenced to life im- 
prisonment in October, along with other captured 
Sendero leaders such as Osmon Morote and Marta 
Huatay, who was also a former AAD president [see 
pp. 39092; 39138-39]. 


Political analysts suggested that the arrests were 
part of a government strategy to make the im- 
prisoned leaders responsible for Sendero actions 
subsequent to their arrests and so liable to the death 
penalty, if it were restored, on charges unrelated to 
those on which they were originally convicted— 
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such as, notably, Guzman’s alleged authorization, 
via Crespo, of a violent campaign to disrupt the 
January local elections. 


Sentencing of officers 

High-ranking officers, accused of participat- 
ing in the November 1992 foiled coup attempt 
[see p. 39187], were reported to have been 
sentenced on Feb. 18. 


The heaviest sentence was that on Gen. Jaime 
Salinas Sedo who received an eight-year prison 
term and was fined 500,000 soles for causing econ- 
omic damage to the state. Gen. Manuel Obando 
Salas was condemned to seven years’ detention and 
26 other military officers received prison sentences 
ranging from six months to seven years. 


The Congressional Constitution Commission on 
Feb. 16 had turned down a request for an amnesty. 
The possibility of a presidential pardon, however, 
was not ruled out, especially in the light of reports 
that some members of the armed forces were “rest- 
less” and that the military now resented the what 
they saw as the heavy-handed style of government. 
adopted by President Alberto Keinya Fujimori. 


Non-extradition of Garcia from 
Colombia 


As reported on Feb. 11, the Colombian gov- 
ernment confirmed that it had no intention of 
complying with Fujimori’s recent request for 
the extradition of Alan Garcia Pérez, the for- ~ 
mer Peruvian President (1985-90), who had 
been offered political asylum following the 
April 1992 presidential coup [see pp. 38846; 
38959]. Garcia was accused of illegal per- 
sonal enrichment while in office. 


US assistance 


The new US administration under President 
Bill Clinton claimed in late February to be 
satisfied with Peruvian government assur- 
ances relating to human rights given during 

talks in Washington with government offi- _ 
cials headed by Economy and Finance Minis- 
ter Jorge Camet Dickman and Justice Minister — 
Fernando Vega Santa Gadea. 


This approval on human rights issues cleared the 
way for US support of a previously blocked multi- 
national assistance programme, including a short- 
term bridging loan of US$2,000 million, aimed at 
clearing Peruvian arrears with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. On 
Feb. 9 Japan had approved a US$100,000,000 loan, 
channelled through the Inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank (IDB), to reform the financial system. 


Wi Last article p. 39266; reference article pp. R49-50. 


BRAZIL 
IMF talks 


The International Mi Fund (IMF) 

sisted on Feb. 10 at the end of week-long feet 5 
in Washington that the Brazilian government 
should ok: a fully eee economic pro- - 
gramme before a new ae 
Ta Le cenegod The IMEGide 

ever, that the SDR 1,500 million aes 100 
million) January 1992 standby credit arrange- 
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ment [see pp. 38719-20] should be used as a 
basis for a new negotiations. 


This agreement (formally expiring in August 1993) 
had collapsed, after an initial payment, due to the 
previous Collor government’s failure to meet stipu- 
lated anti-inflationary conditions [ibid.]. A new 
accord would have allowed the restructuring of 
_ US$44,000 million in commercial debt, for which 
an estimated US$3,200 million was needed as col- 
lateral, at least half of which had to come from 
multilateral institutions. Over the past decade Bra- 
zil’s total foreign debt had more than doubled to 
US$120,000 million, although payments had been 
made totalling US$112,000 million. 


Anambitious fiscal reform package had been intro- 
duced in November 1992 in an attempt to solve a 
series of residual structural problems before the 
formulation of a new economic plan [see p. 39188]. 
However, revenue-raising pro in this pack- 
age had been modified by the Congress to the extent 
that they were expected to raise only US$2,000- 
3,000 million. Inflation stood at 27.45 per cent 
month-on-month for January 1993, more than two 
points up on December and in excess of the total 
figure for 1993 envisaged by the 1992 IMF accord. 


Accounting decree 


The business sector reacted angrily on Feb. 12 
to a presidential decree raising corporation 
taxes through the introduction of new ac- 
counting rules. 


The decree abolished the June 1991 law which 
allowed companies to re-evaluate assets and re- 
claim back taxes. An estimated increase in 
revenues of US$7,000 million was now expected. 
The government had hoped to raise precisely this 
amount through a new tax on cheques, part of the 
- original November 1992 fiscal reform package 
_ [ibid.], which had, however, failed to pass through 
the Congress on Feb. 11, largely because of the 
successful lobbying of the powerful Sao Paulo 
business sector. 


Report on police massacre 


Over 100 suspended military police officers 
accused of involvement in the Oct. 2 massacre 
of 111 inmates in Sdo Paulo’s main prison, the 
Casa de Detencao [see p. 39139], were rein- 
stated following the release of a military 
police report on Feb. 11. 


The report admitted that the officers as a group had 
been guilty of “excesses” but acknowledged the 
difficulty of apportioning individual blame. How- 
ever, Col. Ubiratan Guimaraes, in charge of the 
action, remained suspended and, according to the 
state prosecutor, was liable to between 12 and 30 
years’ imprisonment. 

Escape of murderers of Mendes 


Darly Alves da Silva and his son Darci Alves 
Pereire, convicted in December 1990 for the 
murder in December 1988 of environmental 
campaigner Francisco “Chico” Mendes Filho 
[see pp. 36459; 37914], escaped from prison 
on Feb. 15. 


Mendes supporters and police blamed lax security 
which allowed both men to cut through cell bars in 
the prison, situated in the state of Acre in the 
extreme north-west of the country. A lawyer repre- 
senting Mendes’s widow blamed local authorities 


for the escape which, he claimed, had been long 
forecast by local human rights groups. 


Eviction of gold prospectors 


As reported on Feb. 20, the government an- 
nounced pro for the gradual removal 
with effect from Feb. 25 of 11,000 illegal gold 
prospectors or garimpeiros who had invaded 
the 94,000 sq km Yanomami Indian reserve 
in the Amazonian state of Roraima. 


The proposed operation, codenamed “Operation 
Free Forest”, was expected to take from three to 
four months, employing 250 full-time staff and 
costing the equivalent of an estimated 
US$1,400,000. The prospectors, outnumbering 
some 7,500 Yanomamis, had brought in venereal 
diseases and malaria, together responsible for hun- 
dreds of Indian deaths, and had seriously polluted 
rivers and streams by the reckless use of mercury 
in the process of extracting gold. 


i Last article p. 39268; reference article pp. R32-33. 


FALKLAND 
(MALVINAS) ISLANDS 


Investigation into alleged 
atrocities during Falklands 
war 


Two detectives left the United Kingdom for 
the Falkland Islands on Feb. 2 to investigate 
allegations about the treatment of Argentinian 
prisoners in contravention of the Geneva con- 
ventions during the war with Argentina in 
1982. 


The UK Ministry of Defence had ordered the in- 
vestigation after the publication in 1991 of a book, 
Excursion to Hell, the recollections of a former 
British lance-corporal, Vincent Bramley. The most 
serious allegation in the book was Bramley’s claim 
that members of the Third Battalian, the Parachute 
Regiment, had shot dead four Argentinian 
prisoners following the battle of Mount Longdon 
on June 11-12, 1982. 


The week before the arrival of the detectives, a 
correspondent of the British newspaper the Daily 
Mail reported fresh testimony by some local inhabi- 
tants who claimed that Argentinian prisoners had 
also been shot dead following the battle of Goose 
Green. 


Argentinian response 


The response of the Argentinian government 
was muted. The sole official quoted expressed 
fears that the reports would revive demands 
of Argentinian ex-combatants for the inter- 
vention of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross to exhume bodies in the cemetery 
at Darwin for examination. The government 
feared that this would re-direct attention to the 
issue of sovereignty over the islands in rela- 
tions with the UK [see p. 39269], when current 
official policy was to focus attention on rights 
to the exploitation of fish stocks and oil in the 
Falklands region. 
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The British embassy in the Argentine capital, 
Buenos Aires, discounted the possibility of exhu- 
mation “at this stage of the investigation”. 


Wl Reference article p. R40. 


CENTRAL AMERICA 
Free-trade agreement 


A free-trade agreement was signed by the 
Presidents of the five members of the Central 
American Common Market (Costa Rica, El 
Salvador, Honduras, Guatemala and Nica- 
ragua) and the Presidents of Colombia and 
Venezuela at the conclusion of talks on Feb. 
12-13 in the Venezuelan capital, Caracas. 
Mexico was also represented at the meeting; 
and Panama, currently excluded, was ex- 
pected to apply for inclusion. 


All parties were agreed on the need to make 
the agreement consistent with that signed by 
the five central American countries and Mex- 
ico in August 1992 [see p. 39047] in order to 
achieve one binding accord between Central 
America and the Group of Three (G-3) (Co- 
lombia, Venezuela and Mexico) as the pre- 
liminary to the formation of a distinct 
free-trade zone. Initial reservations from 
Costa Rica, which considered its economic 
policies significantly more advanced than 
those of its regional neighbours and which had 
expressed reservations about being restricted 
by “block” negotiations, were overcome after 
minor modifications were accepted by the 
other countries. 


The agreement, which was to take effect in June 
1993, allowed for (i) duty-free access for 500 Cen- 
tral American products to Venezuela and Colom- 
bia; (ii) similar treatment for Colombian and 
Venezuelan exports but only to those products not 
currently available in Central American countries; 
(iii) a tariff ceiling of 20 per cent on other products 
traded between all seven countries, excepting Ni- 
caragua where there would be a 40 per cent tariff; 
(iv) the lifting of all trade barriers by the end of 10 
years; and (v) mechanisms for the promotion of 
co-operation and productive investments between 
all the countries. 


San José IX 


The San José Group of the five Central Ameri- 
can Foreign Ministers met their counterparts 
from the European Communities (EC) in San 
Salvador on Feb. 22-23 for their ninth annual 
conference [for eighth conference see p. 
38761]. Mexico, Venezuela and Colombia 
were present as associates. 


A total of US$25,000,000 in EC development aid 
was made available to the Central American region, 
which in return agreed to a five-year plan for in- 
creased economic co-operation with the EC. The 
final communiqué contained clauses pressing for 
the consolidation of democracy and human rights 
in the area through the linking of peace with econ- 
omic development and social justice. However, no 
reference was made to the critical issue of Central 
American banana exports to the single European 
market on which, reportedly, no agreement had 
been reached [see also p. 39340]. 
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Drug agreement 


The Presidents of El Salvador, Honduras, Ni- 
caragua and Panama, along with the Prime 
Minister of Belize and representatives from 
Costa Rica and Guatemala, met in Belmopan, 
capital of Belize, on Feb. 19. Observers for 
Mexico, the United Kingdom and the USA 
were also present. 


Agreement was reached on seeking international 
aid to assist in the formation of a regional anti-drug 
commission and to help co-ordinate the fight 
against drug-trafficking which all acknowledged to 
be a major threat to the progress of democracy in 
the region. According to figures produced by Pana- 
manian President Guillermo Endara Galimany, of 
the drugs shipped from South America to Central 
America and intended for the USA, 40 per cent 
remained and were consumed in the region. 


President Alfredo Cristiani Burkard of El Salvador 
stated on arrival at the summit that he did not think 
that the US Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) 
should participate directly in fighting drug traffick- 
ing in the area but should rather play an “advisory” 
role. 


New regional framework organization 


The Presidents of El Salvador and Guatemala 
attended the official inauguration on Feb. 1 in 
San Salvador of the System for Central 
American Integration (SICA) [see p. 39232]. 
However, the absence of other regional heads 
of state cast doubt on the likelihood of SICA 
being able to wield effectively the suprana- 
tional authority which it was designed to exer- 
cise. 


Set up formally in December 1991 at the 11th 
Central American summit held in Tegucigalpa, 
Honduras [see pp. 38672-73], SICA was envisaged 
as streamlining and co-ordinating the efforis of 
existing institutional structures and as reactivating 


TAIWAN 


Appointment of new Premier 


In February President Lee Teng-hui won a 
resounding victory against his opponents in 
the ruling Kuomintang (KMT) when he man- 
aged to win party and parliamentary approval 
for his preferred candidate as Premier. Lee’s 
accomplishment marked a historic setback for 
the KMT’s mainland faction in its attempt to 
maintain an advantage over the increasingly 
powerful Taiwanese majority. 


Political events in Taiwan during January and 
February were viewed with concern by main- 
land China. A Chinese Foreign Affairs Min- 
istry spokesman announced in early February 
that the government would “absolutely not sit 
back and watch idly” attempts to separate 
Taiwan from the motherland. A report in the 
Hong Kong newspaper Hsin Pao of Feb. 5 
alleged that Chinese armed forces had re- 


the stagnant Organization of Central American 
States (ODECA), originally set up in 1951. Despite 
modification in 1962, ODECA had failed in its 
brief to create “a political and economic com- 
munity which aspires to integrate Central 
America”. In pursuing its new role, SICA’s Execu- 
tive Committee and Council of Ministers were 
intended not only to advise governments, but, cru- 
cially, to transform the decisions of regional 
presidential summits into legally binding policies. 
SICA’s secretariat was headed by a Honduran de- 
puty to the Central American Common Parliament 
(Parlacén), Roberto Herrera Caceres. 


i Last article p. 39232; reference article pp. R58-59. 


IN BRIEF 


ECUADOR: Energy and Mines Minister Andrés 
Barreiro was dismissed on Feb. 4, reportedly after 
making comments in the Congress critical of gov- 
emment economic policy. Francisco Acosta Co- 
loma, hitherto under-secretary for hydrocarbons, 
was appointed acting Energy and Mines Minister 
on Feb. 8. 


EL SALVADOR: Economy Minister Arturo Za- 
blah resigned on Feb. 17 in order to take up the post 
of presidential commissioner for international 
commercial negotiations, concentrating specifi- 
cally on the Central American economic integra- 
tion process. He was replaced by Mauricio Salazar. 
On Feb. 26 Juan Sifontes was named as the new 
Labour and Social Security Minister, replacing 
Mauricio Gonzalez Dubon. 


JAMAICA: As reported in late February, the Paris 
Club of Western creditor countries had agreed to 
reschedule US$281,000,000 in bilateral debt, and 
the Japanese government had agreed to reschedule 
US$85,000,000 in debt falling due between June 
1991 and June 1992. 


cently been placed on combat readiness “in 
view of the drastic changes in Taiwan’s pol- 
itical situation”. 

President Lee’s victory followed a period of con- 
flict within the KMT in the aftermath of elections 
to the Legislative Yuan held in December 1992 [see 
p. 39236]. Lee’s own liberal faction had performed 
poorly in the elections, losing ground to both the 
conservative, mainland-dominated New KMT AI- 
liance (identified with Premier Gen. (retd) Hau 
Pei-tsun) and the pro-independence Democratic 
Progressive Party (DPP). 


Shortly after the December elections Gen. Hau 
announced his intention to resign, but then ap- 
peared to backtrack in mid-January in what was 
seen as a bid to block the appointment of a succes- 
sor (Lien Chan, Taiwan provincial governor and a 
Taiwanese native) of whom he disapproved. Gen. 
Hau and other conservatives pressed instead for the 
appointment of Judicial Yuan president Lin Yang- 
kang as Premier. Reports began to circulate in late 
January that Gen. Hau and his military supporters 
were plotting a coup to maintain mainland political 
dominance. However, on Feb. 3 Gen. Hau finally 


Keesing’s Record of World Events - 


New Taiwanese Executive Yuan 


*Lien Chan, Premier 
*Hsu Li-teh Vice-Premier 
*Li Hou-kao Secretary-General 
Wu Po-hsiung, Interior 
Frederick Chien Fu, Foreign Affairs 
*Lin Chen-kuo Finance 
+Kuo Wei-fan Education 
*P. K. Chan Economic Affairs 
*Ma Ying-jeou Justice 
*Sun Chen, National Defence 
*Liu Chao-shiuan Transportation and 
Communications 
*Chiu Hung-ta Without Portfolio 
+Shirley Kuo Wan-jung Without Portfolio 
Huang Kun-hui Chair of Mainland Affairs 
Council 
Hsu Yih-yun Chair of Atomic Energy 
Council 
Sun Te-hsiung Chair of Commission of 
Research, Development and Evaluation 
Sun Ming-hsien Chair of Council of 
Agriculture 
Chao Shou-po Chair of Council of Labour 
Affairs 
*Hsiao Wan-chang Chair of Council for 
Economic Planning and Development 
**Chang Hsiao-yen Chair of Commission of 
Oversees Chinese Affairs 
*Ying Shih-hao Chair of National Youth 
Commission 
+Kuo Nan-hung Chair of National Science 
Council 
**Chen Keng-chin Director-General of 
Central Personnel Administration : 
*Shen Hsueh-yung Chair of Council for 
Cultural Planning and Development 
*Chang Chun-yi Chair of Commission of 
Mongolian and Tibetan Affairs 
Chou-Shih-pin Chair of Commission of 
Vocational Assistance for Retired 
Servicemen 
Hu Chih-chiang Government Information 
Office 
Chang Lung-sheng Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Administration 
Chang Po-ya Director-General of the 
Department of Health 
*New appointment. 
+Altered responsibilities. 
**Promoted from vice-ministerial post. 


submitted his resignation to the KMT central stand-. 
ing committee. There followed a period of intense 
consultation between President Lee and the various 
parties and factions, which resulted in his formal 
nomination of Lien Chan as Premier on Feb. 9. The 
next day the KMT central standing committee for- 
mally approved Lien’s nomination. 


Lien’s appointment was approved by the 
Legislative Yuan on Feb. 26 by 109 votes in 
favour to 34 against. 


The vote came after Lien had been subjected to 
three days of intense questioning at a parliamentary 
confirmation hearing. Inevitably, the most hostile,’ 
questioning during the hearing came from 

s of the New KMT Alliance. The faction linden 
Jaw Shau-kung, claimed to be in possession of 
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damaging information about Lien’s business deal- 
ings, but no details were revealed during the hear- 
ing. 

Lien’s appointment overturned an unwritten rule 
that a Chinese mainlander should fill the Premier’s 
post. It also meant that both the premiership and the 
presidency were held by native Taiwanese liberals. 


- Lien, 57, had in fact been born on the mainland, but 


was considered a Taiwanese native because both 
his parents were natives. A multi-millionaire, he 
had served as Governor of Taiwan Province since 
1990. Before his appointment as Governor he had 
served as Vice-premier and as Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and of Communications. 


Lien’s new Executive Yuan was approved by 
the KMT’s central standing committee on 
Feb. 26. 


Among the eight senior ministerial posts, only 
Frederick Chien Fu (Foreign Affairs) and Wu Po- 
hsiung (Interior) retained their jobs. Among unex- 
pected appointments was that of Sun Chen, 
president of National Taiwan University, as Minis- 
ter of National Defence. ; 


Visit by Foreign Affairs Minister to 
Japan and Indonesia 


Foreign Affairs Minister Chien Fu paid unof- 
ficial visits to Indonesia and Japan on Feb.. 
11-18. 


Chien’s visit to Japan was the first by a Taiwanese 
Foreign Affairs Minister for over 20 years and drew 
an immediate protest from the Chinese govern- 
ment. However, during his visit Chien was 
prevented from meeting with any government offi- 
cials. On his return to Taiwan Chien attacked the 
Japanese government for its “mainland-phobia”, 
which, he claimed, had “aborted a lot of things that 
should have been accomplished”. 


During his visit to Indonesia, Chien reportedly met 
with President Suharto. 


German arms deal 

The Financial Times of Feb. 16 reported that 
the German government had approved the 
export of electronic parts for US-manufac- 
tured Patriot and Ram anti-missile missiles to 
Taiwan. 


Germany’s federal security council on Jan. 28 
had refused to approve the sale of 10 sub- 
marines and 10 frigates to Taiwan. According 
to German press reports, the council had 
turned down the proposed sale out of fear of 
Chinese trade and economic reprisals. 


i Last article p. 39273; reference article pp. R82-83. 


CHINA 
Release of dissidents 


The Chinese authorities released a number of 
prominent dissidents from prison during Fe- 


policy, and particularly US policy, towards 
China. The dissidents’ release also coincided 
with the presentation to members of the Inter- 


_ national Olympic Committee of documents 


supporting Beijing’s bid to stage the Olympic 
Games in the year 2000. 

Wang Xizhe and Gao Shan were released from 
prison on Feb. 1. Wang had been serving a 14-year 
sentence since 1982 for his part in the 1979 Democ- 
racy Wall movement [see p. 31816]. Gao, an ad- 
viser to the disgraced Chinese Communist Party 
(CCP) former general secretary Zhao Ziyang, had 
been imprisoned in August 1992 for his role in the 
1989 Tiananmen Square demonstrations [see p. 
39051]. 


Tiananmen Square student activists Wang Dan and 
Guo Haifeng were both released on Feb. 17. Wang 
and Guo had been sentenced to four years’ im- 
prisonment in January 1991 [see p. 37959] and had 
been due for release in mid-1993. Also released 
from prison on Feb. 17 was Fr Vincent Zhu Hong- 
sheng, 76, a Roman Catholic priest sentenced to 15 
years’ imprisonment in 1983 [see p. [32507]. Li 
Guiren, an editor, was released from prison on Feb. 
18; he had been imprisoned in 1989 after being 
charged with inciting anti-government activities in 
Shaanxi province [see p. 38097]. 


Death of politburo member 


Tan Shaowen, 63, a member of the CCP po- 
litburo since the 14th party congress in Oc- 
tober 1992, died on Feb. 3. 


Visit by Spanish Prime Minister 


Felipe Gonzalez Marquez, the Prime Minister 
of Spain, visited China on Feb. 10-13. During 
his visit Gonzalez, who was accompanied by 
senior ministers and business leaders, held 
talks with senior Chinese officials including 
Premier Li Peng and CCP general secretary 
Jiang Zemin. 


Discussion between the two sides centred on bilat- 
eral economic relations. According to Spanish re- 
ports, Li Peng and Jiang Zemin refused to discuss 
human rights issues with Gonzalez. 


Reported purge of Tibetan 
Officials 


The Independent of Feb. 19 reported that a 
large number of government and party offi- 
cials in Tibet had recently been purged be- 
cause of their alleged support for Tibet’s 
exiled spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama Tenzin 
Gyatso 


According to the report, the purge had been laun- 
ched by Chen Kuiyuan, appointed in late 1992 as 
CCP secretary in Tibet in place of Hu Jintao, who 
had been elected to the CCP politburo standing 
committee at the party’s 14th congress in October. 


Wl Last article p. 39273; reference article pp. R65-67. 


HONG KONG 
Governor's reform package 


Hong Kong Governor Chris Patten’s con- 
troversial political reform package continued 
to dominate events in the colony during Fe- 
peter A background see pp. 39143; 39190; 


39317 
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Patten refrained from presenting his reform propo- 
sals to the Legislative Council (Legco) during Fe- 
bruary in the hope that China might enter into 
negotiations over the package. 


In early February, the United Kingdom govern- 
ment passed a copy of the draft legislation to the 
Chinese Foreign Affairs Ministry. According to the 
Far Eastern Economic Review of March 4, the 
Chinese “unexpectedly responded positively to the 
gesture”. The British ambassador in Beijing, Sir 
Robin McLaren, subsequently entered into dia- 
logue with officials from the ministry and the State 
Council’s Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office. 
In mid-February, Chinese officials indicated that 
China was open to compromise and might be pre- 
pared to discuss the reforms (China having hitherto 
insisted that the reform package should be dropped 
as a precondition for substantive talks). However, 
in a statement issued on Feb. 22, Lu Ping, head of 
the State Council’s Hong Kong and Macao Affairs 
Office, stated that there would not be any early 
resumption of negotiations. 


Chinese approval of “second stove” plan 


A meeting of senior Chinese officials and 
their Hong Kong advisers took place in 
Guangzhou on Feb. 5-7. During the meeting 
officials confirmed the existence of Chinese 
plans to establish an alternative “body with 
significant powers” in Hong Kong (a so- 
called “second stove”) should Legco approve 
Patten’s reform package. 


The creation of the “second stove” had reportedly 
been proposed by China’s paramount leader, Deng 
Xiaoping. The ostensible function of the organiza- 
tion would be to handle the transition to Chinese 
sovereignty in 1997. According to a report in the 
Far Eastern Economic Review of Feb. 18 the organ- 
ization might include Chinese officials and would 
be vested with considerable powers, including the 
vetting of contracts awarded by the Hong Kong 
government. 


i Last article p. 39273; reference article pp. R67. 


NORTH KOREA 


Dispute with IAEA over issue 
of nuclear inspections 


During the course of February an impasse 
developed between the government of North 
Korea and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), over the latter’s attempts to 
inspect two North Korean nuclear sites. 


Concerns that North Korea was continuing its al- 
leged secret programme to develop nuclear wea- 
pons were heightened by the government’s refusal 
on Feb. | to allow IAEA inspectors access to two 
nuclear waste sites near the Yongbyon reactor. 
Inspectors were anxious to visit the sites following 
the analysis of samples taken during the agency’s 
six previous inspections. Analysis of the small 
amount of plutonium which North Korea had ac- 
knowledged having produced led experts to con- 
clude that North Korea possessed more plutonium 
than it had hitherto declared. 


After several days of fruitless negotiation the 
IAEA on Feb. 11 formally resolved to invoke 
its powers to demand a “special inspection” 
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of the relevant sites. The move marked the 
first occasion on which the UN agency had 
- issued such a demand, and carried with it the 

threat of UN sanctions if the North Korean 
government refused to comply. The North 
Korean government reacted by stating that the 
special inspection procedure and threat of 
sanctions meant that “the inviolable soil of our 
country is impinged upon by big powers” and, 
if pursued, could “result in plunging the whole 
land of the North and the South into the holo- 
caust of war”. 


The IAEA held a Board of Governors meeting 
in Vienna on Feb. 22 at which Director- 
General Hans Blix formally rebuked the 
North Korean government for its failure to 
comply. On Feb. 25 the agency formally no- 
tified the North Korean authorities that they 
had one month to accede to the demand for a 
special inspection. On the following day, 
however, the government formally rejected 
the demand on the grounds that it would 
amount to a “threat to the security” of the 
country, and stated that it would take “defens- 
ive measures” to protect its sovereignty. 


Wi Last article p- 39274; reference article pp. R73-74. 


SOUTH KOREA 


Inauguration of President - 
Developments within 
opposition 


Inauguration of Kim Young Sam 


Kim Young Sam, the leader of the ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party (DLP), was inau- 
gurated on Feb. 25 for a single five-year term 
as President of South Korea. Elected in De- 
cember [see pp. 39234-35], Kim succeeded 
Roh Tae Woo who had assumed the 
presidency in 1988. 


The 65-year-old former opposition leader declared 
in his inaugural address that his government, the 
first unambiguously civilian administration in 32 
years, would build a “New Korea”. He described 
the main goals of his administration as economic 
deregulation, the elimination of corruption, and a 
revitalization of the country’s work ethic. He also 
offered to meet the North Korean President Kim Il 
Sung “at any time and any place” in order to discuss 
reunification. Although the Premiers of the two 
Korean states had held several summit meetings in 
recent years, the Presidents of North and South had 
never met. 


Appointment of Cabinet 


Shortly before his inauguration, on Feb. 22, 
Kim had appointed Hwang In Sung, 67, a 
former general, Cabinet Minister and corpor- 
ate executive, as Prime Minister in his new 
administration. A senior DLP policy adviser, 
Hwang was known as an advocate of stimula- 
tive measures to revive the country’s ailing 
economy, and had criticized the current policy 
of tight monetary control. 


New South Korean Cabinet 

Hwang In Sung Prime Minister 

Lee Kyung-Shik Deputy Prime Minister; 
Minister of Economic Planning Board 

Han Wan-Sang Deputy Prime Minister; 
Minister of National Unification Board 

Han Sung-JooHan Sung-Joo, Foreign 
Affairs 

Lee Hae-Ku Home Affairs 

Hong Jae-Hyung Finance 

Kim Doo-Hee Justice 

Kwon Young-Hae Defence 

Oh Byung-Moon Education 

Lee Min-Sup Culture and Sports 

Huh Shin-Heng Agriculture, Forestry, 
Fisheries 

Kim Chul-Su Trade and Industry 

Koh Byung-Woo Construction 

Song Jeong-Sook (f) Health and Social 
Affairs 


Rhee In-Jae Labour Affairs 


Lee Kye-Ik Transportation 

Yoon Dong-Yoon Communications 

Choi Chang-Yoon Government 
Administration 

Kim Si-Joong Science and Technology 

Hwang San-Sung (f) Environment 

Oh In-Hwan Information 

Kim Deog-Ryong First Minister of State for 
Political Affairs 

Kwon Young-Ja (f) Second Minister of 
State for Political Affairs 

Hwang Kil-Su Director of Office of 
Legislation 

Lee Byung-Tae Veterans Affairs Agency 

Lee Won-Jong Mayor of Seoul 

Kim Deok Director of the Agency of 
National Security Planning 

Women are designated by (f). 


Kim’s choice of an ex-military figure was seen as 
an attempt to pacify the majority faction of the 
DLP—derived from the old, authoritarian, Demo- 
cratic Justice Party —which remained suspicious of 
Kim because of his pre-1990 role as an opposition 
leader. The choice was also interpreted as an at- 
tempt to reduce the regional basis of South Korean 
politics. Hwang was a native of Cholla region, the 
most underdeveloped area of South Korea and a 
stronghold of the opposition Democratic Party. A 
former Governor of Cholla, Hwang was one of only 
two DLP legislators elected from the area. He had 
served as Transport Minister, and as Agriculture 
and Fisheries Minister, and had hitherto been presi- 
dent of Asiana Airlines, South Korea’s second-lar- 
gest airline. 


Other members of Kim’s new Cabinet, an- 
nounced on Feb. 26, were a mixture of known 
reformers and cautious economic bureaucrats. 


Other appointments included Park Kwan Yong, 
who became chief presidential secretary, the most 
influential post in the Blue House (presidential 
office). Park was a close confidant of Kim, held a 
seat in the National Assembly for Pusan (the new 
President’s home town), and was known as a refor- 
mer. Park Jae Yoon was appointed as the 
President’s economic adviser. A former director of 
the Korea Institute of Finance and a professor at 
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Seoul National University, Park was renowned as 
an advocate of financial deregulation. Another re- 
former, Choon Don Shik, was chosen as Kim’s 
adviser on political affairs. 

Disorganization among opposition 


The inauguration of Kim coincided with a 
period of considerable disorganization among 
the country’s opposition parties. 


The Democratic Party, the largest opposition 
grouping, remained consumed by the leadership 
contest initiated by the resignation of its leader Kim 
Dae Jung. A veteran politician who had dominated 
opposition politics in South Korea, Kim retired 
following his defeat in the 1992 presidential elec- 
tions. The party also continued to feel aggrieved 
over the DLP’s conduct of the election campaign, 
and particularly its allegation that the Democratic 
Party was sympathetic to communism. Dissatisfied 
with the form of the DLP’s apology, the Demo- 
cratic Party boycotted Kim Young Sam’s inaugur- 
ation; it also absented itself from the National 
Assembly session which followed the inaugural 
ceremony and which confirmed Kim’s Cabinet ap- 
pointments. 


The second-largest opposition party, the United 
People’s Party (UPP), showed even greater signs 
of instability following the presidential elections. 
Created in 1992 by Chung Ju Yong, the 77-year-old 
founder of the Hyundai conglomerate, the party had 
exceeded all expectations in its performance in the 
1992 legislative elections [see pp. 38798-99]. It 
failed to sustain its early promise, however, and 
Chung’s performance in the presidential elections 
was disappointing. Following this, the party was 
beset by internal disputes, and was damaged both 
by the defection of some of its legislators, and by 
an ongoing examination by the authorities of the . 
finances of the Hyundai conglomerate. 


Indictment of Chung Ju Yong 


On Feb. 9 Chung formally announced that he 
was resigning as executive chairman of the 
UPP and withdrawing from all further politi- 
cal activity, following his indictment (on Feb. 
6) on a series of charges. 


Chung was accused of receiving illegal campaign 
funding amounting to more than 50,000 million 
won (US$1.00=801.285 won as at Feb. 8, 1993) 
from Hyundai Heavy Industries, the shipbuilding 
component of the conglomerate. He was also in- 
dicted on other alleged violations of the electoral 
laws, including forcing Hyundai executives to cam- 
paign for the UPP, making slanderous statements 
about Kim Young Sam, and beginning his cam- 
paign prior to the official 28-day period stipulated 
by the Constitution. 


In his terse Feb. 9 announcement to a meeting of 
UPP legislators, Chung said: “I will no longer 
engage in politics. Instead I will work for theecon- 
omy.” He gave no indication as to whether or not 
he intended to give up his seat in the National 
Assembly, although his departure led many com- 
mentators to suggest that the survival of the party 
was in considerable doubt. Although the authorities 
stated that Chung’s retirement would not mean that 
legal proceedings against him would be halted, it _ 
was expected that it would lead to a relaxation of 
the investigation of the activities of the Hyundai 


group. 


_ Hi Last article p. 39274; reference article pp. R74-75. 
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JAPAN 


Debate over military role - 
Interest rate cut 


Continued debate over Japan's 

military role - Visit by UN 
Secretary-General -_ 

A long-awaited report by the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party (LDP), released on Feb. 3, 
concluded that the overseas deployment of 
units from Japan’s Self Defence Forces to 
participate in UN peacekeeping missions did 
not contravene the country’s pacifist Con- 
stitution. The report coincided with an inten- 
sification of the military conflict in Cambodia 
[see p. 39324], which in turn provoked unsuc- 
cessful demands by the opposition for an im- 
mediate withdrawal of those Japanese forces 
which were participating in the UN peace- 
keeping force. 


Nevertheiess, the ruling party remained deeply 
divided over the issue of Japan’s military future, 
particularly as to whether the Constitution should 
be revised in order to delete the article under which 
the country renounced war. Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa was strongly opposed to any constitu- 
tional revision, but his Foreign Minister, Michio 
Watanabe, was in the forefront of those party mem- 
bers who argued that constitutional revision was 
essential if Japan was to participate fully in the UN 
and to play a role in international affairs commen- 
surate with its economic influence. Greater military 
involvement, it was argued by Watanabe and his 
allies, would also allow Japan to press more effec- 
tively its claim for a permanent seat on the UN 
Security Council. While this view was endorsed by 
UN Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali in a 
‘statement on Feb. 3, Miyazawa rejected the con- 
nection on Feb. 5. 


The issue of Japan’s participation in the UN 
was fully discussed when Boutros-Ghali 
made a five-day visit to the country on Feb. 
15, his first to Japan since taking office in 
January 1992. During the course of his visit 
Boutros-Ghali had meetings with Miyazawa 
and Watanabe. At a dinner hosted by 
Miyazawa on Feb. 16, Boutros-Ghali praised 
the legislation passed in 1992 which had per- 
mitted the overseas deployment of military 
forces. However, the Secretary-General 
stated that “the international community ex- 
pects even more of Japan”, and that the “more 
active involvement of Japan” was essential to 
the achievement of the “democratization of 
international affairs”. 


Boutros-Ghali informed Miyazawa that an earlier 
statement to the effect that the Japanese govern- 
ment should amend the Constitution in order to 
allow Self Defence Force units to participate in 
heavily armed UN peace-enforcement operations, 
including military offensives, was not designed to 
constitute an interference in Japan’s internal af- 
fairs. Nevertheless, he reiterated his wish for full 
Japanese participation in the creation of proposed 
heavily armed UN units to serve in a rapid deploy- 
ment peace enforcement capacity. He also sug- 
gested that Japan contribute to the UN 
_ peacekeeping force currently serving in Mozam- 


bique. On both issues Miyazawa remained cautious 
and uncommitted, declaring that his government 
was willing to discuss such matters fully but sug- 
gesting that Japan would continue to act within the 
confines of its current Constitution. 


Reduction in interest rates 


The Bank of Japan on Feb. 4 cut its official 
discount rate from 3.25 per cent to 2.5 per 
cent, its lowest level since 1989. 


The reduction, the sixth since 1991 (although the 
first since July 1992—see p. 39004), followed in- 
tense political and business pressure for action to 
stimulate the country’s ailing economy. The move 
was welcomed by Finance Minister Yoshiro 
Hayashi who claimed that, together with the pack- 
age of stimulative measures announced by the gov- 
ernment in August 1992 [see pp. 39049-50], it 
would help to restore confidence and contribute to 
sustainable economic growth, both domestically 
and in the context of the current world-wide econ- 
omic recession [for cut in German interest rate see 
p. 39339]. 


Continued difficulties of ruling party - 
By-election defeat 


The LDP continued to be adversely affected 
by internal dissension and scandals. On Feb. 
17 the government conceded to opposition 
demands by forcing former Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita and former LDP secretary- 
general Ichiro Ozawa to give further testi- 
mony to the Diet over the Sagawa Kyubin 
scandal. 


Ozawa claimed that he knew nothing of the illicit 
donations received by the disgraced LDP “god- 
father” Shin Kanemaru [see pp. 39049-50]. Ozawa 
also denied direct involvement in the use of a 
criminal syndicate to assist Takeshita’s bid for the 
leadership of the LDP in 1987. 


Testifying for the third time in connection with the 
scandal, Takeshita refused calls for the resignation 
of his seat in the Diet despite the allegations of his 
links with organized crime. He also denied recent 
charges that he was involved in an earlier scandal 
conceming the now-defunct Heiwa Sogo Bank. He 
admitted that his late secretary, Ihei Aoki (who had 
committed suicide in April 1989 in connection with 
the Recruit scandal—see p. 36589), had met the 
bank’s former auditor, Shigeaki Isaka, but denied 
that he had received any money from the 4,000 
million yen (US$1.00=116.569 yen as at March 8, 
1993) allegedly used to buy shares in the bank and 
to bribe a number of politicians. The charge that 
Aoki had received 300 million yen on behalf of 
Takeshita had arisen from evidence given in Isa- 
ka’s trial. 

Public disillusionment with the LDP was 
demonstrated on Feb. 14 by an unexpected 
defeat for the ruling party in a gubernatorial 
election in Yamagata Prefecture in northern 
Japan, traditionally a government stronghold. 


The LDP candidate was defeated by Morihiro Ho- 
sokawa, the candidate of the Japan New Party 
(JNP) which had been established by him in mid- 
1992 on an explicitly anti-corruption platform [see 
also p. 39004]. Hosokawa’s campaign was sup- 
ported not only by the Social Democratic Party of 
Japan (SDPJ), the country’s principal opposition 
party, but also by a significant number of dissidents 
from the LDP. This latter trend was widely inter- 


News Digest for February 1993 


preted as further evidence that a split in the ruling 
party and a fundamental political realignment was 
imminent. 


Supreme Court dismissal of appeals 
by condemned Red Army members 


The Supreme Court on Feb. 19 dismissed 
appeals by three convicted members of the 
United Red Army (URA), a left-wing guer- 
rilla organization. 

The Court upheld the death sentences imposed on 
Hiroko Nagata, 48, and Hiroshi Sakaguchi, 46, and 
the 20-year prison term against Yasuhiro Uegaki, 
44. The three had first been convicted in 1982 in 
connection with 17 murders (including the killing 
of 14 members of the URA for “disciplinary” rea- 
sons) committed between 1971 and 1972. Origin- 
ally 16 members of the URA were indicted for the 
murders: one committed suicide, one was released 
in exchange for hostages seized by the URA in 
1975, and 11 were given prison sentences which, 
by the time of the Supreme Court ruling, had been 
completed. 


The decision ended a protracted appeal pro- 
cess and undercut the claim by those opposed 
to capital punishment that the death sentence 
was a violation of Article 36 of the Constitu- 
tion which prohibited cruel punishment. In 
addition to the two URA members, there were 
a further 58 condemned prisoners in Japan, 
and a further 31 whose appeals were still 
under way. However, no execution had taken 
place since November 1989. 


i Last article pp. 39274-75; reference article pp. R71-72. 


KAZAKHSTAN 


Formation of new 
pro-government party 


Delegates to the founding conference of the 
pro-government People’s Unity Union, as- 
sembled in Alma Ata, the capital, on Feb. 6, 
adopted a programme backing radical econ- 
omic reform and political pluralism. President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev was elected leader of 
the party and Serik Abdrakhmanov was 
chosen as chairman of its political council. 


Nazarbayev told delegates that the union “must 
serve as a weighty counterbalance to [those] .. . 
who seek to solve the problems of their ethnic 
community at the expense of others”, and must act 
to create a “broad layer” of property owners. How- 
ever, Abdrakhmanov warmed that privatization 
“Kazakhstan-style” had so far led to the formation 
of a “financial oligarchy drawn from the ranks of 
permanent civil servants”. 


Foreign visits by Nazarbayev - 
Economic agreements 


President Nazarbayev visited Belgium on 
Feb. 1-2, meting King Baudouin and senior 
government ministers, and addressing offi- 
cials at the headquarters of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) in Brussels, 
where he discussed plans for an Asian 
counterpart to the Conference on Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (CSCE). 
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On Feb. 2-3 Nazarbayev held talks with Aus- 
tria’s Federal Chancellor Franz Vranitsky in 
Vienna, when the two sides signed accords on 
economic co-operation and the opening of 
direct air links. The two countries were re- 
ported to have concluded 18 large contracts in 
the economic sphere since February 1992. 


A joint communiqué issued following talks in 
Cairo between Nazarbayev and Egypt’s 
President Hosni Mubarak on Feb. 13-15 said 
that the two sides had concluded co-operation 
agreements covering trade, economic, scien- 
tific, technical, media and religious affairs. 


Foreign trade and economic co-operation 
protocols were signed by the first high-level 
Kazakh delegation to visit Hungary, led by 
Prime Minister Sergei Tereshchenko, on Feb. 
7-9. Closer economic relations with Bulgaria 
were discussed during a visit by Tere- 
shchenko on Feb. 9-10. 


Protocols on banking, air communication and 
educational training for Kazakh students were 
signed with Iran during a visit on Feb. 4 by 
the Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Vel- 
layati. President Askar Akayev of Kirgizstan 
paid an official visit to Kazakhstan on Feb. 
6-8. An agreement on the supply of 500,000 
tonnes of crude oil to Ukraine was signed in 
Alma Ata on Feb. 22 by Prime Minister Tere- 
shchenko and his Ukrainian counterpart Le- 
onid Kuchma [for agreement on oil supplies 
to Russia see p. 39272]. 


Production slump 
Figures released by the State Statistics Com- 


mittee on Jan. 31 showed that production in 
1992 had declined by almost 15 per cent com- 


pared with the previous year. Output of con-. 


sumer goods fell by 21.5 per cent, while 
building construction had dwindled to 1950s 
levels. 


Wi Last article pp. 39271-72; reference article p. R72. 


KIRGIZSTAN 


Dismissal of Economy Minister 


President Askar Akayev on Feb. 6 dismissed 
the Economy and Finance Minister Aman- 
geldy Muraliyev amid allegations that Mu- 
raliyev had attempted to curb the development 
of private enterprise. The dismissal coincided 
with the government’s rejection of a package 
of emergency measures proposed by Mu- 
raliyev, on the grounds that it limited free 
price formation and established state control 
over resources. 


Introduction of minimum wage 


A presidential decree issued on Feb. 1 set the 
minimum monthly wage for workers at enter- 
prises and organizations (irrespective of 
ownership) at 3,200 roubles. 


New party 

Topchubek Turgunaaly, a leader of Erkin Kir- 
gizstan (Democratic Kirgizstan), was quoted 
by Kirgizkabar-TASS on Jan. 25 as saying 
that 11 parties had united to form a pro- 
democracy bloc. 


Foreign relations 


Tursunbek Chyngyshev, a Deputy Prime 
Minister, appealed on Feb. 15, during a five- 
day visit to the United Kingdom, for greater 
foreign investment by the European Com- 
munities (EC) to help stave off the threat of 
Islamic fundamentalism in Kirgizstan. Chyn- 
gyshev also announced that Kirgizstan ex- 
pected shortly to sign a US$300 
million-US$350 million loan agreement with 
Western credit institutions led by the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank. 


Diplomatic relations with Libya were estab- 
lished on Feb. 25. 


A trade and co-operation agreement was 
signed with Lithuania on Feb. 4. 


An agreement under which Uzbekistan would sup- 
ply 2,260 million cubic metres of natural gas an- 
nually to Kirgizstan, at a price equivalent to 60 per 
cent of the current world market level, was signed 
in Tashkent on Jan. 28. 


WB Last article p. 39272; reference article pp. R72-73. 


TAJIKISTAN 


Creation of new ministry 


President Imamoli Rakhmanov on Feb. 2 up- 
graded the State Committee for Foreign Econ- 
omic Relations into a fully fledged Ministry 
for Foreign Economic Relations headed by 
Izzatullo Hayoyev (chair of the former com- 
mittee). A report by the Khovar-TASS news 
agency on Feb. 3 said that the move reflected 
the urgency of attracting foreign capital to 
rebuild the country’s shattered economy. 


On Feb. 1 Prime Minister Abdumalik Abdullo- 
janov disclosed that the civil war had resulted in 
lost production put at US$800,000,000 with severe 
shortages in aluminium output and in the 1992-93 
cotton crop. Official figures released on Feb. 12 set 
total damage to the economy at 200,000 million 
roubles, with the current-account deficit standing 
at 25,000 million roubles. 


Continued government offensive 

Reports in late February indicated that gov- 
ernment forces had secured substantial mili- 
tary gains during their recent offensive against 
Islamic-Democratic rebels east of the capital, 
Dushanbe [see p. 39272]. On Feb. 21 govern- 
ment ground and air forces were reported to 
have retaken Romit Gorge and opened up 
access to the Pamir region by gaining control 
of Garm, Komsomolabad, Novabad and Ta- 
jikbad. Earlier, government troops had cap- 
tured the strategic rebel stronghold of 
Tavildara, 200 km east of Dushanbe. 
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Official casualty figures released on Feb. 4 
showed that 20,000 people had died in the 
civil war during the last half of 1992. The 
ITAR-TASS news agency reporting the same 
day said that these figures did not account for 
people who had disappeared. According to the 
news agency approximately 200,000 people, 
excluding those known to have fled to Af- 
ghanistan, had become refugees as a result of 
the fighting. 


Peacekeeping talks with Russia 

The Russian Defence Minister, Marshal Pavel 
Grachev, held talks with Rakhmanov in Dushanbe 
on Feb. 4-5 on the status of the Russian 201st 
motorized division. In January a Commonwealth of 
Independent States (CIS) summit had agreed to 
reinforce existing Russian battalions patrolling the 
Afghan border to pre-empt attacks by Tajik Islam- 
ists based in Afghanistan [see p. 39272]. 


Election of new chief kazi 


On Feb. 12 Fathullo Sharifov was sci 
chief kazi, the country’s highest-ranking Mus- 
lim clergyman, to replace Haji Akbar Turand- 
jonzonda. 


The government had filed charges in late January 
against Turandjonzonda (who was rumoured to 
have fled to Afghanistan) for attempting to estab- 
lish an Islamic state. 


Price rises 


The government increased bread prices by 
150 per cent on Feb. 12. On Feb. 5 at ae 30 
people were reported to have died after eating 
bread contaminated with a poisonous weed. 


Foreign relations 


Six agreements covering economic co-oper- 
ation, commerce, banking, education, culture 
and sport were signed during a visit to India 
by Abdullojanov on Feb. 14-16. India also 
offered Tajikistan credit worth US$5,000,000 
to boost bilateral economic co-operation. A 
statement issued on Feb. 15 said that both 
sides had expressed “concern over problems 
created by cross-border terrorism, religious 
extremism and religious fundamentalism”. 


The establishment of diplomatic relations 
with Armenia was reported by Armenian 
Radio on Feb. 5. 


Wi Last article p. 39272; reference article pp. R83-84. 


TURKMENISTAN 
Foreign relations 


An agreement on the sale of petroleum pro- 
ducts to Iran was concluded during a visit by 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Vellayati 
on Jan. 29-Feb. 1. A memorandum of under- 
standing which incorporated the agreement 
also provided for closer bilateral co-operation 
and increased activity within the multilateral 
Economic Co-operation Organization, ‘ 
(ECO—see p. 38792), with regular meetings. 

of the foreign ministers and heads of state comme 
the countries bordering the Caspian Sea. 
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Diplomatic relations with Tajikistan were 
agreed during a visit by Tajik President Ima- 
moli Rakhmanov on Jan. 27. A decision to 
establish diplomatic relations with Egypt was 
formalized in Moscow on Feb. 8. Official 
talks with a US business delegation opened in 
Ashkhabad on Feb. 21. Economic co-oper- 
ation agreements were signed during a visit by 
Ukraine’s Prime Minister Leonid Kuchma. 


Economic reforms 


President Saparmurad Niyazov on Feb. 2 an- 
nounced measures, to be implemented over 10 
years, aimed at the private ownership of land. 


On Jan. 2 the government had abolished payment 
for electricity, gas and water. 


i Last article p. 39237; reference article pp. R84-85. 


UZBEKISTAN 


Human rights issues - Action 
against dissidents 


The head of Uzbekistan’s Human Rights As- 
sociation, Abdumannob Pulatov [not, as given 
on p. 39237, Abdurakhim Pulatov, who was 
the brother of Abdumannob Pulatov and chair 
of Birlik] was zeleased from prison on Jan. 29, 
and attributed this to the intervention of 
foreign human rights groups. 


Pulatov, who had been abducted during a human 
rights conference in December 1992 in Bishkek, 
Kirgizstan [see p. 39237], had on Jan. 28 been 
’ given a three-year prison sentence by the Supreme 
: Court on charges of defaming President Islam Kari- 
mov. 


Despite the release of Pulatov, moves against 
the outlawed Birlik (Unity) movement sup- 
ported the view that the regime was tightening 
its grip on political opponents. 


Birlik executive secretary Vassilia Inoyatova was 
ordered to stand trial in early February on charges 
of “insulting the head of state”, which carried a 
six-year prison sentence. On Jan. 19 the Supreme 
Court had extended the ban on Birlik for a further 
three months until mid-April, on grounds of the 
movement’s “intent” to organize illegal public 
demonstrations. According to the Justice Ministry, 
166 Birlik members had been arrested in the period 
1991-93, of whom 20 faced unspecified charges. 


Alleged government complicity in 
other kidnappings and disappearances 


The reported kidnapping in January of Alim Kari- 
mov, a member of Birlik’s ruling presidium, and 
the disappearance of the leader of the outlawed 
Islamic Renaissance Party, Abdullah Utah, fuelled 
allegations of Uzbek government complicity in the 
disappearance and harassment of political dissi- 
dents. The Russian parliament’s human rights com- 
mittee expressed concern on Jan. 14 about human 
rights violations in Uzbekistan. In late January the 
US State Department in its annual human rights 
eed the Uzbek regime of “significant 
a 's 


New Foreign Minister 


President Karimov on Feb. 2 appointed Sadik 
Safayev, 38, a former first deputy minister for 
foreign economic relations, to replace Ubai- 
dulla Abdurazzakov as Foreign Minister. 


Economy 


A government decree issued on Feb. 8 
doubled the cost of meat and sugar, hitherto 
protected from price increases. 


The government had unveiled plans on Jan. 9 
to transform “loss-making” state-run farms 
into private farms, joint stock societies or 
co-operatives. About 12,500 small farms had 
already been established, covering 96,000 
hectares of land, and there were additional 
plans to allocate up to 200,000 hectares of 
arable land to smallholdings. Uzbekistan had 
an estimated 4,300,000 hectares of arable land 
in all. 


Foreign relations 


Iran’s Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Vellayati, 
visiting Uzbekistan on Feb. 1-3, held talks 
with President Karimov and other senior min- 
isters on joint economic co-operation. Oil and 
gas exploration agreements with Ukraine 
were concluded during a visit by Ukraine’s 
Prime Minister Leonid Kuchma on Feb. 20- 
21. 


i Last article p. 39237; reference article p. R85. 


AFGHANISTAN 


Continued fighting 


The heavy fighting which had taken place in 
and around Kabul during January [see p. 
39271] continued for much of February. 


The fighting was between forces loyal to President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani (principally Ahmed Shah 
Masud’s Shura-e Nazar) and forces aligned to the 
Hezb-i-Islami faction led by Gulbuddin Hekmatyar 
and the Iranian-backed Shia Hezb-i-Wahdat; in 
early February Hekmatyar and the Hezb-i-Wahdat 
forged an alliance against the Rabbani government. 
There were also reports in February that Hekmatyar 
had attempted to form an alliance with Gen. Abdul 
Rashid Dostam, leader of the ethnic Uzbek militia 
and the most powerful military leader in the 
country. However, Dostam remained neutral dur- 
ing the fighting. 


The fighting generally took the form of rocket and 
artillery exchanges between Masud’s forces in cen- 
tral Kabul, Hekmatyar’s in the south and east and 
the Hezb-i-Wahdat in the west. Figures released in 
mid-February by the International Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) estimated that 4,000 people 
had been injured in Kabul alone during the previous 
month’s fighting. Analysts claimed that the figure 
was probably higher, given that Islamic strictures 
discouraged men from taking wounded women for 
treatment. The number of people killed in the fight- 
ing was unknown, but some estimates placed the 
figure at around 1,000. The relentless artillery as- 
saults also caused massive damage to the city’s 
infrastructure. Almost all foreign embassies had 
been closed and their personnel evacuated by mid- 


February. 
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Hekmatyar’s forces launched a massive bombard- 
ment of central Kabul on Feb. 8, killing and injuring 
dozens of civilians; according to eye-witness re- 
ports, rockets landed on the city centre at one- 
minute intervals. 


Civilians took advantage of a lull in the fighting on 
Feb. 9 to flee Kabul. During February the office of 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) reported that more Afghans were fleeing 
their homeland than returning from exile. It was the 
first occasion on which the trend had been reversed 
since the start of the UNHCR-assisted Afghan vol- 
untary repatriation programme in July 1990. 

Gen. Hamid Gul, the former Pakistan army intel- 
ligence chief, managed to negotiate a ceasefire on 
Feb. 14. However, fighting resumed on Feb. 21 
when Masud’s forces attacked Hezb-i-Wahdat po- 
sitions in Kabul’s western suburbs. On Feb. 28 
Hekmatyar’s forces launched a ferocious rocket 
attack on central Kabul, killing as many as 60 
people and injuring over 100. 


Killing of UN workers 


Four UN workers died on Feb. 1 when they 
were ambushed by unknown gunmen along 
the road linking Peshawar (in Pakistan) with 
Jalalabad. The following day the UN sus- 
pended travel along the road, which was an 
important land link for transportation of relief 
goods from Pakistan to Kabul. The UN also 
withdrew its staff from Jalalabad and Kanda- 
har. 


Killing of provincial governor 


Nasrullah Mansouri, governor of the south- 
eastern province of Paktia, was killed on Feb. 
9 when his jeep hit a land mine. 


Mansouri was a deputy leader of the Harakat-i- 
Ingilab-i-Islami and the most senior leader to be 
killed since the installation of the new regime in 
April 1992. 


The Voice of the Islamic Republic of Iran radio 
reported on Feb. 9 that the Afghan police chief, 
Masud Hasham, had been assassinated in Kabul. 


Regional efforts to organize peace 
conference 


While the fighting in and around Kabul con- 
tinued during February, the regional powers 
pursued their attempt to organize an all-party 
peace conference. 


King Fahd ibn Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia and 
Mian Mohammad Nawaz Sharif, Prime Minister of 
Pakistan, discussed the situation in Afghanistan at 
a meeting in Riyadh on Feb. 3. In a joint com- 
muniqué they called on all the warring Afghan 
factions to attend a peace conference in Saudi 
Arabia. Later in the month Iran, Saudi Arabia’s 
main regional rival, also offered to host a peace 
conference 


Wi Last article p. 39271; reference article pp. R60. 


PAKISTAN 


Land reform in Sind 


Prime Minister Mian Mohammed Nawaz 
Sharif on Feb. 7 announced a new land reform 
programme for the southern province of Sind, 
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granting 16-acre plots to each of an estimated 
30,000 landless peasant families. 


The move, hailed by Sharif as a “revolutionary 
step” to instil “a sense of security and confidence 
among the peasants in the interior of Sind”, fol- 
lowed an extensive army operation in the province 
aimed at curbing an outbreak of urban violence and 
widespread rural banditry [see pp. 38968; 39008- 
09; 39146]. 


Release of Zardari - Further 
controversy over general election 


Asif Ali Zardari, husband of Benazir Bhutto, 
leader of the Pakistan People’s Party (PPP), 
was on Feb. 6 released on bail after two years 
in prison. 

The decision, regarded by observers as further evi- 
dence of the growing rapprochement between the 
government and the PPP, came shortly after Bhut- 
to’s appointment in January as head of the par- 
liamentary committee on foreign relations [see p. 
39271]. Zardari, who had so far been acquitted on 
nine charges, including murder, of 12 filed against 
him in October 1990 [see p. 37764], was granted 
permission on Feb. 7 to visit his wife and new-bom 
daughter in London. 


Controversy over the legality of the October 
1990 general election resurfaced after the for- 
mer Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mirza Aslam 
Beg claimed in a speech in Lahore on Feb. 4 
that the outcome had been determined after 
“angels came to the rescue”. On Feb. 21 Beg 
was charged with contempt of court for alleg- 
ing that the Supreme Court’s decision not to 
reinstate the government of former Prime 
Minister M. K. Junejo, dismissed in May 1988 
[see p. 36218], had been politically motivated. 


The human rights organization Amnesty Interna- 
tional, in a report on Jan. 19, condemned the mass 
arrest and torture of prominent PPP activists during 
nationwide demonstrations organized in Novem- 
ber 1992 [see p. 39193]. 


Resolution on minority worship 


On Feb. 9 the National Assembly unani- 
mously adopted a resolution protecting places 
of worship for religious minorities. The deci- 
sion followed violent attacks on several Hindu 
temples in December 1992 triggered by popu- 
lar anger over the storming of the Ayodhya 
mosque in India [see p. 39222]. 


A court in Dera Ismail Khan on Feb. 8 sentenced a 
Muslim woman to death by stoning for bigamy. A 
Muslim man, Arshad Javeed, was reported on Feb. 
11 to have been sentenced to death by a court in 
Bhawalpur for claiming to be Jesus Christ. 


Non-proliferation talks with Japan 


A government spokesman, commenting on 
talks with Japanese officials held in Islamabad 
on Feb. 11, said on Feb. 13 that Pakistan “had 
acquired some technical capability in the nu- 
clear field”. He dismissed as “totally incor- 
rect”, however, reports that an offer of 
US$300-400 million in Japanese aid had been 
made conditional upon Pakistan’s accession 
to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 


(NPT) [see p. 39238]. 


Agreements with France, Turkey and 
Poland 


An agreement with France on co-operation in 
the scientific utilization of nuclear technology 
was concluded in Islamabad on Feb. 9 follow- 
ing talks on Feb. 8-12 between the French 
Minister-Delegate for Foreign Affairs, 
Georges Kiejman, and senior defence and 
foreign ministry officials. 


An accord establishing a military consultancy 
group with Turkey was signed in Islamabad 
on Feb. 9. 


Negotiations for the sale to Pakistan of 320 T-72 
Polish-made tanks were confirmed in mid-Fe- 
bruary by Poland’s Trade and Industry Ministry. 


i Last article p. 39271; reference article pp. R78-79. 


INDIA 


Banning of BJP rally - 
Approval of 1993-94 budget 


The government of Prime Minister P. V. Na- 
rasimha Rao introduced strict security 
measures in anticipation of a major confron- 
tation with the pro-Hindu Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) after banning a mass rally in the 
capital, New Delhi, on Feb. 25 and ordering 
the nationwide arrest of between 40,000 and 
75,000 BJP followers. 


In what was described as the largest security oper- 
ation ever mounted in the capital, more than 75,000 
police and paramilitary officers used tear gas and 
rubber bullets to break up demonstrations and pre- 
vent a repeat of the bloody communal massacres 
which had followed the destruction in December 
1992 of the mosque at Ayodhya [see p. 39222]. 
Among those injured in the skirmishes and sub- 
sequently arrested were the BJP’s president, Murli 
Manohar Joshi and its parliamentary leader, L. K. 
Advani. 


The government’s tough response to the rally, 
called to demand fresh elections, was reportedly 
initiated by Rao himself, who had been under press- 
ure from several party members, including the in- 
fluential Human Resources Development Minister 
Arjun Singh, a potential rival, for being too lenient 
with the BJP [see p. 39269]. On Feb. 22 President 
Shankar Dayal Sharma publicly endorsed the gov- 
ernment’s stance in a speech to parliament in which 
he condemned attempts to exploit inter-religious 
tensions for political ends. Advani, who had ac- 
cused Rao of imposing an “undeclared emer- 
gency”, claimed on Feb. 25 that the government 
had “lost its balance”. 


Ayodhya White Paper - Other 
developments in Ayodhya aftermath 


_A White Paper released on Feb. 24 absolved 


the central government from responsibility 
for the demolition of the mosque at Ayodhya 
and blamed the Uttar Pradesh state govern- 
ment for failing to protect the site, reneging 
on assurances given to the Supreme Court [see 
pp. 39193-94] and refusing the central gov- 
ernment’s request to send in additional se- 
curity forces on Dec. 6. 
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On Feb. 2 Human Resources Development Minis- 
ter Singh had resigned from the committee drafting 
the White Paper, saying that he thought it would be 
a “whitewash”. 

The Bombay High Court on Feb. 3 ordered the 
seizure of 77 audio-cassettes purporting to show 
that police had supported Hindu attacks on Mus- 
lims during communal riots in the city in January 
[see p. 39270]. ; 
The head of the Islamic Swayam Sangh (SS— 
banned in December 1992 in the wake of the de- 
sruction of the Ayodhya mosque—see p. 39222), 
Abdul Nasser Mahdani, was arrested in Thiruva- 
nanthapuram, in the southern state of Kerala, on 
Jan. 27. 


New Chief Justice 


M. N. Venkatachaliah was appointed Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court on Feb. 12 on 
the retirement of the current incumbent, L. M. 
Sharma. 


Ministerial appointments 


An internal power struggle in the Home Af- 
fairs Ministry aj to have been resolved — 
on Feb. 4 after the Minister of State for Home 
Affairs, Rajesh Pilot, assumed control of the 
key departments of internal security, Jammu 
and Kashmir and Punjab, reportedly against 
the wishes of Home Affairs Minister S. B. 
Chavan. On Feb. 4 Chavan agreed to the ap- 
pointment of P. M. Sayeed as the second 
Minister of State for Home Affairs in charge 
of centre-state relations, freedom fighters’ 
pensions, and union territories. 


Bhuvanesh Chaturvedi, Minister of State in the 
Prime Minister’s Office, was appointed on Feb. 16 — 
to take additional charge as Minister of State for 
Atomic Energy and Space. 


Presentation of 1993-94 budget 


The government’s proposals for a growth- 
oriented budget for 1993-94, heralding the 
full convertibility of the rupee and’substantial 
reductions in tariffs, were unveiled by the 
Finance Minister Manmohan Singh on Feb. 
pa) ; 


Total government expenditure for 1993-94 was 
budgeted at Rs 1,310,000 million (US$40,000 mil- 
lion) and revenue at Rs 1,270,000 million, with a 
deficit of Rs 43,000 million. The fiscal deficit plus 
government borrowing, together amounting to Rs 
367,000 million, would be equivalent to some 4.5 
per cent of gross domestic product (GDP) in 1993-. 
94. 


In a move signalling greater economic expansion, 
the new budget increased investment in public 
utilities and raised spending on agriculture and 
education. Hailed by analysts as “bold and imagin- 
ative”, the package was expected to reap the 
benefits of previous austerity measures which had 
reduced the fiscal deficit from 8.4 per cent of GDP 
in 1990-91 to just over 5 per cent in 1992-93. 


The rupee’s flotation, first mooted in March 1992 
[see pp. 38812-13], formed the centrepiece of the 
budget which also scrapped the two-tier exchange . 
rate system under which foreign exchange holders’ 
were allowed to sell up to 60 per cent of their 
holdings at market rates, with 40 per cent subject 
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to official exchange rates [ibid.]. Aimed primarily 


at raising export earnings, the announcement of the . 


tupee’s full convertibility came amid indications, 
confirmed by the government’s annual economic 
survey released on Feb. 23, of a marked decline in 
exports owing to falling trade with former Soviet 
bloc countries. On world foreign exchange markets 
the newly floated rupee made modest gains against 
the US dollar after having plunged 6 per cent to an 
all-time low in mid-February. 


Interest rates were cut by 1 percentage point—from 
18 per cent to 17 per cent—for commercial bor- 
rowers, and import duties further reduced from a 
maximum rate of 110 per cent to 85 per cent. Tax 
relief, involving cuts in excise duties which were 
expected to reduce prices of major consumer 
goods, was estimated to inject some Rs 45,000 
million into the economy. The general capital 
goods rate was cut from 55 per cent to 35 per cent, 
with further cuts for export-oriented industries. 


The budget also proposed a reduction in short-term 
capital gains tax for foreign institutional investors 
in the stock market, from 65 per cent to 30 per cent. 
A five-year tax holiday and other incentives were 
introduced for investments in power. 


Project spending on agrarian development schemes 
and farming credits rose by 62 per cent, on educa- 
tion 37 per cent, and on power investment 22 per 
cent. 


The government expected GDP growth to rise 
from a likely 4 per cent in 1991-92 to between 
5 and 5.5 per cent in 1993-94. Inflation, run- 
ning at around 7 per cent, was expected to fall 
to between 5 and 6 per cent. 


In an apparent prelude to the full convertibility of 
the rupee, the government on Feb. 17 had an- 
nounced the partial deregulation of the domestic 
fuels market by allowing the private sector to im- 
. port kerosene, liquid petroleum gas and fuel oil, 
formerly under the control of the state-owned In- 
dian Oil Corporation (IOC). 


The formal approval to set up a gas-fired power 
station in Maharashtra, granted to the US company, 
Enron Corporation, was reported on Feb. 5. 


World Bank loan 


Finance Ministry officials quoted in the Financial 
Times of Feb. 9 confirmed that the World Bank was 
set to approve a loan worth US$3,200 million in the 
12 months beginning April 1993, including conces- 
sional assistance of US$1,300 million from the 
International Development Association (IDA). The 
World Bank was also reported to have approved a 

‘request for an annual US$2,500 million in excep- 
tional financing over the next three years, appar- 
ently in recognition of India’s continued success in 
meeting conditions of a World Bank structural 
adjustment loan. In December the Bank had ap- 
proved a US$500,000,000 loan to provide a safety 
net for former workers in unviable public-sector 
enterprises. 


Foreign relations 


Visits by Gonzalez and Kohli 


Three agreements on the avoidance of double 
taxation, a cultural exchange programme for 
1993-94 and the repatriation of sentenced per- 
sons, as well as a declaration on combating 
terrorism, organized crime and economic of- 


fences were signed during an official visit by 
the Spanish Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
Marquez on Feb. 7-10. 


German Federal Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 
who paid an official visit on Feb. 19-22, urged 
India to accede to the Nuclear Non-Prolifera- 
tion Treaty (NPT), saying that “it would be 
beneficial to Indo-German economic and 
technological co-operation”. As the country’s 
largest trading partner in the European Com- 
munities (EC), Germany accounted for almost 
8 per cent of India’s total trade in 1992. 


Agreements with Italy 


A convention aimed at avoiding double taxa- 
tion to encourage the flow of investment and 
technology was signed with Italy in New 
Delhi on Feb. 19. On Feb. 20 the two countries 
concluded a trade accord. 


Developments in states 


The Congress (I) Chief Minister of Maharashtra, 
Sudhakarrao Naik, resigned on Feb. 25 amid con- 
troversy centring on his dismissal of six state min- 
isters known to have been close to his political rival, 
Defence Minister Sharad Pawar. Naik was also 
criticized for his handling of communal riots which 
erupted in the state capital, Bombay, in January [see 
p. 39270]. 


A Memorandum of Settlement (MOS) aimed at 
ending the six-year agitation for a separate home- 
land for the Bodo tribe [see pp. 36694; 36851; 
37348; 39194] was signed on Feb. 20 between the 
Assam state government, the central government, 
and representatives from the All-Bodo Students’ 
Union (ABSU) and the Bodo People’s Action 
Committee (BPAC). The agreement, which fell 
short of acceding to demands for a separate Bodo 
state, envisaged the creation of a 40-member Bo- 
doland Autonomous Council (BAC) and a Bodo- 
land Executive Council (BEC). 


Congress (I) was returned to power in state elec- 
tions held on Feb. 15 in Meghalaya, where Selsang 
C. Marak was appointed Chief Minister, and in 
Nagaland, where the veteran Congress (I) leader 
S. C. Jamir would head the new state government. 
Elections scheduled simultaneously in Tripura 
were postponed after the Election Commission de- 
clared the state’s law and order situation to be 
unsuitable for free polls. 


The US-based human rights organizations, Asia 
Watch and Physicians for Human Rights, on Feb. 
28 accused the security forces of “a campaign of 
terror against civilians” in Kashmir. In January 
more than 60 civilians had died after an attack by 
government troops in the city of Sopore [see p. 
39270]. On Feb. 13 a further 33 people were re- 
ported killed in incidents of shooting and violence. 


The outlawed pro-Maoist People’s War Group 
(PWG) in Andhra Pradesh on Feb. 21 released the 
last two hostages seized in late January, ending a 
23-day crisis precipitated by the kidnapping of nine 
state officials and a state legislator. 


The Hindu of Feb. 13 reported that Bali Ram Bha- 
gat and P. R. Kyndiah had been appointed Gov- 
ernors of Himachal Pradesh and Mizoram, 


respectively. 
I Last article pp. 39269-70; reference article pp. R67-69. 
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NEPAL 
Floating of rupee 


The Finance Ministry on Feb. 12 announced 
the full convertibility of the rupee against 
foreign currencies, ending a system of partial 
convertibility introduced in July 1992 [see 
also p. R78]. The decision, involving the re- 
valuation of the Nepalese rupee against its 
Indian counterpart, was reportedly prompted 
by the imminent announcement by India (on 
which Nepal was economically dependent) of 
the convertibility of the Indian rupee [see p. 
39322]. 


Trade accord with India 


A trade accord with India to promote Ne- 
palese exports by allowing the movement of 
Nepalese private commercial vehicles 
through Indian territory was signed in Kat- 
mandu on Feb. 16. 


i Last article p. 39145; reference article pp. R77-78. 


BURMA 


Appeal by Nobel peace 
laureates for release of Aung 
San Suu Kyi 


A group of Nobel peace laureates visited 
Thailand in mid-February to publicize the 
plight of Burmese opposition leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi, who had been under house arrest in 
Rangoon since 1989, and who was herself 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1991 [see 
p. 38555]. 


The group called upon the military regime in 
Burma to release Aung San Suu Kyi and other 
Burmese political prisoners. They also visited the 
Thai-Burmese border where they met with Bur- 
mese students and dissidents who had fled Burma 
following the 1988 military takeover. 


The delegation consisted of: Tenzin Gyatso,the 
14th Dalai Lama and the spiritual leader of the 
Tibetan people; Archbishop Desmond Tutu of 
South Africa; Oscar Arias Sanchez, the former 
President of Costa Rica; Betty Williams and Mai- 
read Corrigan-Maguire of Northern Ireland; 
Adolfo Pérez Esquivel of Argentina; and Ross Da- 
niels representing Amnesty International. 


The decision by the Thai government to provide the 
Dalai Lama with a visa to visit Bangkok was 
criticized by China (the Dalai Lama had been re- 
fused visas to enter Thailand in 1984, 1987 and 
1990 out of deference to China). The decision was 
also criticized by senior Thai military leaders who 
warned that the whole exercise could harm Thai- 
land’s relations with China and Burma. 


National convention 


The national convention to co-ordinate the 
drafting of a new constitution reopened on 
Feb. 1; it had first opened on Jan. 9, but had 
been adjourned two days later [see p. 39275]. 
Delegates held meetings throughout Fe- 
bruary. 
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Ministerial transfers and appointments 


The ruling military junta, the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council (SLORC), ap- 
proved a number of ministerial appointments 
on Feb. 17. 


Brig.-Gen. David Abel, hitherto Minister of Plan- 
ning and Finance, was appointed to head the new 
ministry of National Planning and Economic De- 
velopment; Brig.-Gen. Wen Tin was appointed to 
head the new ministry of Finance and Revenue; 
Maj.-Gen. Mya Thinn, hitherto Minister of Co- 
operatives, was appointed Minister of Home Af- 
fairs, replacing Lt.-Gen. Phone Myint, who 
retained control of the Culture ministry; and U 
Than Aung was appointed as Minister of Co-oper- 
atives. 


Reported challenge to Khin Nyunt 


The Far Eastern Economic Review of Feb. 18 
reported that Maj.-Gen. Khin Nyunt, SLORC 
first secretary and head of Burma’s powerful 
military intelligence, had survived a challenge 
from a group of army officers in late 1992. 


Citing military analysts, the report claimed that a 
group of officers led by Maj. Thura Naing Lin Oo 
of the 11th Light Infantry Division had been ar- 
rested by secret police officers at Hmawbi military 
base on the outskirts of Rangoon (Yangon) on Nov. 
27. The report claimed that the officers were in- 
volved in a conspiracy against Khin Nyunt, but that 
their motive remained unclear. Some analysts be- 
lieved that the officers opposed Khin Nyunt’s close 
links with China. 

Rebel attack on train 


Radio Burma reported on Feb. 10 that rebels 
had attacked a train in Mon state on Feb. 8, 
killing nine people and injuring 18 others. 
According to the report the attack was carried 
out by the New Mon State Party and the All 
Burma Students’ Democratic Front. 


Visit by Chinese Foreign Minister 


Qian Qichen, the Chinese Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, visited Burma on Feb. 1-3. 
Qian’s visit to Burma was the first by a high- 
ranking Chinese official since the SLORC 
assumed power in 1988. During his visit he 
held talks with senior SLORC officials, in- 
cluding Khin Nyunt. 


W Last article p. 39275; reference article pp. R62-63. 


CAMBODIA 
Visit by Mitterrand 


French President Francois Mitterrand visited 
Cambodia on Feb. 11-12, the first visit by a 
Western head of state since that of de Gaulle 
in 1966 [see this page for Mitterrand’s visit to 
Vietnam on Feb. 9-11]. 


During his visit, Mitterrand held talks with mem- 
bers of the all-party Supreme National Council 
(SNC), including President Norodom Sihanouk. 
Mitterrand urged all Cambodian factions to respect 
the terms of the peace treaty signed in France in 
October 1991. 


SOC offensive 


The armed forces of the State of Cambodia 
(SOC, the Phnom Penh regime) launched a 
major offensive against Khmer Rouge units in 
northern and western Cambodia in late 
January. The “dry season offensive” was laun- 
ched as UNTAC entered the final phase of 
preparations for the general election in May. 
Officials of the UN Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia (UNTAC) described the offensive 
as the largest military operation since the ar- 
rival of the first UN peacekeepers in March 
1992, and also accused the SOC government 
of exceeding the right of self-defence. 


The offensive, which was halted in early February, 
was aimed at three of the Khmer Rouge’s four most 
important “liberated zones”: the 415th Divisions’s 
Pailin base in Battambang province; the 616th Di- 
vision’s base in Kompong Thom province; and the 
920th Division deployed along the Mekong River 
in Kratie province. Khmer Rouge fighters defended 
their positions, but refrained from launching a 
counter-offensive. According to SOC figures, 51 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas were killed and 89 
wounded in fighting in Battambang alone. 


The SOC government claimed to have launched the 
offensive in an attempt to reclaim productive land 
because the country faced a serious shortfall of rice. 
However, many commentators regarded the of- 
fensive as a political rather than a military oper- 
ation. The Far Eastern Economic Review of Feb. 
11 cited one US analyst as saying that a flare-up of 
fighting against the Khmers Rouges “could help to 
emphasize the role of the SOC as the only barrier 
to a Khmer Rouge return to power”. 


Reports in late February indicated that Viet- 
nam was preparing border troops for possible 
incursions from Khmer Rouge guerrillas fol- 
lowing the Cambodian elections in May. 


According to some reports a visit by Gen. Dao Dinh 
Luyen, Vietnam’s Chief of General Staff, to Pleiku 
in the Central Highlands in mid-February clearly 
signalled Vietnam’s growing unease over the 
Khmer Rouge refusal to co-operate with the UN 
peace plan. 


SOC National Assembly session 


The SOC National Assembly, convening on 
Jan. 25-29, stressed the importance of the 
government’s market economic reform pro- 
gramme and approved a budget for 1993. The 
Assembly approved the appointment of Suy 
Sem as Minister of Labour and Welfare. 


Wi Last article p. 39275-76; reference article pp. R63-65. 


VIETNAM 
Visit by Mitterrand 


French President Francois Mitterrand paid a 
historic visit to Vietnam on Feb. 9-11 [for 
Mitterrand’s visit to Cambodia see this page]. 


Mitterrand’s visit was the first by a Western head 
of state since Vietnamese reunification in 1976. 
Moreover, his arrival in Hanoi on Feb. 9 was the 
first visit by a Western leader to that city since the 
(communist) Democratic Republic of Vietnam was 
proclaimed by Ho Chi Minh in 1945. According to 


Keesing’s Record of World Events 


the Far Eastern Economic Review of Feb. 25, for 
Mitterrand the visit “fulfilled a long-held ambition 
of personally putting an end to a painful chapter of 
French military involvement in Indo-China”. On 
Feb. 10 Mitterrand visited Dien Bien Phu, where 
he paid tribute to the French soldiers who died in 
1034. in the battle which marked the end of the 
French colonial presence in Indo-China. 


Mitterrand held talks with his Vietnamese counter- 
part, Gen. Le Duc Anh, and Prime Minister Gen. 


Vo Van Kiet. He also held a low-key meeting with 


Do Muoi, secretary general of the ruling Commun- 
ist Party of Vietnam (CPV). During his visit Mit- 
terrand announced an increase in French aid to 
Vietnam, from US$35,000,000 in 1992 to 
US$65,000,000 in 1993. The French side also 
agreed to consider Vietnam’s request to cancel 
some US$290,000,000 debt to France. During the 
visit the two sides also signed agreements on econ- 
omic, legal, medical and cultural co-operation. In 
addition, French companies signed two major com- 
mercial deals. 


During a speech at a dinner hosted by Gen. Le Duc 
Anh, Mitterrand urged the CPV to introduce greater 
democracy and expand human rights. However, he 
also praised the party for launching doi moi, its 
programme of economic renovation. 


Mitterrand called on US President Bill Clinton to 
lift the US economic embargo against Vietnam. 


Foreign Minister's visit to South Korea 


Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen Manh 
Cam visited South Korea on Feb. 1-5 [see p. 
39239 for restoration of diplomatic relations 
between Vietnam and South Korea in Decem- 
ber 1992]. 


Cam’s South Korean counterpart, Lee Sang Ock, 


announced details of a US$50,000,000 South 


Korean development aid package to Vietnam. De- 
tails were also released of a US$120,000,000 loan 
by the South Korean Export-Import Bank to allow 
Vietnam to purchase equipment and materials. An 
agreement was signed on economic and technical 
co-operation. 


Japanese-Vietnamese economic 
conference 


A joint Japanese- Vietnamese economic con- 
ference, the first of its kind, was held in Hanoi 
in early February. The conference was at- 
tended by a 120-strong delegation from the 
Keidanran, the Japanese Federation of Econ- 
omic Organizations, led by Akira Nishio, 
president of Nissho Iwai corporation. 


Visit by Indonesian military delegation 


A high-ranking Indonesian military delega- 
tion, led by Minister of Defence and Securi 

Gen. L. B. Murdani, visited Vietnam in mid- 
February. During his visit, Gen. Murdani held 
talks with senior Vietnamese leaders, includ- 
ing Vo Van Kiet and the National Defence 
Minister, Gen. Doan Khue. 


Meeting of Mekong co-operation 
committee 


Senior officials of Vietnam, Thailand, Cam- 
bodia and Laos convened in Hanoi on Feb. 3-5 


for the first session of a working group en- - 


trusted with charting a new framework for 
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co-operation in the development of the Me- 
kong river’s resources. 

The officials agreed to hold further discussion in 
April in Thailand. They set a target date of October 
for the settlement of two key issues: principles for 
the sustainable use of the river’s water resources, 
and institutional and management issues related to 
the mechanisms of co-operation. 


i Last article p. 39276; reference article pp. R85-86 


LAOS 


National Assembly session - 
New Council of Ministers 


The new National Assembly elected in De- 
cember 1992 [see p. 39238] held its first 
session on Feb. 20-25. President Nouhak 
Phoumsavan and Prime Minister Khamtay 
Siphandon were confirmed in their posts by 
acclamation on Feb. 22. Later that day the 
Assembly approved the appointment of a new 
Council of Ministers. 


Death of veteran leader 


Sisomphone Lovansay, a former Vice-Pre- 
mier and member of the ruling Lao People’s 
Revolutionary Party (LPRP) politburo, died 
on Feb. 24, aged 77. 


Visit by Chinese minister 

Qian Qichen, the Chinese Foreign Affairs 
Minister, visited Laos on Jan. 30-31 [see p. 
39324 for Qian’s visit to Burma in early Fe- 


New Lao Council of Ministers 


Khamtay Siphandon Premier 
Phoune Sipaseuth Vice-Premier 
(supervising foreign affairs) 
+Khamphoui Keoboualapha Vice-Premier; 
Chair of the Board of Planning and 
Co-operation 
Maj.-Gen. Choummali Saygnasone 
National Defence 
+Phao Bounnaphonh Minister attached to 
the Prime Minister’s Office 
Maj.-Gen. Asang Laoli Interior 
+Somsavat Lengsavad Foreign Affairs 
*Khamsai Souphanouvong Finance 
Gen. Sisavath Keobounphanh Agriculture 
and Forestry 
Bouathong Transport; Posts and 
Communications; Construction 
*Lt.-Gen. Osakan Thammatheva 
Information and Culture 
*Thongloun Sisoulit Labour and Social 
Welfare 
Soulivong Daravong Industry and 
Handicrafts 
*Kham-ouan Bouppha Justice 
*Sompadit Volasan Trade 
*Bousabong Souvannavong Governor of the 
State Bank of the LPDR 
*Phommason Education 
*Vannalet Latsapho Public Health (acting) 
+Altered responsibilities. 
*New appointment. 


bruary]. During his visit Qian held talks with 
senior Lao leaders, including Khamtay Sip- 
handon, Nouhak Phoumsavan and Phoune Si- 
paseuth. 

During the visit the two sides signed an agreement 
on investment protection and a Sino-Lao boundary 
protocol. 


W Last article p. 39238; reference article pp. PR75-76.. 


MALAYSIA 


Compromise on 
constitutional amendments 


The government and the nine hereditary 
Malay rulers on Feb. 11 reached a com- 
promise agreement on constitutional changes 
which mainly sought to limit the rulers’ legal 
immunity. The government and the rulers had 
been in dispute since January, when parlia- 
ment had approved amendments to the Con- 
stitution which had earlier been rejected by 
the rulers [see p. 39276]. 


The compromise was reached at a meeting between 
the rulers and Ghafar Baba, Deputy Prime Minister 
and deputy president of the ruling United Malays 
National Organization (UMNO). The substance of 
the compromise formula was not revealed, but 
commentators suggested that the government had 
made some limited concessions. 


The Far Eastern Economic Review of Feb. 25 said 
that the rulers’ crisis had offered an opportunity for 
those jostling for position in the UMNO leadership 
race to burnish their credentials. The report noted 
that Ghafar Baba’s “stock could well have risen in 
the wake of his steering of the final agreement”. 
Ghafar’s chief rival, Finance Minister Anwar 
Ibrahim, was abroad when the final compromise 
was reached. 


Military reshuffle 


The Defence ministry announced details of a 
major military reshuffle on Feb. 23. 


Gen. Yaacob Mohamed Zain was replaced as head 
of the defence forces by Gen. Abdul Rahman Abdul 
Hamid, hitherto head of the army. Gen. Abdul 
Rahman would be replaced by his deputy, Lt.-Gen. 
Borhan Ahmed. The head of the air force, Lt.-Gen. 
Mohamad Yunis Tasi was replaced by his deputy, 
Maj.-Gen. Abdul Ghani Abdul Aziz. 


Foreign relations 

Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamed visited 
Bangladesh and Pakistan on Feb. 12-17. 
During his tour he held talks with Begum 
Khaleda Zia, the Prime Minister of Ban- 
gladesh, and Mian Mohammad Nawaz Sharif, 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan, ona variety of 
bilateral, regional and international issues. 


Indian Defence Minister Sharad Pawar 
visited Malaysia on Feb. 1-4, when the two 
sides signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) on defence co-operation. 


The MOU, which among other things sought to 
enhance logistical and technical support for the 
Malaysian air force, was the first significant 
defence agreement between India and a member of 
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the Association of South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). Analysts claimed that the MOU could 
pave the way for Malaysia to purchase Russian 
MiG-29 fighters, since India was a major MiG 
operator and manufacturer [see p. 39270 for Indo- 
Russian military accord]. 


Bi Last article p. 39276; reference article p. R76. 


INDONESIA 


New armed forces chief - 
Nominations for Sutrisno as 
Vice-President 


Gen. Try Sutrisno resigned as C.-in-C. of the 
Indonesian Armed Forces (Abri) on Feb. 17. 
He was replaced on Feb. 19 by Gen. Edi 
Sudrajat, hitherto Army Chief of Staff. Gen. 
Sutrisno’s resignation freed him to stand for 
election as Vice-President in March 1993. 


During January and February Gen. Sutrisno’s 
campaign for the vice-presidency received 
widespread backing from a majority of the 
factions in the People’s Consultative Assem- 
bly, the body which elected the vice-presi- 
dent. However, commentators stressed that 
the final decision on the choice of Vice-Presi- 
dent would be taken by President Suharto. 


In January the Indonesian Democratic Party de- 
clared its support for Sutrisno, and similar declara- 
tions of support were announced in February by the 
ruling Golkar, the United Development Party and 
Abri. One of Sutrisno’s main potential challengers, 
B. J. Habibie, withdrew from consideration in mid- 
February when he told reporters that he would 
remain in his current post as Minister of State for 
Research and Technology. 


Visit by German Chancellor - Purchase 
of warships 


Helmut Kohl, the German Federal Chancel- 
lor, visited Indonesia on Feb. 23-25 for talks 
with President Suharto. 


A report on Radio Republic of Indonesia on Feb. 
24 stated that Suharto had briefed Kohl on human 
rights in Indonesia, stressing the need for a more 
extensive and open dialogue on these issues. 


Indonesian officials had revealed in early February 
that Germany had recently sold Indonesia 39 naval 
vessels, comprising a third of the former East Ger- 
man navy. The deal was signed in December 1992; 
according to the Far Eastern Economic Review of 
Feb. 18 it was worth an estimated US$120,000,000. 


It was also reported in early February that a deal 
had been signed in September 1992 for the pur- 
chase of up to three German Type-209 diesel-elec- 
tric submarines. Indonesia was currently the only 
south-east Asian state to operate submarines. 


Opening of Gusmao’s trial 


The trial of José Xanana Gusmao, the military 
commander of the Front for an Independent 
East Timor (Fretilin), opened in Dili, the capi- 
tal of East Timor, on Feb. 1. Gusmao had been 
captured by Indonesian troops in November 
1992 [see pp. 39196; 39239]. 
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At the start of the trial Gusmao was charged with a 
range of crimes ranging from rebellion and con- 
spiring to set up an independent state of East Timor 
to possession of firearms, the latter being a capital 
offence. President Mario Soares of Portugal (the 
former colonial power in East Timor) described the 
trial as “a farce” in a statement issued on Feb. 1. 


Wi Last article pp. 39276-77; reference article pp. R69-71. 


PHILIPPINES 


Presidential visit to Singapore 


President Fidel Ramos arrived in Singapore 
on Feb. 11 at the start of a three-day official 
visit. During the course of his trip he held talks 
with senior government officials including 
President Wee Kim Wee and Prime Minister 
Goh Chok Tong. In addition to discussing the 
possibility of closer economic co-operation 
between the two countries, Ramos also par- 
ticipated in talks on regional security. 


Release of nuns - Purge of police force 


Two Spanish nuns who had been kidnapped 
by a Muslim guerrilla group were released on 
Feb. 5, unharmed and without a ransom hav- 
ing been paid. The nuns, who had been held 
for 20 days, were released into the custody of 
the Libyan and Palestinian ambassadors at a 
guerrilla base outside the town of Jolo in the 
Sulu islands. 


On Feb. 23 it was reported that Ramos had begun 
a wholesale reform of the Philippine National 
Police by demanding the immediate retirement of 
239 officers holding the rank of colonel and above. 
The order, which affected the acting director- 
general of the 100,000-strong force, followed criti- 
cisms of the country’s growing lawlessness. Of 
particular concern was the recent spate of criminal 
kidnappings aimed largely at the country’s wealthy 
Chinese community, some of which were believed 
to have involved police officers. 


Volcano eruption 


Mount Mayon, a volcano 330 km south of 
Manila which had lain dormant for eight 
years, erupted on Feb. 2, hurling ash and 
debris over a 10-km radius. At least 68 people 
were killed by the eruption, and some 24,000 
people were evacuated from the area. 


Wi Last article p- 39239; reference article pp. R79-80. 


AUSTRALIA 


Elections in Western Australia 
- Calling of general election 


Defeat of ALP in Western Australia 


After 10 years in office in Western Australia 
the Australian Labor Party (ALP) was de- 
feated in state elections on Feb. 6. The 
outgoing ALP state Premier, Carmen Law- 
rence, conceded defeat shortly after the polls 
had closed, and congratulated her successor, 
Liberal Party leader Richard Court. 


The final size of Court’s Liberal-National 
Party coalition government majority was ex- 
pected to be between five and nine seats. The 
swing against the ALP in marginal seats was 
between 0 and 2 per cent, compared with an 
expected adverse swing of more than 4 per 
cent. Lawrence, who in 1990 had become the 
country’s first female state Premier [see p. 
37250], fought an effective campaign, but was 
dogged by the reputation for corruption ac- 
quired by the ALP during the era of her prede- 
cessors Brian Burke and Peter Dowding. 


The decision of the ALP to call the Western Aus- 
tralia election three months before it was constitu- 
tionally due was, in part, an attempt to allow voters 
to vent their frustration on the ruling party prior to 
the calling of a federal election. If the ALP was to 
have any realistic hope of retaining power at federal 
level it was essential that it hold most of the six 
marginal seats in Western Australia. 


Calling of general election - 
Announcement of economic package 


Encouraged by the results from Western Aus- 
tralia, federal Prime Minister Paul Keating on 
Feb. 7 called a general election for March 13. 
On the following day he announced a four- 
year A$4,500 million package of measures 
designed to stimulate the economy. 


A key measure in the package was a reduction of 
the rate of corporate tax from 39 to 33 percent, with 
effect from July 1. The move contrasted sharply 
with the Liberal-National Party opposition’s plan 
to raise the rate to 42 per cent. The package also 
contained an immediate 10 per cent tax allowance 
on certain equipment and plant investment, and an 
increase in child-care allowances. The package was 
to be financed in part through an expansion of the 
budget deficit, and in part through the sale of a 19 
per cent holding in the formerly wholly state- 
owned Commonwealth Bank. The sale was de- 
signed to raise some A$1,000 million and would 
reduce the government’s holding to 51 per cent 
(US$1.00=A$1.4883 as at Feb. 8, 1993). 


Scandal involving Speaker 


Leo McLeay, the Speaker of the federal Par- 
liament, who had received a discreet compen- 
sation award of A$65,000 from the 
government after a bicycle accident, resigned 
from office on Feb. 8 in order to spare the 
Keating government any further embarrass- 
ment over the affair. 


McLeay, an ALP stalwart and close colleague of 
the Prime Minister, had suffered injuries in 1990 
after a folding bicycle which he had hired from the 
health and recreation centre at Parliament House in 
Canberra collapsed beneath him. Despite having 
been wamed in advance that the collapsible bicycle 
was unsuitable for someone of his size, McLeay 
had sued the Joint House Department—a par- 
liamentary body of which he was jointly in 
charge—and received swift and generous redress. 


Despite widespread media reports and public criti- 
cism, McLeay denied any wrongdoing, and on Feb. 
20 it was reported that a parliamentary inquiry had 
found no evidence that he had received favourable 
treatment. 


i Last article p. 39197; reference article pp. R87-88. 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


Government advance in 
Bougainville 


The government announced on Feb. 15 thatits 
forces had captured Arawa, the capital of Bou- 
gainville. The secessionist Bougainville Rev- 
olutionary Army (BRA) and representatives 
of the self-proclaimed in govern- 
ment of Bougainville confirmed that the capi- 
tal was under attack, but claimed that 
government forces had succeeded in occu- 
pying only a part of the town. 


Government claims that the BRA had disintegrated 
and was no longer capable of mounting a signifi- 
cant challenge to the military were damaged when 
the rebel organization staged a series of attacks on 
Feb, 24. In one incident near Arawa at least six 
government soldiers were killed, two were 
wounded and two reported missing after BRA 
forces ambushed a group of government troops. A 
BRA press release claimed that nine soldiers had 
been killed in the attack. 


Prime Minister's visit to Indonesia 
Prime Minister Paias Wingti arrived in Jakarta 
on Feb. 10 at the start of a five-day official 
visit to Indonesia. 

Wingti was accompanied by an entourage of 200 
people, many of whom were businessmen hoping 
to expand economic links with Indonesia. During 
talks between Wingti and Indonesian President Su- 
harto a range of issues were discussed, including 
the question of the secessionist struggle in Irian 
Jaya, which had traditionally been an irritant in 
relations between the two countries. 4 


i Last article p. 39277; reference article pp. R93-94. 


TONGA 


General election 


Candidates associated with the pro-democ- 
racy movement won six of the nine seats 
contested in a general election held on Feb. 4 
[for 1990 general election see p. 37251]. 
Among the successful candidates was Akilisi 
Pohiva, the movement’s leader, who was re- 
elected on the main island of Tongatapu. The 
result was expected to increase fora 
comprehensive reform of Tonga’s political 
system. 


Under the existing Constitution only nine of the 
seats in the 30-member parliament were open to 
election by the country’s 45,000 voters. Of the 
remaining seats, 12 were occupied permanent 

the King and his 11-member Privy Council ( 

also acted as the Cabinet) and nine were reserved 
for, and elected by, the country’s hereditary nobles. 


In recent years the pro-democracy movement, 
a loose association of liberals incl had 
pressed for the adoption of a more democratic 
constitution. The fact that some two-thirds of | 
the candidates standing for the nine com- 
moner seats pro-democracy ideals 
was considered indicative of the movement’s 
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success in confronting the previously unchal- 
lenged absolute authority of King Taufa’ahau 
Tupou IV. 


Wi Reference article p. R95. 


IN BRIEF 


BANGLADESH: Ten parties merged on Feb. 22 
to form a new National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) headed by Khondaker Moshtaque Ahmed 


BOSNIA-HERCEGOVINA 


Clarification of US policy - 
Other developments 


The US administration on Feb. 10 offered to 
become “actively and directly engaged” in 
peace efforts in Bosnia-Hercegovina and 
clarified its policy on the former Yugoslavia 
with a series of proposals announced by Sec- 
retary of State Warren Christopher. Notably, 
Reginald Bartholomew, currently the US am- 
bassador to North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion (NATO), was appointed as the US special 
envoy to the international peace talks on the 
former Yugoslavia, which transferred from 
Geneva to New York on Feb. 1. The adminis- 
tration of President Bill Clinton had expressed 
serious reservations about certain aspects of 
‘the Geneva peace plan drafted in January by 
‘Lord Owen and Cyrus Vance, which, it main- 
tained, rewarded ethnic cleansing. 


The US administration proposed that (i) any peace 
plan had to be accepted by all parties rather than 
imposed; (ii) sanctions should be tightened against 
Serbia, which had to be dissuaded from spreading 
the war to Kosovo or Macedonia; (iii) the no-fly 
zone over Bosnia had to be enforced by a Security 
Council resolution; (iv) the USA would support 
moves to set up a war crimes tribunal [see p. 
39345]; (v) if there were a “viable” agreement on 
Bosnia the USA would join with “the UN, NATO 
and others” to enforce it, if necessary by military 
force; and (vi) Russia should become more in- 
volved in negotiating a solution. Bartholomew ar- 
rived in Moscow on Feb. 13 for talks with Deputy 
Foreign Minister Vitaly Churkin, Russia’s own 
special envoy to the peace talks. 


Russia, while traditionally pro-Serb, sought an 
even-handed approach to the conflict, supported 
the Vance-Owen plan, and was considering the 
participation of a Russian contingent in a multina- 

tional peacekeeping force. Opinion in the Russian 
Supreme Soviet was hostile to the imposition of 
further sanctions against the Serbs alone. 


Progress of peace talks 


Peace talks in New York remained deadlocked for 
most of February. Bosnian President Alija Izet- 
begovic refused to attend the talks in person, re- 
maining in Sarajevo. Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 

Karadzic, whose movements had been restricted to 


of the Democratic League, who had been impli- 
cated in the assassination in August 1975 of the 
then President, Shaikh Mujibur Rahman, whom he 
had briefly succeeded until his own overthrow the 
following November [see pp. 27381; 27521]. The 
NDA would work to establish Islamic principles. 


SRI LANKA: The predominantly Tamil-backed 
University of Teachers for Human Rights (Jaffna) 
was reported on Feb. 17 to have alleged that the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) was 
holding up to 4,000 prisoners in camps in eastern 
and northern Sri : 


New York City due to his alleged war crimes 
record, returned to Belgrade on Feb. 12. However, 
the peace talks resumed in New York on March 1 
with the leaders of all three factions present. 


In the last two weeks of January Bosnian 
Croats as well as Serbs had attempted to con- 
solidate control over parts of Bosnia-Her- 
cegovina prior to any peace settlement, 
cutting off aid supplies to Muslim towns par- 
ticularly in central Bosnia around Jablanica 
and Travnik. 


Problems with UN aid distribution 


UN relief efforts were severely hampered by 
Serb forces in February. In protest at the UN’s 
failure to supply aid to Muslim towns such as 
Cerska, Kamenica, Goradze and Srebrenica in 
eastern Bosnia which were under protracted 
Serbian siege, and to show solidarity with 
them, the Bosnian government refused to 
allow the distribution of supplies to Sarajevo. 
The special envoy of the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR), José Maria 
Mendiluce, on Feb. 13 launched a major aid 
offensive regardless, he said, of whether war- 
ring factions would allow relief deliveries 
through. 


On Feb. 17 Sadako Ogata, the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, in protest at the “failure of all 
parties” to respect humanitarian principles, ordered 
the suspension of relief operations in Serb-control- 
led Bosnia and Sarajevo and the withdrawal of most 
UNHCR staff from the city. Her decision was over- 
tuled, however, by the UN Secretary-General Bou- 
tros Boutros-Ghali on Feb. 19. Serb forces allowed 
an aid convoy to reach Zepa in eastern Bosnia on 
Feb. 21, whereupon the Office of the UNHCR said 
that full aid operations would resume following 
assurances from all warring parties; the Sarajevo 
aid boycott was lifted on Feb. 22 on the recommen- 
dation of Izetbegovic who at the same time ordered 
a unilateral ceasefire for Bosnian forces. 


Two people were killed in shelling attacks on UN 
relief trucks on the Sarajevo-Mostar road on Feb. 
2; aid flights to Sarajevo were suspended on Feb. 6 
after a crew member of a relief plane was hit by 
anti-aircraft fire over Zagreb (Croatia), and again 
on Feb. 11 after four French UN soldiers were 
wounded at Sarajevo airport; and an Egyptian UN 
soldier was killed on Feb. 25 near Sarajevo. 
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US aid airdrop 


President Clinton announced on Feb. 25 that 
to supplement UN land convoys US aircraft 
would air-drop relief supplies to areas cut off 
from UN operations; no combat aircraft 
would be involved. The decision was en- 
dorsed by NATO Foreign Ministers on Feb. 
26. Hungary agreed in principle to allow its 
airspace to be used by the US planes, and the 
first air drop into eastern Bosnia took place on 
March 1. Serbian commanders had given or- 
ders not to fire on aid planes or impede aid 
delivery. 


Security Council resolution on arming 
of UN troops 


A Security Council resolution of Feb. 19 ex- 
tending the mandate of the UN Protection 
Force in Yugoslavia (UNPROFOR) in Bos- 
nia, Croatia and Macedonia until March 31 
[see p. 39328] also called for UN troops in the 
former Yugoslavia to be armed for their pro- 
tection. 


UN report on killing of Bosnian 
minister 


The Bosnian leadership on Feb. 4 accused the 
UN of “whitewash” over its inquiry into the 
killing of Bosnian Deputy Prime Minister Ha- 
kija Turajlic by a Serb soldier on Jan. 8 [see 
p. 39278], in failing to name the killer or even 
question him during the investigation. Tu- 

tajlic had been succeeded by Zlatko Lagumd- 
zija. 


Wi Last article pp. 39277-79; reference article pp. R101-02. 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Calls for sanctions 
compensation 


Romania, Russia and Ukraine made calls dur- 
ing February for international compensation 
to be paid to them for losses suffered through 
UN sanctions against Yugoslavia. 


Romania and Ukraine agreed in Odessa on Feb. 4 
on steps to implement sanctions against Serbia but 
called for international monitors to be stationed at 
Ukrainian ports to help enforce the measures and 
arrange compensation. Several Romanian vessels 
were meanwhile detained by Yugoslavia in reprisal 
for its enforcement of sanctions on the Danube [see 
also p. 39282]. The UN Security Council on Jan. 
28 expressed concern that Ukraine had been sup- 
plying oil to Serbia since mid-November in viol- 
ation of sanctions. 


New Prime Minister 


Radoje Kontic, a Montenegrin, on Feb. 9 ac- 
cepted his nomination by President Dobrica 
Cosic as Prime Minister of Yugoslavia in 
place of Milan Panic [see p. 39240] and began 
consultations on forming a new government. 


Serbian representation in parliament 


The main opposition Serbian Democratic 
Movement (Depos), which won 50 seats in the 
December Serbian assembly elections [not 49 
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as stated on p. 39240], walked out of the 
federal parliamentary session on Feb. 3 when 
the federal parliament was constituted. 


The Serbian Assembly had on Jan. 28 
amended the electoral procedure for choosing 
the 20 Serbian delegates to the 40-member 
Chamber of the Republics (upper house of the 
federal Yugoslav parliament) in the absence 
of the opposition parties, which had walked 
out in protest; henceforth the hardline Social- 
ist Party of Serbia (SPS) would hold 12 of the 
seats and their allies, the Radicals, eight. Two 
of the 20 deputies designated by Montenegro 
were also Radicals, so that the Serbian Social- 
ist/Radical alliance would command a ma- 
jority in the Chamber. 


New Serbian government 


A government proposed by Nikola Sainovic, 
the Prime Minister-designate of Serbia, and 
comprising five deputy prime ministers and 
22 ministers, was endorsed by the Serbian 
Assembly on Feb. 10. 


New regional government in 
Vojvodina 


The Assembly of the Serbian autonomous province 
of Vojvodina on Feb. 9 elected a new government 
headed by Bosko Perosevic and dominated by the 
SPS. 


Wi Last article p- 39279; reference article pp. R128-30. 


CROATIA 
Upper house elections 


The first elections to the 63-seat Chamber of 
Districts (upper house) of the Croatian As- 
sembly were held on Feb. 7. Results published 
by the Electoral Commission on Feb. 11 for 
17 of the 21 counties (each of which returned 
three members) gave the ruling Croatian 
Democratic Community (HDZ) 31 seats; it 
was expected to win 37 seats—an absolute 
majority—altogether. A second round of vot- 
ing was to take place in the remaining four 
counties on Feb. 21. 


The main opposition Croatian Social Liberal Party 
(HSLS) was expected to win 18 seats overall, the 
Croatian Peasant Party (HSS) five and the Istrian 
Democratic Assembly (IDS) three. 


Two of the HSLS seats were allocated to the Party 
of Democratic Change (SDP—the former Com- 
munist Party) and the People’s Party (HNS) under 
coalition agreements, although neither won any 
seats standing individually. 


A total of 21 parties contested the elections; turnout 
was over 70 per cent of the electorate of 3,675,000. 
The HDZ gained a majority in all the 21 counties 
except Istria (where the IDS was estimated to have 
won 67 per cent to the HDZ’s 16 per cent) and 
Medjimurje (where the HSS-HNS won two seats 
and the HDZ one); it made an unexpectedly poor 
showing in Dalmatia with only 35 per cent of the 
vote, the HSLS winning 33 per cent. Former resi- 
dents of Vukovar (besieged by Serb forces in 
1991—see pp. 38376; 38560), voting from Zagreb 


as an artificial constituency, gave the HDZ 77 per 
cent of their votes. 


In local council elections taking place at the 
same time the opposition made a stronger 
showing, winning the majority of votes in a 
number of large towns. 


Continued fighting in Krajina 


Fighting between Serbs and Croats continued 
into February in “Sector South” of the self- 
proclaimed Serbian Republic of Krajina 
(RSK), centring around Obrovac, Benkovac 
and Skradin (near the capital Knin), the coas- 
tal towns of Zadar, Sibenik, Biograd and 
Vodice, and Karlovac south-west of Zagreb. 
In “Sector West”, which was bisected by the 
Zagreb-Belgrade motorway and consisted of 
a large Croat-controlled area and a smaller 
Serb area, and where substantial UN forces 
were stationed, no attacks had yet taken place. 


A UN Protection Force in Yugoslavia (UNPRO- 
FOR) transport plane flying relief supplies from 
Zagreb to Sarajevo, in Bosnia-Hercegovina, was 
hit by anti-aircraft fire south-west of Karlovac on 
Feb. 6 and a German crew member was wounded. 
Russia on Jan. 28 demanded UN Security Council 
sanctions against Croatia if it continued its offens- 
ive in the RSK. 


Temporary extension of UNPROFOR 
mandate 


Croatia on Feb. 12 agreed to an extension until 
March 31 of the UNPROFOR mandate in 
Croatia which was due to expire on Feb. 21, 
agreeing that in the meantime peace talks 
should take place on the status of Serb-con- 
trolled areas and other issues. However, it 
demanded the demilitarization of Serb forces 
in the RSK, the return of heavy weapons taken 
from UN depots, the return of refugees and the 
commencement of negotiations on the resto- 
ration of Croatian sovereignty in the “pink 
zones” outside the RSK, controlled by Serbs 
but outside UNPROFOR jurisdiction. 


Croatian Assembly president Mile Paspalj 
and the RSK president Goran Hadzic and 
foreign minister Slobodan Jarcevic began 
talks in New York on Feb. 16 under the chair- 
manship of Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, the 
co-chairmen of the parallel peace talks on the 
former Yugoslavia. The RSK refused to meet 
the Croatian delegation unless Croatia with- 
drew from recently conquered areas in return 
for the opening of the Maslenica bridge and 
Zemunik airport to civilian traffic, while Had- 
zic demanded recognition by Croatia as the 
RSK’s head of state. 


Wi Last article p. 39279; reference article pp. R103-04. 


MACEDONIA 
Greek concessions over name 
Reversing its previous position, the Greek 


government in early February accepted the 
idea of international arbitration over the issue 
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of Macedonia’s name and undertook to abide 
by any decision. 


The change of attitude led to calls for the resigna- 
tion of Greek Prime Minister Constantine Mitso- 
takis, from opponents both within his New 
Democracy party and in the opposition Pasok. 


Arbitration had been suggested by France in 
January but was rejected at the time by Ma- 
cedonian President Kiro Gligorov. A UN res- 
olution drafted in February by France, Spain 
and the United Kingdom proposed that Ma- 
cedonia should join the UN under the name of 
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. 


On Jan. 13 Uffe Ellemann-Jensen, the then Foreign 
Minister of Denmark (which was holder since Jan. 
1 of the presidency of the European Community 
(EC) Council of Ministers), had called on the EC 
to put pressure on Greece to recognize Macedonia. 
Later, in the European Parliament on Jan. 20, he 
had expressed irritation towards Greece for what he 
termed holding the EC hostage by blocking recog- 
nition. The Greek government had on Jan. 21 called 
on the EC Council of Ministers to censure Elle- 
mann-Jensen for “unacceptable” remarks. Greece 
was also demanding the amendment of the Ma- 
cedonian Constitution to remove any clauses im- 
plying territorial claims on Greece, the removal of 
Hellenic symbols from flags and stamps, and the 
cessation of “hostile propaganda” against Greece. 
Macedonia complained twice in January that Greek 
combat aircraft had violated its airspace. 

Italian Prime Minister Giuliano Amato an- 
nounced after meeting Macedonian Prime 
Minister Branko Crvenkovski on Feb.4 that 
Italy would shortly break with the EC in rec- 
ognizing the republic. : 


Shooting of Albanian at border 
crossing 


An Albanian was shot dead by a Macedonian bor- 
der patrol as he crossed into Macedonia on Feb. 24, 
seven other Albanians having been killed in similar 
actions in 1992. 


A 


Wi Last article p- 39279; reference article p. R116. 


ALBANIA 


Deportation of Albanians 
from Greece 


In late January and early February Greece 
deported some 1,500 Albanians as part of a 
crackdown on illegal immigrants of all nation- 
alities. 

Greece’s Public Order Minister Nikos Gelestathis 
said that Albanians were responsible for more 
crimes than any other foreigners, and that crimes . 
committed by Albanians had risen in 1992 by 185 
per cent compared with 1991. Albanians were esti- 
mated to make up at least 200,000 of the total of 
between 400,000 and 600,000 illegal aliens in 


On Jan. 19 about 1,500 Albanians stormed the port ~ 
of Shengjin and some of them forced their way on 
board a Turkish ship with the aim of leaving for 
Italy. Police quelled the crowd and forced them off 
the ship. 
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Rehabilitation of former political 
prisoners 


The People’s Assembly on Jan. 14 passed a 
law “on the innocence, amnesty and rehabili- 
tation of former political prisoners and the 
persecuted”. All those who had been sen- 
tenced for political crimes or who had died in 


custody, had been executed without trial or 


had been killed while crossing the border were 
declared innocent, except for those in party or 
state posts who had committed crimes against 
the state. A group of former political prisoners 
in Shkodér who had been on hunger strike 
since mid-January thereupon ended their pro- 
test. 


Relations with Italy - Projected visit 

by Pope 

During a working visit to Italy on Jan. 31- 
Feb.3 Prime Minister Aleksander Meksi dis- 
cussed economic co-operation and the crisis 
in the former Yugoslavia with his Italian 
counterpart Giuliano Amato. On Feb. 1 he met 
Pope John Paul II who, the Vatican had an- 
nounced on Jan. 23, would pay his first visit 
to Albania on April 25. 


Wi Last article p. 39281; reference article pp. R98. : 


BULGARIA 
Government “plan of action” 


The new government presented to the Na- 
tional Assembly on Feb. 9 a “plan of action” 
outlining its economic priorities and expecta- 
tions for 1993. 


The plan forecast a 4 per cent drop in gross domes- 
tic product (GDP) in 1993, a 90-100 per cent infla- 
tion rate and a budget deficit of between 6 and 9 per 
cent of GDP. The government would concentrate 
its efforts on solving specific problems in agricul- 
ture, light industry, tourism and parts of the ma- 
chine-building and chemical industries. A 
large-scale privatization programme would be 
launched in April. 


Visit by Turkish President 


Turkish President Turgut Ozal visited Bulga- 
ria on Feb. 15-17 for talks with President 
Zhelyu Zhelev. 


The Interior Minister, Col. Viktor Mikhaylov, had 
signed a security agreement with his Turkish 
counterpart Ismet Sezgin on Feb. 3, promoting joint 
measures against drug trafficking, organized crime 
and terrorism. 


Visit to Poland by President Zhelev - 
Visit to Russia by Defence Minister 


President Zhelev visited Poland on Feb. 24- 
26. During the visit he and Polish President 
Lech Walesa signed a 10-year treaty of friend- 
ship and.co-operation. 


Bulgarian Defence Minister Valentin Aleksandrov 
visited Russia on Feb. 8-11 for talks with his Rus- 
sian counterpart, Marshal Pavel Grachev. The two 
sides discussed specific steps to be taken to imple- 


ment military aspects of the Russo-Bulgarian 


friendship and co-operation treaty signed in August 
1992 [see p. 39061]. 


Wl Last article p. 39281; reference article pp. R102. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


Swearing-in of Havel - 
Currency split with Slovakia 


Vaclav Havel, elected on Jan. 26 [see p. 
39281], was sworn in as the first President of 
the Czech Republic on Feb. 2. Among the 
notable absentees at the formal inauguration 
was the Slovak Prime Minister, Vladimir Me- 
ciar, who said that he was “too preoccupied 
with work duties” to attend. In July 1992 
Meciar had been instrumental in ousting 
Havel from his post as President of the former 
Czechoslovakia [see p. 39015]. 


Among Havel’s first presidential acts was the 
granting of the traditional amnesty, affecting in this 
instance 129 prisoners. 


Currency split 


Two separate currencies for the Czech Repub- 
lic and Slovakia came into force on Feb. 8. 
Both currencies were still called the koruna, 
and began at parity with one another. On Feb. 
9 the Slovak Finance Minister Julius Toth 
stressed that the adoption of separate curren- 
cies would not affect the customs union agree- 
ment between the two republics, signed in 
October 1992 [see p. 39152]. 


The switch to separate currencies had been an- 
nounced simultaneously by both governments on 
Feb. 2, following its overwhelming approval by the 
Czech and Slovak parliaments. The decision had 
reportedly been precipitated by disagreements be- 
tween Czech officials and those of the newly cre- 
ated Slovak central bank. 


On Feb. 4 the Czech Republic and Slovakia agreed 
to a clearing system to be operated in European 
currency units (ECU), to handle payments between 
the two countries. 


Other relations with Slovakia 


Prime Minister Vaclav Klaus, on his first of- 
ficial visit, held talks with Meciar in Bratis- 
lava, the Slovak capital, on Feb. 22, 
principally on the completion of property di- 
vision and the joint organization of state bor- 
ders. 


Talks between Foreign Minister Josef Ziele- 
niec and his Slovak counterpart Milan 
Knazko, held in Bratislava on Feb. 4, ended 
with an agreement on co-operation on consu- 
lar services and on the opening of diplomatic 
missions in Prague and Bratislava on March 
il 


Approval of nuclear power station 
Trade and Industry Minister Vladimir Dlouhy 
announced on Feb. 24 that the government 
had decided to complete the construction of 
the Temelin nuclear power station in southern 
Bohemia. 
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The station was expected to have a 2,000 megawatt 
capacity, which would allow a 40 per cent reduc- 
tion in the 5,000 megawatt capacity of the brown 
coal-fired power stations in northern Bohemia 
which continued to cause serious environmental 
damage. Trade union representatives of the energy 
and mining industries in northern Bohemia 
criticized the government for using profits from 
thermal power stations to fund the Temelin plant 
rather than to clean up north Bohemian power 
stations. Environmental groups criticized the gov- 
ernment for favouring nuclear power at a time when 
other European countries were phasing it out and 
problems concerning the disposal of radioactive 
waste were unresolved. 


HH Last article p. 39281; Czechoslovakia reference article 
p- R104-05. 


SLOVAKIA 


Election of Kovac as President 


The Slovak National Council (parliament) on 
Feb. 15 elected Michal Kovac, 62, as the 
country’s first President amid bitter recrimi- 
nations which threatened to split the ruling 
Movement for a Democratic Slovakia 
(HZDS). Kovac, nominated as the HZDS’s 
official candidate and forcefully backed by 
Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar, was elected 
unopposed by 106 votes to 20, which was 16 
votes more than the three-fifths majority 
needed. In January another leading HDZS 
candidate, Roman Kovac, a Deputy Prime 
Minister, had failed to win the required ma- 
jority after two rounds of voting [see p. 
39281]. 


A former banker and reform-minded communist, 
Michal Kovac had served as chair of the former 
Czechoslovakia’s Federal Assembly before the 
country split on Jan. 1 [see pp. 39280-81]. He was 
known to have favoured a confederal arrangement 
between the two successor states of the former 
Czechoslovakia, and his election was warmly wel- 
comed by the Czech government. 


Addressing deputies after the vote, Kovac said that 
he would resign from the HZDS as “a signal that 
we are ready to put the general interests of the 
country above our partisan interests”. 


Growing rift in HZDS 


Kovac’s offer to leave the party was regarded 
as a conciliatory gesture to ease tensions 
within the HZDS, provoked by a growing rift 
between Meciar and Milan Knazko, the 
Foreign Affairs Minister and the other Deputy 
Prime Minister, who had firmly rejected Me- 
ciar’s calls for his resignation. 


In late January Knazko had publicly opposed the 
presidential candidacy of Roman Kovac in what 
observers said was a calculated move to curb Me- 
ciar’s influence within the party. On Feb. 7 the 
government had ordered the cancellation of a sche- 
duled visit by Knazko to the headquarters of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in 
Brussels. 


WH Last article p. 39281; Czechoslovakia reference article 
p- R104-05. 
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HUNGARY 


Cabinet reshuffle - 
Resignation of Finance 
Minister 


Finance Minister Mihaly Kupa resigned on 
Feb. 11 after refusing the portfolio of Trans- 
port and Telecommunications offered to him 
in a Cabinet reshuffle undertaken by Prime 
Minister Josef Antall, whose Hungarian 
Democratic Forum (MDF) was the main ele- 
ment in the ruling centre-right coalition. Ivan 
Szabo, who like Kupa had no party affiliation, 
hitherto Industry and Commerce Minister, 
was appointed to replace Kupa with effect 
from Feb. 24, and undertook to continue with 
the current economic strategy. The reshuffle 
was seen as an attempt to revive a government 
widely blamed for the negative effects of free 
market policies and the current economic 
crisis. 

Kupa stated in a press interview that the interna- 
tional community would react badly to his dismiss- 
al as Finance Minister the basis for which, he 
claimed, had been “political considerations”. 


Others dismissed were the Environmental Protec- 
tion Minister, Sandor Keresztes (MDF), who also 
stated that he was “annoyed” by his dismissal, three 
further MDF members, namely Balazs Horvath 
(Minister without Portfolio), Bertalan Andrasfalvy 
(Culture and Public Education) and Csaba Siklos 
(Transport and Communications), and Agriculture 
Minister Elemer Gergatz of the Independent Small- 
holders’ Party (FKgP). 


The new appointments, which took effect on Feb. 
22, were Miklos Janos Latorcai (independent), who 
replaced Szabo, Janos Gyurko (MDF)—Environ- 
mental Protection, Gyorgy Schamschula (MDF)— 
Transport and Communications, Ferenc Madl 
(independent)—Culture and Public Education, and 
Janos Szabo (FKgP)—Agriculture. 


Failure of IMF talks 


Two weeks of talks with a visiting Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) delegation ended 
on Feb. 6 without an agreement on lifting the 
suspension of a three-year extended arrang- 
ment for SDR 1,114 million (about US$1,621 
million) agreed in Feburary 1991 but sus- 
pended during 1992 because of Hungary’s 
inability to meet the required criteria. The 
IMF had reportedly found the budget deficits 
forecast—Ft 215,000 million for 1994, Ft 
220,000 million for 1995 and Ft 222,000 mil- 
lion for 1996—unacceptably large 
(US$1.00=Ft 84.8905 as at Feb. 8, 1993). 


Privatizations 


In a bid to maintain the momentum of foreign 
investment and privatization, the government 
announced on Feb. 3 that it was to sell state- 
owned national utilities in 1993, without of- 
fering a precise timetable. Areas affected 
would be telecommunications, the gas and 
electricity sectors and state-owned commer- 
cial banks. The programme depended on the 
government drawing up and securing par- 


liamentary approval for the necessary regula- 
tory frameworks for each sector. 


The government was reported on Feb. 2 to be 
drawing up plans to popularize the privatization 
programme by offering millions of small investors 
concessions, including cheap credits, to buy assets 
in state companies. This was seen an attempt to 
dampen widespread criticism that foreigners and 
state company managers, many of them former 
communists, were securing all the rewards of pri- 
vatization. 

i Last article pp. 39281-82; reference article pp. R111-12. 


POLAND 
Approval of 1993 budget 


The Sejm (lower house of parliament) on Feb. 
12 passed the 1993 budget by 230 votes to 
207, with three abstentions. During the budget 
debate Prime Minister Hanna Suchocka had 
told the Sejm that if it adopted an unrealistic 
budget the government would resign, and 
President Lech Walesa had said on Feb. 11 
that if the government budget was not passed 
he would dissolve parliament and call elec- 
tions. 


Most of the Solidarity deputies in the Sejm voted in 
favour, in defiance of a resolution passed by the 
Solidarity national committee calling for the bud- 
get to be rejected. 


The budget would mean keeping the planned 
deficit down to 81,000,000 million zloty 
(US$1.00=16,427.4 zloty as at Feb. 15, 1993), or 
some 5 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP), 
with year-on-year inflation of 32 per cent. The 
deficit limit had been agreed earlier with the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) [see p. 39200], and 
the passing of the budget created the conditions for 
a standby agreement with the IMF. 


The Senate (upper house of parliament) on Feb. 19 
approved the budget without amendment. Walesa 
on the same day threatened to veto the budget if the 
government did not take into account the com- 
plaints of coal miners and other workers in Silesia, 
who the previous day had held a 24-hour strike to 
protest against a new law introducing separate tax- 
ation of spouses. However, Walesa on Feb. 22 
signed the 1993 budget. 


Formation of committee by 
anti-Walesa campaigners 


Prominent political figures announced on 
Feb. 16 the formation of the Committee for 
the Defence of Democracy, in an attempt to 
focus their anti-Walesa campaign around the 
demand for early presidential elections. The 
committee included Jaroslav Kaczynski, 
chairman of the Centre Alliance, and leading 
members of the government of Jan Olszewski 
between December 1991 and June 1992. 


Kaczynski (who had earlier been one of Walesa’s 
closest supporters) and his allies argued that 
Walesa was creating a dictatorship with the support 
of elements in the former communist regime. They 
also alleged that Walesa and some of his principal 
aides had been agents or informers for the commun- 
ist security service before the change of regime in 
1989. Walesa on Jan. 27 asked for all security 
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service files on himself to be opened for inde- 
pendent evaluation. However, Supreme Court 
Chairman Adam Strzembosz and Interior Minister 
Andrzej Milczanowski refused on legal grounds, 
Strzembosz calling for the Sejm to pass a special 
law to enable Walesa’s case to be examined. 


Signing of abortion law 


Walesa on Feb. 15 signed into law the restric- 
tive abortion bill, which had been passed by 
the Sejm and Senate in January [see p. 39282]. 


It was reported on Feb. 28 that 1,300,000 people 
had signed a petition calling for a referendum on 
the penalization of abortion [see p. 39200]. 


New Culture Minister 


The appointment of Jerzy Goral as Minister 
of Culture and Arts was approved on Feb. 9 


Christian National Union (ZChN), one of the 
government coalition parties, after Walesa 
had turned down the ZChN’s first candidate, 
Zbigniew Klajnert. 


Walesa’s refusal of Klajnert (who thereupon with- 
drew his candidacy) briefly threatened a constitu- 
tional crisis, since under the “small constitution” 
[see p. 39200] the President was not entitled to a 
say in the appointment of ministers other than for 
the defence and foreign and internal affairs portfo- 
lios. Walesa subsequently admitted that he had 
made a “tactical error” in rejecting Klajnert. Go- 
ral’s appointment filled a post vacant since the 
formation of the Suchocka government in July 
1992 [see p. 39017]. 


State enterprise pact 


The state enterprise pact on privatization of 
public companies [see p. 39106] was signed 
on Feb. 22 by the government, seven trade 
unions (including Solidarity and the National 
Trade Union Alliance or OPZZ) and the con- 
federation of Polish Employers. At was re-: 
jected by two other union organizations, 
Solidarity 80 and the Federation of Mining 
Trade Unions.: 


Strike in Lodz region 


A 48-hour strike was held in Lodz Province 
on Feb. 25-27, involving the public transport 
system and 200 enterprises. The protest was 
over the government’s failure to appoint a 
plenipotentiary for the restructuring of the - 
region’s economy, among other grievances. 


New leader of Beer Lovers’ Party 


Janusz Rewinski, chairman of the Polish Beer 
Lovers’ Party (PPPP), which had won 16 seats 
in the Sejm in the October 1991 general elec- 
tion [see p. 38536], was dismissed and ex- 


g& party 
eaciadite the PPPP deputies in the Poli 
Liberal Programme deputies’ group in the,’ 
Sejm, together with the Liberal Democratic 
. Leszek Bubel became the new 
PPPP chairman. 
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Defence co-operation agreement with 
Germany 


Defence Minister Janusz Onyszkiewicz 
signed a bilateral defence co-operation agree- 
ment with the German Defence Minister, Vol- 
ker Riihe, in Bonn on Jan. 25. [For agreement 
with Ukraine see p. 39332.] 


WB Last article p. 39282; reference article pp. R118-19. 


ROMANIA 


Anti-government 
demonstrations 


On Feb. 15 thousands of Romanian workers 
took to the streets of Bucharest to protest 
against rising prices, the dwindling value of 
wages and growing unemployment. The dem- 
onstrations were the first workers’ street pro- 
tests since the government of Nicolae 
Vacaroiu took office in November 1992 [see 
p. 39201]. Many of the demonstrators called 
for the resignation of President Jon Iliescu. 


Formation of organization by former 
Securitate members j 


‘Former officers of the disbanded Securitate, 
the security police of the Ceausescu regime, 
were reported to have formed an organization 
in January to fight for “lost honour”. 


The National League of Honesty, Dignity, Democ- 
tracy and Justice was led by Gheorghe Ivascu. Ac- 
cording to a Hungarian radio report of Feb. 1, the 
. National League would admit not only former Se- 
_curitate members, but also current members of the 
intelligence service and Interior Ministry who had 
been “undeservedly neglected, persecuted and 
compromised because of their past”. 


iliescu’s visit to Brussels 


President Iliescu visited Brussels, the Belgian 
capital, on Feb. 16-17. During his visit, Iliescu 
met with leading Belgian political figures and 
senior officials from the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO) and the Western Euro- 
pean Union (WEU). 


Iliescu told NATO officials that his government 
was determined to enforce the UN embargo against 
former Yugoslavia [see p. 39327], but that Ro- 
mania could not intervene by force to halt Yugoslav 
ships because such an action would cause an envi- 
ronmental catastrophe on the Danube and risk 
widening the Balkan conflict. 


Visit by Turkish and Greek Foreign 
Ministers 
Turkish Foreign Minister Hikmat Cetin visited Ro- 
mania on Feb. 11-12 for talks with his Romanian 
counterpart, Teodor Melescanu, on political and 
economic co-operation. 
Michalis Papaconstantinou, the Foreign Affairs 
Minister of Greece, visited Romania on Feb. 13-14. 
The two sides signed a protocol on political, diplo- 
matic and economic co-operation. 

WB Last article p. 39282; reference article pp. R120-121. 


RUSSIA 


Political manoeuvring 
between Yeltsin and 
Khasbulatov 


President Boris Yeltsin and Supreme Soviet 
Chair Ruslan Khasbulatov remained locked in 
confrontation during February, essentially 
over whether supreme political power in post- 
communist Russia resided with the 
presidency or the legislature. In much of the 
reporting of the issue, Yeltsin and Khasbula- 
tov were represented as leaders of the con- 
tending forces of reform and of 
“conservativism”. 


The month started with the Yeltsin camp campaig- 
ning for the April 11 referendum on “the Main 
Provisions of the New Constitution”. This referen- 
dum, widely regarded as “round two” of the 
President’s struggle for power with the legislature, 
would effectively allow the electorate a choice 
between a presidential or parliamentary system of 
government. 


The decision to hold the referendum had been 
agreed as a compromise to break the deadlock at 
the Seventh Congress of Russian Peoples’ Deputies 
(the supreme legislative body) in December 1992 
[see pp. 39223-24; 39283-84], after Yeltsin’s de- 
feat over the Congress’s refusal to approve his 
choice for Prime Minister, the reformist Yegor 
Gaidar. The eventual compromise [ibid.], of which 
the referendum was a part, was an initiative ident- 
ified with Valery Zorkin, Chair of the Constitu- 
tional Court. The Zorkin compromise, however, 
had failed to specify the wording of the referendum 
and allowed both parliament and President to sub- 
mit alternative lists of questions to the electorate. 


Although Khasbulatov agreed to the compromise, 
he subsequently expressed his opposition to the 
referendum (from which he and his supporters had 
little to gain) and called instead for early parliamen- 
tary and presidential elections in 1994. On Feb. 9 
Yeltsin announced that he would agree to early 
parliamentary and presidential elections, but only 
if they each were brought forward by one year, to 
1994 and 1995 respectively; he claimed that a 
simultaneous poll would endanger national sta- 
bility. On the same day Yeltsin indicated that he 
was fully prepared to abandon the referendum plan. 
He told his opponents: “Let us proclaim 1993 the 
year of a moratorium on all political fist-fighting 
and other major political events. Let us deal with 
the economy. This is the main thing that can ruin 
us.” Yeltsin’s apparent retreat came after Zorkin 
had told a meeting of leaders of Russia’s autono- 
mous republics on Feb. 9 that he opposed the 
referendum. A majority of the republican leaders 
expressed a similar view, claiming that the process 
might produce an “uncontrollable power struggle” 
and would divert attention from pressing economic 
tasks. 


Yeltsin-Khasbulatovy agreement on 
emergency Congress session preceded 
by joint commission 

Yeltsin and Khasbulatov held a round of talks 
in Moscow on Feb. 11. The two failed to reach 
any fresh agreement, and following the meet- 
ing Yeltsin suggested that he would press on 
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with preparations for a referendum. Yeltsin 
left Moscow unexpectedly on Feb. 15, retreat- 
ing to his country dacha for what was de- 
scribed as a 12-day holiday, but returned to 
Moscow, briefly, on Feb. 16 for a second 
round of face-to-face talks with Khasbulatov. 


This short meeting was acclaimed as a 
possible breakthrough when the two agreed to 
call an emergency session of the Congress of 
People’s Deputies in early March, to ratify 
constitutional provisions fixing a clear divi- 
sion of power between the legislature and the 
presidency. They agreed also to forma special 
commission (composed of experts from both 
camps) to draw up a “constitutional agree- 
ment” to be placed before the Congress. 


The joint commission, headed by Vladimir Shu- 
meiko, First Deputy Premier, and Nikolai Ryabov, 
Deputy Chair of the Supreme Soviet, was in- 
structed to produce an agreement “within 10 days”. 
A statement from Yeltsin’s office stressed that until 
Congress ratified the putative agreement, prepara- 
tions for the referendum would continue. 


Abandonment of attempt to frame 
agreement prior to congress session 


In a televised address to the country on Feb. 
18 Yeltsin summarized his plan for constitu- 
tional reform, proposing a division of powers 
which would effectively confine parliament 
to examining and passing legislation while 
providing the executive with the freedom to 
take executive decisions. He also proposed 
that the Constitutional Court should police a 
power-sharing agreement between the Presi- 
dent and parliament until a special assembly 
(as opposed to the Congress) convened to 
draft the constitutional changes. 


Khasbulatov denounced Yeltsin’s plan on 
Feb. 19, prompting a blistering personal 
counter-attack from Yeltsin’s spokesman, 
Vyacheslav Kostikov, who called for Khasbu- 
latov’s dismissal. 


On Feb. 25 Khasbulatov formally abandoned at- 
tempts to forge a “constitutional agreement” with 
Yeltsin ahead of the March meeting of Congress. 


Yeltsin sought to maintain pressure on his par- 
liamentary opponents by pushing ahead with prep- 
arations for an April referendum. In a speech to the 
centrist Civic Union on Feb. 28, he appeared to 
abandon all hope of reaching a compromise with 
the legislature. Parliament, he said, had seized 
powers from him to the extent that it now ran a 
“parallel government”. 


Anti-government demonstration to 
mark former Soviet Armed Forces Day 


Ultra-nationalists and hard-line communists 
transformed the first Russian “Defender of the 
Fatherland Day” on Feb. 23 (formerly Soviet 
Armed Forces Day) into a series of anti-gov- 
ernment demonstration. The main march 
through central Moscow was headed by five 
of the leading plotters from the 1991 at- 
tempted coup. 


They were accompanied by as many as 40,000 
other marchers, many carrying hammer-and-sickle 
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flags and chanting “Soviet Union, Soviet Union”. 
At rallies held along the way a number of speakers 
reportedly called for the violent overthrow of the 
government. There were calls for the creation of a 
national salvation government; among those pro- 
posed as its leaders were Gen. Albert Makashov 
and Gen. Vladislav Achalov. 


In a speech broadcast to mark “Defender of the 
Fatherland Day”, Defence Minister Marshal Pavel 
Grachev insisted that the armed forces’ high com- 
mand would not allow the military to be used for 
political purposes. On Feb. 22 Yeltsin (cited in the 
army newspaper Krasnaya Zvezda) had warned the 
Russian armed forces against being dragged into 
politics by “foul and irresponsible” groups. 


Constitutional Court ruling against 
prohibition of NSF 


The Constitutional Court on Feb. 12 ruled that 
Yeltsin had acted unconstitutionally by is- 
suing a decree in October 1992 banning the 
National Salvation Front [see p. 39154]. The 
Court, however, upheld that portion of the 
presidential decree which permitted the gov- 
ernment to outlaw groups advocating the 
overthrow of the constitutional system, or 
kindling ethnic and social strife. 


The Front, which represented some 45 neo-com- 
munist and Russian nationalist groups, had ignored 
the ban and had continued to organize across the 
country. 


Economic affairs 


Hyper-inflation warning by IMF 


In an interview with Izvestiya on Feb. 3, 
Michel Camdessus, the Managing Director of 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
warned the Russian government to stop 
hyper-inflation “at any price” [see p. 39283 
for recent inflation details]. Camdessus said 
that talks on an IMF standby programme 
worth some US$3,000 million could start only 
when the government confirmed its intention 
to act decisively on macroeconomic stabiliza- 
tion and structural reform. 


Potential problems over bankruptcy 
legislation 


Doubt was cast in early February on the gov- 
ernment’s ability to implement long-awaited 
bankruptcy legislation, scheduled to go into 
effect on March 1. 


Alexei Manannikov, a member of parliament’s 
economic reform committee, warned on Feb. 2 that 
a shortage in qualified staff and gaps in related 
regulations would seriously hinder implementation 
of the law. He also warned that spiralling inflation 
would discourage creditors from retrieving money 
owed to them unless the debts were denominated 
in hard currency. 


Increase in energy prices - 
Privatization progress 


The government more than doubled gas prices 
for industrial and household consumers on 
Feb. 1 in an effort to bring energy prices closer 
to world levels. Prices for airline tickets, tele- 
phone charges and some imported goods were 
also increased on the same day. 


The government increased the pace of its privatiz- 
ation programme on Feb. 8 when shares in the 
famous GUM department store in Moscow and 
factories in the industrial city of Volgograd were 
offered for sale [see p. 39283 for launch of “stage 
two” of the government’s privatization programme 
in January]. 


Wl Last article p. 39283-84; reference article pp. R121-22. 


UKRAINE 
Energy issues 


A continuing dispute over fuel supplies [see 
p. 39284] overshadowed relations between 
Russia and Ukraine during February. 


On Feb. 17 Russian Prime Minister Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin announced that supplies of oil to Ukraine 
during 1993 would be cut to 15,000,000 tonnes, and 
that payment would have to be at world prices. On 
Feb. 20 the Russian State Gas Corporation threat- 
ened to suspend supplies of gas unless Ukraine paid 
a debt of 165,000 million roubles for gas delivered 
since the beginning of the year. 


On Feb. 11 Iran agreed to deliver 4,000,000 tonnes 
of oil annually to Ukraine, in return for wheat and 
sugar or hard currency. 


Privatization process 


The first stage in the process of privatization 
began in Lvov on Feb. 20 with the auction of 
17 restaurants and small businesses. 


Deputy head of the State Property Fund Vadim 
Vasyliev said that he hoped that similar sales would 
take place in all of the country’s regional capitals 
by the end of March. 


Disturbances in Donbass 


On Feb. 26 a 24-hour warning strike was held 
in mines in the Donbass on the initiative of the 
Independent Miners’ Union. 


According to the union’s deputy chairman, workers 
in 162 mines participated in the strike, with 32 
mines completely incapacitated. The union had 
threatened to call a continuous strike after three 
weeks if demands for higher wages and greater 
independence for mines were not met, but talks 
between the strikers and government repre- 
sentatives resulted in agreement on wage increases. 


New armed forces chief 


On Feb. 2, Col.-Gen. Anatoly ta was 
appointed new acting Chief of General Staff 
of the Ukrainian Armed Forces. 


Kravchuk’s visit to UK - Talks with 
Germany 


Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk arrived 
in the United Kingdom on Feb. 9 for a three- 
day visit during which he met Prime Minister 
John Major and also had talks with Jacques 
Attali, president of the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development. 


Ukraine’s failure to ratify the START I disarma- 
ment treaty [see pp. 39297; 39345] was the main 
topic at the meeting with Major, who made it clear 
that Ukraine’s acceptance by the international com- 
munity was dependent on its willingness to ratify 
this treaty, and that the UK would only give the 
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security guarantees sought by Ukraine once the 
latter had signed the 1968 Nuclear Non-Prolifera- 
tion Treaty (NPT) 


On Feb. 15, Ukrainian Foreign Minister Anat- 
olii Zlenko held talks with his German 
counterpart Klaus Kinkel. The question of 
German assistance in the dismantling of Uk- 


rainian nuclear weapons was among the mat- 


ters discussed. 


Defence co-operation agreement with 
Poland 


The Defence Minister, Col.-Gen. Konstantin 
Morozov, and his Polish counterpart, Janusz 
Onyszkiewicz, signed a bilateral defence co- 
operation agreement in Kiev on Feb. 3. 


BB Last article, pp. 39284-5; reference article pp. 126-27. 


ARMENIA 


New government 


President Levon Ter-Petrossian signed a de- 
cree on Feb. 2 dismissing Prime Minister 
Khosrov Haroutunian for an alleged “ gross 
violation of etiquette” in criticizing the gov- 
ernment’s draft budget and economic plan for 
1993. 


The remainder of the Cabinet was dismissed at the 
same time but remained in office in a caretaker 
capacity under acting Prime Minister Hrand Bagra- 
tian, who was confirmed in office on Feb. 12. A 
new Cabinet was appointed on Feb. 16, with oppo- 
sition parties resisting attempts by Ter-Petrossian 
to persuade them to participate. 


Bagratian, 34, had been First Deputy Premier under 
Haroutunian; he was an advocate of radical reform 
and of a swift transition to a market economy. The 
new government’s top priorities, he said, were to 
get all necessary supplies through to regions bor- 
dering neighbouring Azerbaijan, and to the dis- 


puted region of Nagorny Karabakh; to solve the — 


current food and energy crisis; to support and ex- 
tend loans to large enterprises; to improve the trans- 
portation system; and to regulate the fiscal and 
banking system. 


Bagratian stated that a US$13,000,000 load had 
been agreed with the World Bank on Feb. 15. Talks 
were concluded on Feb. 19 with the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) for 
a loan of US$59,400,000, with four years’ grace, 
for the development of the country’s energy indus- 
try. On Feb. 22 it was reported that gas supplies 
were fully restored after the most recent repairs to 
a pipeline which had also been breached on Feb. 11 
in neighbouring Georgia [see p. 39285]. 


Opposition demonstration 


A large anti-government rally took place in 


the capital, Yerevan, on Feb. 5. 


The rally was organized by the National Self- 
Determination Association (NSD) opposition par- 
ties, and supported by 120 out of deputies; police 
estimated that 100,000 people took part, whereas 
the opposition claimed 300,000. Demonstrators’ 


grievances included the energy crisis, unheated _ 
homes and power cuts, food shortages, increased 


prices on basic items and growing industrial chaos. 
They demanded the resignation of Ter-Petrossian 
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New Armenian government 


+Hrand Bagratian Prime Minister 
+Vigen Chitechian Deputy Prime Minister 
*Vazgen Manoukian Defence 
+Gagik Shahbazian State Minister 
-| (Agriculture and Food) 
+Sepouh Tashchian State Minister (Industry 
and Energy) 
Vahan Papazian Foreign Affairs 
*Vanik Siradeghian Interior 
Davit Zadoyan Food and State 
Procurements 
*Henrik Kochinian Transport 
*Hagop Hagopian Culture 
*Tigran Grigorian Trade 
*Vardgez Gnouni Higher Education and 
Science 
*Gagik Martirossian Construction 
*Karine Danielian Nature and 
Environmental Protection 
*Ashot Safarian Industry _ 
*Grigor Poghpatian Communication 
Ashot Voskanian Agriculture 
*Ashot Yessaian, Labour and Social 
Security 


*Vahe Stepanian Justice 
Roudolf Teimoursian Light Industry 
Haik Ghazarian Lower Education 
*Vahan Melkonian Material Resources 
Levon Barkhodarian Finance 


Ashot Yeghiazarian Economy 

Melts Hakopian Energy and Fuel 

Ara Babloyan Health 

Edward Simonians National Security 

Stephan Badalian Head of State 
Emergency Situations’ Committee 

Lazr Sarkissian Head of State Geological 
Committee 

Leonard Petrossian Head of State Special 
Programmes’ Committee 

Romeo Julkhakian Head of State Planning 
and Construction Committee 

Levon Davitian Head of State Statistics and 
Information Analysis Committee 

Vladimir Movsessian Head of State 
Committee for Refugees 

Souren Sahakian Head of State Taxation 
Committee 

*No change. 
+Altered responsibilities. 


and the Armenian Supreme Soviet, and the conven- 
ing of a Constitutional Assembly to oversee early 
elections and the adoption a new constitution. 


Further demonstrations were convened by the NSD 
on Feb. 12 and 18 in Yerevan. 


IB Last article p. 39285; for 1992 overview see reference 
article. 

AZERBAIJAN 
Shevardnadze visit 


Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze ar- 
__ rived in the Azeri capital, Baku, on Feb. 3 for 


a one-to-one meeting with President Abulfaz 
Elchibey. Detailed discussions were held on a 
prospective “treaty of friendship, good neigh- 
bourliness and mutual security” and both 
signed a bilateral treaty which envisaged an 
expansion in trade and economic relations, in 
improved overland and other communication- 
s, in public heath and tourism programmes 
and in cultural and scientific exchanges. Both 
leaders expressed the hope that the treaty 
would improve the political climate in the 
Transcaucasus and would act as a stepping 
stone to a summit between Azerbaijan, Geor- 
gia and Armenia. 


New Defence Minister and acting 
Prime Minister 

Gen. Dadach Rzaev, described as a “profes- 
sional” soldier, was appointed as the new 
Minister of Defence on Feb. 21 replacing 
Rakhim Gaziyev, who was blamed for the 
recent seizure by Armenian forces of parts of 
Nagorny Karabakh [see below] and for failing 
to keep frontline forces properly armed and 
provisioned. 

This was the second major Cabinet change within 
a month, following the appointment of Ali Masi- 
mov, 40, Chair of the State Committee for Econ- 
omics and Planning, as acting Prime Minister in 
place of Rakhim Guseinov who resigned on Jan. 26 
[see p. 39286]. 


New Nagorny Karabakh 
offensive 


It was reported on Feb. 9 that Armenian forces 
had launched a new offensive three days pre- 
viously in Nagorny Karabakh, claiming to 
have recaptured from Azeri control such 
strategic villages as Vaguaz and Bashgune- 
paya. By Feb. 17, Armenia claimed to have 
recaptured a total of 12 villages and by Feb. 
24 to have gained full control of the Sarsang 
reservoir. 


B Last article pp. 39285-86; reference article p. R100. 


BYELARUS 
Lifting of ban on Communist 


Party 


The Supreme Soviet on Feb. 3 lifted the bans 
imposed in August 1991 on the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) and on the 
Communist Party of Byelarus [see p. 38373], 
but the property of both parties remained 
under state control. 


Economy 


A resolution adopted by the government on 
Feb. 11 strengthened controls on prices, fol- 
lowing the announcement on Jan. 22 of the 
reintroduction of vouchers for all essential 
foodstuffs from February. 


The 1993 budget, approved by the Cabinet on Jan. 
18, projected expenditure totalling 1,310,000 mil- 
lion roubles, with revenues of 1,120,000 roubles 
(US$1.00=0.566 roubles at the official rate, 
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442.143 roubles at the market rate, as at Jan. 18, 
1993). Of state funds 60 per cent were designated 
to cushion the impact of inflation and support the 
agro-industrial sector. Prices were expected to soar, 
and production to decline by between 8 and 10 per 
cent in several sectors. 


In a move further delaying the government’s pri- 
vatization programme [see pp. 39203-04], the Su- 
preme Soviet on Jan. 28 rejected plans to distribute 
privatization vouchers entitling citizens to a stake 
in currently state-owned enterprises. 


New currency regulations restricting the ex- 
port of Byelarussian roubles to three times the 
minimum wage came into force on Feb. 1. 


Wi Last article pp. 39203-04; reference article p. R103. 


MOLDOVA 


Moldovan-Russian talks 


President Mircea Snegur held talks with his 
Russian counterpart Boris Yeltsin in Moscow 
on Feb. 9. The two leaders failed to make any 
significant progress regarding the withdrawal 
of Russia’s 14th Army from the separatist 
Dnestr area. Previous expectations that Russia 
would agree to start the withdrawal by 1994 
were dampened by Yeltsin’s reluctance to 
discuss a timetable and his insistence on link- 
ing any future withdrawal to the political 
status of Dnestr. 


The two sides signed six agreements on trade and 
economic relations. 


New parliamentary chair 


Pyotr Luchinsky was elected chair of the Mol- 
dovan parliament on Feb. 4. Luchinsky re- 
placed Aleksandru Mosanu, who had resigned 
in late January in protest at Snegur’s call for 
a referendum on reunification with Romania 
[see p. 39286]. 


Luchinsky, who had served as first secretary of the 
Moldovan Communist Party in 1989-91, had the 
reputation of a liberal reformer. In his inaugural 
address to parliament he said that he would work 
towards settling the Dnestr conflict politically and 
would pursue balanced relations with Romania and 
Russia. 


IMF credit 


The IMF announced on Feb. 3 that it had 
approved a drawing by Moldova equivalent to 
SDR 13,500,000 (about US$19,000,000) 
under the compensatory and contingency fin- 
ancing facility. Moldova’s request for com- 
pensatory financing was prompted by a major 
failure of the country’s cereal crop during 
1992. 


The credit was the first use of IMF resources by 
Moldova, which became a member in August 1992. 
Moldova’s quota in the IMF amounted to SDR 
90,000,000 (about US$125,000,000). 


Last article p. 39286; reference article pp. R117. 
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GEORGIA 
Strained relations with Russia 


Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze 
sharply criticized an unannounced visit on 
Feb. 27 by Russian Defence Minister Marshal 
Pavel Grachev to inspect Russian troops sta- 
tioned in the autonomous Georgian republic 
of Abkhazia [for fighting in January see p. 
39286]. 


Shevardnadze claimed that Grachev’s visit was a 
diplomatic impropriety which reflected Russia’s 
“ultimatum-oriented approach” to the protection of 
its strategic interests in the North Caucasus and the 
Black Sea region in general. However, he reiterated 
his commitment to further dialogue with Russia. 


The Georgian parliament passed a resolution on 
Feb. 24 attributing full responsibility to the Russian 
government for “aggressive action” against Geor- 
gian forces by Russian troops stationed in Abkha- 
zia, and Shevardnadze threatened a total 
mobilization if Russian troops were not withdrawn. 
This followed the killing of one civilian and the 
wounding of eight others in the bombing of Suk- 
humi, the Georgian-controlled Abkhazian capital, 
on Feb. 20, which the Georgian authorities claimed 
was carried out by a Russian aircraft. Russia denied 
the charge and countered by claiming that Georgian 
artillery was firing on its positions. 


This incident overshadowed the Georgian govern- 
ment’s meeting on Feb. 18 in Tbilisi (the Georgian 
capital) with Romazan Abdulatipov, First Deputy 
Chairman of the Russian Supreme Soviet and 
Chairman of the Soviet of Nationalities, and Sergei 
Shakhrai, a Russian Deputy Premier and Chair of 
the State Committee on Nationalities Policy. The 
two sides reportedly agreed that many issues and 


problems in the Caucasus were interrelated and 


could not be tackled separately by either country. 
In return for assistance in addressing the problems 
in Abkhazia, Russia expected Georgian co-oper- 
ation in solving inter-ethnic problems involving 
North and South Ossetia and the Ingushetia region. 
According to Shakhrai, bilateral relations would 
not be normalized until the conflict in Abkhazia 
was settled. 


I Last article p. 39286; reference article pp. R108-09. 


LITHUANIA 
Presidential elections 


Algirdas Brazauskas was sworn in as Presi- 
dent on Feb. 25 after his victory in direct 
presidential elections on Feb. 14. 


Brazauskas had been chosen by parliament as ac- 
ting President in November 1992 [see p. 39205] 
following the general election victory of his Demo- 
cratic Labour Party of Lithuania (DLP), the former 
Lithuanian Communist Party, which had unexpec- 
tedly defeated the nationalist Sajudis (Lithuanian 
Reform Movement—spearhead of the campaign 
for independence in 1991). 


His only opponent in the presidential poll was 
Stasys Lozoraitis, the Lithuanian ambassador 
to the USA. Five other candidates had been 
nominated but had withdrawn from the race 
(including, on Jan. 3, the Sajudis leader Vy- 


Lithuanian presidential election 
results 


Candidate Votes Percentage 


of votes 

1,210,517 60.1 
767,345 38.3 
33,933 1.6 


2,011,795 100.0 


Algirdas Brazauskas 
Stasys Lozoraitis 
Spoiled papers 


Total 


tautas Landsbergis) before the deadline for the 
registration of candidates on Jan. 20. Al- 
though he was standing as an independent 
candidate, Lozoraitis’s candidacy was en- 
dorsed by all the main opposition parties, 
which had also supported Lozoraitis’s pro- 
posed “political concord”, calling for a broad 
coalition government in which he would be 
President and Brazauskas Prime Minister—a 
proposal rejected by Brazauskas on Feb. 10. 


Brazauskas was particularly popular in rural areas 
where peasants had been critical of the abrupt de- 
collectivization instituted by the Landsbergis gov- 
ernment, the effects of which had been 
compounded by legislation to return land to those 
who owned it before the Soviet takeover in 1940 or 
to their descendants. Brazauskas promised to slow 
down the pace of economic reform, a policy already 
pursued by his interim administration [see p. 
39243]. He also committed himself to renewing ties 
with Russia to obtain cheaper energy supplies, and 
to re-establishing trading links with the republics 
in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). 
His success was also attributed to the fact that he 
was a well-known figure, whereas his challenger 
had spent all his adult life abroad. 


i Last article p. 39243; reference article p. R115. 


BALTIC STATES 


Progress of Russian troop 
withdrawal 


The withdrawal of Russian troops, suspended 
in October 1992 [see p. 39157], was resumed 
in January, but by mid-February the process 
was again engulfed in controversy. 


The resumption of the withdrawal followed a meet- 
ing of officials from Russia and Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania as well as representatives from Norway 
and Denmark on Jan. 5 and a subsequent series of 
bilateral meetings between Russia and the individ- 
ual Baltic states. On Jan. 27 Col.-Gen. Leonid 
Mayorov, commander of the North-west Group of 
Russian Forces stationed in the three republics, said 
that more than 40 per cent of his troops had been 
withdrawn to Russia. 


Estonian opposition claim of 
additional Russian troop deployment 


“On Feb. 8 Edgar Savisaar, former Prime Minister 


of Estonia and now a member of the opposition 
Riigikogu Centre faction [see p. 38733], claimed in 
parliament that 300 additional Russian troops had 
been deployed in Estonia apparently in order to 
facilitate the withdrawal. 

The allegations were vehemently denied by Prime 


Minister Mart Laar who said that all requests for 
Russian troop reinforcements had been turned 
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down. In a statement issued on Feb. 12 Laar gave 
assurances that the government would “implement 
all measures to make it impossible for foreign 
soldiers to gain illegal entry to Estonia”. He ac- 
cused Savisaar of “mischief-making” and attempt- 
ing to use the issue to bolster his “insecure 
position”. 

Estonian report of Russian economic 
sanctions over rights of Russian 
minorities 


Estonian radio reported on Feb. 5 that the 
Moscow city government had decided to im- 
pose economic sanctions on Estonia and Lat- 
via in response to alleged human rights 
violations against Russian minorities resident 
in the two countries. The same source reported 
on Feb. 15 that the Russian government had 
increased customs tariffs for the three Baltic 
states by 50 per cent with immediate effect. 


Wl Last article p. 39157. 


SWEDEN 


Russian admission of 
submarine activity 


The first public admission by Russia of viol- 
ations of Swedish territorial waters by sub- 
marines, said to be part of the former Soviet 
Baltic fleet, marked the visit to Moscow of 
Prime Minister Carl Bildt on Feb. 4-7. At a 
joint press conference after talks with Bildt on 
Feb. 4, Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
promised that “Russian submarines would . 
never enter Swedish territorial waters”. His 
statement, regarded as a major concession to 
Sweden, was expected to end the 12-year 
controversy during which Russia had dis- 
missed Swedish allegations as “the periscope 
syndrome”. 


Wl Last article p. 39287; reference article pp. R124-25. 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Announcement of income 
tax payment by Queen 


Prime Minister John Major announced in a 
statement to the House of Commons on Feb. 
11 that the Queen was to pay personal income 
tax and capital gains tax “according to the 
normal tax rules” for the first time under a 
voluntary agreement. The Queen would also 
be subject to inheritance tax, although gifts 
and bequests to her immediate heir would be 
exempt. The number of family members on 
the civil list (funded by the taxpayer) was 
reduced to the Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh 
and the Queen Mother. 


The Prince of Wales’s income from the 

of Cornwall (on which he currently paid a 25. 
per cent voluntary contribution) would bé! 
taxed, with allowances against expenses, and 
he would pay rent for his home, Hi 

to the Duchy, but would claim tax relief on it. 
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Final acquittal in Guinness case 


Thomas Ward, the US lawyer who advised 


Guinness plc on its 1986 takeover of Distillers 

ple [see p. 35727-28], was acquitted by a jury 

on Feb. 15 of the theft of £5,200,000 from 

Guinness during the takeover battle, which he 

said was given as a success fee; two other 

aa against him had been dropped on 
eb. 1 


Proposed closure of London hospitals 


In response to a report published in October 
1992 by Sir Bernard Tomlinson on the reor- 
ganization of health care in London, which 
recommended sweeping changes including 
the closure or merger of 15 hospitals, Health 
Secretary Virginia Bottomley on Feb. 16 an- 
nounced restructuring proposals, pledging 
£170,000,000 over the next six years for the 
transfer of resources from hospitals to general 
practitioner and community services. The loss 
of 2,000 to 2,500 hospital beds, equivalent to 
15-20 per cent of total capacity, was envis- 
aged over the next five years. 


A decision on whether St Bartholemew’s, the 
United Kingdom’s oldest teaching hospital, would 
be closed, merged with The Royal London Hospital 
or reduced to a small specialist hospital, was 
deferred until the autumn. It was proposed that St 
Thomas’s and Guy’s would merge as a single NHS 
trust, while the proposed merger of University Col- 
lege Hospital and The Middlesex went for consult- 
ation. Charing Cross and several other hospitals 
remained under threat of closure. Final decisions 
would be taken on the basis of the results of six 

_ separate reviews of London’s specialist health ser- 
vices expected by the end of May. 


Law Lords’ ruling to allow death of 
Hillsborough disaster victim 


Five Law Lords on Feb. 4 ruled unanimously 
that doctors could lawfully discontinue the 
medical procedures necessary to sustain the 
life of Tony Bland, 21, who had remained in 
a persistent vegetative state (PVS) since he 
was crushed in the Hillsborough football sta- 
dium disaster in April 1989 [see p. 36597]. 
Artificial feeding was subsequently with- 
drawn and he died peacefully in hospital on 
March 4. 


Government statements on juvenile 
crime following child’s murder 


In response to public outrage over the abduc- 
tion and murder on Feb. 12 of two-year-old 
James Bulger in Merseyside in February, with 
which two 10-year-old boys were charged on 
Feb. 20, Major on Feb. 21 called for a public 
“crusade against crime” and urged society to 
“condemn a little more and understand a little 
less”. 

Home Secretary Kenneth Clarke, who on Feb. 21 
spoke of a “loss of purpose and a loss of values” 
among young people, announced on Feb. 22 that 
five secure units were to be built privately to detain 
persistent juvenile offenders under the age of 15. 


Wl Last articles pp. 39245-46; 39290; reference article pp. 


~. RI127-28. 


IRELAND 
1993 budget 


On Feb. 24 Finance Minister Bertie Ahern 
announced a 1993 budget with a net deficit of 
Ir£760,000,000, representing 2.9 per cent of 
gross domestic product (GDP). He described 
job creation as “the overriding national 
priority”, unemployment having exceeded 
300,000 (16.8 per cent of the working popu- 
lation) for the first time in January. 


A “temporary” 1 per cent income tax levy on in- 
comes above Ir£9,000 a year was imposed, the 
middle band of value added tax (VAT) was 
abolished, leaving two rates of 12.5 and 21 per cent, 
and excise duty was increased on cigarettes and 
cider. Social welfare benefits were to rise by 3 
percentage points in line with inflation, and, in 
keeping with a Labour election pledge, basic child 
benefit went up by 27 per cent to Ir£20 per month. 
Government finances had been strained in recent 
months over the European currency crisis [see pp. 
39080-81; 39159; 39206] which had resulted in a 
devaluation of the Irish punt in January [see p. 
39290]. 


Wl Last article pp. 39287-88; reference article p. R113. 


NETHERLANDS 


DAF rescue package 


On Feb. 21 the national government of the 
Netherlands and the regional government of 
Flanders in Belgium agreed a partial rescue 
package for vehicle manufacturer DAF NV, 
which had gone into receivership on Feb. 2. 


The company, which employed a total of 12,650 
people in the Netherlands, Belgium and the United 
Kingdom, had run up debts exceeding Fl 800 mil- 
lion (US$1.00=FI 1.8421 as at Feb. 1, 1993). Debt 
rescheduling talks had failed when three UK banks 
withdrew from a rescue package worth FI 1,800 
million. 

Under the rescue agreement the two governments, 
banks and other investors would provide Fl 467 
million in equity for a new company, DAF Trucks 
NV. The Netherlands and Flanders governments 
would together have a controlling share, with hold- 
ings of Fl 195 million and F175 million respec- 
tively. DAF Trucks NV would concentrate on 
production of medium-to-heavy trucks. 


The rescue package would mean employment 
for 3,500 people in the Netherlands and Bel- 
gium (roughly half the number previously 
employed there by DAF NV), but there was 
no comparable government-backed rescue 
package at Leyland DAF in the UK, which 
had been taken over by DAF in 1987, and 
1,635 of the 5,500 Leyland DAF workers 
were made redundant on Feb. 12. A manage- 
ment buy-out was planned at a plant in Lan- 
cashire. 

Legislation on euthanasia 


On Feb. 9 the Tweede Kamer (second or lower 
chamber of parliament) approved legislation 
whereby euthanasia remained illegal, but 
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could nevertheless be administered by a doc- 
tor without prosecution if a 28-point proce- 
dure was observed. The bill was passed by 91 
votes to 45 and was sent to the Eerste Kamer 
(first chamber). The protracted and heated 
debate drew international attention, with the 
Vatican newspaper Osservatore Romano on 
Feb. 21 raising the spectre of euthanasia be- 
coming “a cruel method . . . of racial selec- 
tion”. 

Under specific circumstances, euthanasia was al- 
ready being administered in the Netherlands on the 
basis of case law dating from 1973. The new law 
would make it punishable by a maximum 12-year 
prison sentence, but would provide that doctors 
would not be prosecuted for assisting in a suicide 
or killing a terminally ill patient if they followed 
detailed procedures to verify that a patient was 
terminally ill, was in unbearable pain, and had 
repeatedly asked-to die [see also pp. 38872-73]. 


Legislation against discritnination 


On Feb. 16 the Tweede Kamer approved legis- 
lation banning discrimination on grounds of 
race, nationality, gender, sexual orientation, 
political preference, religious or non-relig- 
ious conviction. Although the Constitution 
already forbade discrimination, this was the 
first legislation to specify different forms of 
discrimination. The bill also established a 
legal procedure whereby individuals could 
seek redress against discrimination. 


i Last article p. 39288; reference article p. R118. 


GERMANY 
Defence expenditure freeze 


On Feb. 3 Defence Minister Volker Riihe 
announced the suspension of all major wea-. 
pons expenditure, in order to save DM 
860,000,000 in the current year and DM 
700,000,000 in each of the next three years, as 
part of moves to fund increased spending re- 
quired in eastern Germany. [For January 1993 
proposed “solidarity pact” to finance the costs 
of unification see p. 39288.] 


Further expenditure on arms programmes or on 
infrastructure in the army would require Riihe’s 
special authorization. He also cancelled orders for 
the US-designed Lapas high-altitude reconnaiss- 
ance plane. (This move was seen as linked to alle- 
gations that a Bavarian company subcontracted to 
build the plane had offered free holidays to defence 
ministry officials, to a former air force Chief of 
Staff and to the Bavarian Minister President, Max 
Streibl.) 


There were also reports that the size of the 
armed forces might be cut by the end of 1994 
to fewer than 370,000 (the level agreed in 
Article 3 of the 1990 “two-plus-four” treaty 
signed just prior to unification—see p. 37834) 
and that the length of military service might 
be reduced. On Feb. 8 Federal Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl sought to reassure Manfred 
Wormer, the (German) NATO Secretary- 
General, and others who had expressed con- 
cem at such a move, by saying that “all 
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decisions to be met in connection with this 
will of course be discussed with and done in 
agreement with NATO”. 


Public-sector pay settlement 


On Feb. 4 (within a few hours of the Bundes- 
bank’s reduction in interest rates—see p. 
39339) the two largest public-sector unions, 
which together represented 2,300,000 em- 
ployees, accepted a pay rise of 3 per cent for 
the calendar year 1993. Although this meant 
taking a pay cut in real terms, since the infla- 
tion rate in 1992 had been 4.5 per cent, there 
was no industrial action [for 1992 industrial 
action, and eventual agreement on a 5.4 per 
cent rise see pp. 38872; 38928-29]. 


According to figures released in early February 
unemployment rose in January 1993 to 3,451,000 
for the whole of Germany. In western Germany it 
stood at 7.4 per cent and in eastern Germany at 14.7 
per cent. 


New PDS leader 


On Jan. 30 Lothar Bisky, 51, was elected 
president of the Party of Democratic Social- 
ism (PDS—the successor to the former ruling 
East German Socialist Unity Party of Ger- 
many—SED). He replaced Gregor Gysi who 
had announced his intention to step down. 


Dismissal of Mecklenburg minister 


Lothar Kupfer was on Feb. 11 dismissed as 
Interior Minister of Mecklenburg-Western 
Pomerania after months of criticism of his 
handling of the anti-foreigner riots which 
broke out in Rostock in August 1992 [see p. 
39065]. He had expressed “a certain under- 
standing” for the rioters at the time. He was 
replaced by Rudi Geil, who, unlike Kupfer, 
came from the west and had been Interior 
Minister in the Rhineland-Palatinate. 


Continuing racist attacks 


Arson attacks on asylum seekers’ hostels, on 
Turkish homes and on other targets throug- 
hout Germany continued during February [for 
January attacks see p. 39288]. There were 
reports that handicapped people had also been 
the target of attacks. 


On Feb. 19 a group of about 40 skinheads attacked 
a 22-year-old man in Hoyerswerda, eastern Ger- 
many, beating him up before overturning a minibus 
onto him; police announced on March 1 thathe had 
died of his injuries. On Feb. 23 a young German 
was stabbed to death by two young foreigners 
(believed to be from Albania or the former Yugos- 
lavia) in fighting which broke out after carnival 
celebrations in Aschaffenburg, western Germany. 


Kohl's visit to Japan 


Kohl visited Japan, for the first time since 
1983, on Feb. 26-March 1, on the penultimate 
stop of a two-week tour on which he had 
already visited India, Singapore and Indone- 
sia; he went on from Japan to South Korea [see 
also pp. 39323; 39325]. 


Kohl and Japanese Prime Minister Kiichi 
Miyazawa agreed on the need for the July summit 
meeting of the Group of Seven (G-7) in Tokyo to 


give a strong stimulus to global economic growth. 
Kohl reportedly described as “a structural prob- 
lem”, but did not place great emphasis on, Japan’s 
trade surplus with Germany, which reached nearly 
US$9,600 million in 1992. He did, however, urge 
that Japan should “more than hitherto share in the 
joint Western responsibility” to support democrat- 
ization and economic reform in Russia and eastern 
Europe. [For Japanese territorial dispute with Rus- 
sia over Kurile islands see p. 39097.] 


Wi Last article p. 39288; reference article pp. R109-10. 


AUSTRIA 


FPO initiative against 
foreigners 


An initiative against foreigners launched by 
the right-wing Freedom Party of Austria 
(FPO) in November [see p. 39209] had gained 
417,000 supporting signatures (representing 
7.4 per cent of electorate) by the deadline of 
end-January 1993. 


Support for the petition was well below the fore- 
casts of Jérg Haider, the FPO chair, and a spokes- 
person for the Austrian People’s Party (OVP) 
remarked that “in one fell swoop he [Haider] has 
lost his air of invincibility”. Haider had predicted 
780,000 signatures, equalling the number of FPO 
votes in the 1990 general election. 


Only 100,000 signatures were required, however, 
to force a parliamentary debate on holding a ref- 
erendum on the issue. The initiative would first go 
through a committee stage; no debate was expected 
before October. 


Formation of Liberal Forum by FPO 
faction 


On Feb. 4 five FPO deputies, including party 
deputy chair Heide Schmidt who had been the 
FPO candidate for the presidency in the May 
1992 presidential elections [see p. 38929], 
announced that they were leaving the party 
and would set up a Liberal Forum (Liberales 
Forum). 


The Liberal Forum would form a separate faction 
in the Nationalrat (lower house of parliament), thus 
reducing the FPO’s strength to 28. Schmidt said 
that in recent years, under Haider’s populist and 
opportunistic leadership, the FPO had “moved 
away from the principles for which it stands on 
several vital issues”, notably in reversing its former 
support for membership of the European Com- 
munities (EC), and in launching the anti-foreigner 
initiative. 

@ Last article p. 39289; start of negotiations on EC mem- 
bership p. 39339; reference article pp. R99-100. 


LIECHTENSTEIN 
General election 


In a general election on Feb. 7, most seats 
went to the two parties which had governed in 
coalition since 1938, the right-wing Pro- 
gressive Citizens’ Party (Fortschrittliche Biir- 
gerpartei—FBP) and the centrist Patriotic 
Union (Vaterlandische Union—VU). How- 
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Liechtenstein general election 
Seats 
1993 1989 


Percentage of votes 
1993 1989 


44.19 42.13 
VU 11 13 45.43 47.15 
FL Z 10.38 7.56 
Others _ 0 _ *3.16 
Votes won by a non-party Uberparteiliche 
Liste which decided not to contest the 1993 
election. 


FBP 12 12 


ever, a third party —the environmentalist Free 
List (Freie Liste —FL)—won representation 
in the Landtag for the first time in the history 
of the principality. 

The FL had contested two previous elections, nar- 
rowly failing in 1989 to win the 8 per cent of votes 
required to gain representation [see p. 36532]. 


All three parties supported the agreement on a 
European Economic Area (EEA) approved by 
voters in a December 1992 referendum, despite a 
vote against the EEA in Switzerland with which 
Liechtenstein had a customs union [see pp. 39244- 
45]. The parties differed, however, as to how the 
bilateral agreement with Switzerland should be 
renegotiated to accommodate the differing referen- 
dum results. 


Hans Brunhart (VU), the outgoing Head of 
Government, resigned on Feb. 7. The FBP, 
now the largest party in the Landtag, began 
negotiations on forming a coalition, in which 
Markus Biichel, a 33-year-old lawyer and the 


leading FBP candidate, was expected to © 


become Head of Government. 
Wl Reference article p. R115. 


FRANCE 


Developments in cases” 
affecting leading politicians 


Relaunching of legal proceedings 
against Fabius 


The Senate on Feb. 16 reinstituted legal pro- 
ceedings against Laurent Fabius, Prime Min- 
ister in 1984-86, and against Edmond Hervé 
and Georgina Dufoix, respectively Secretary 
of State for Health and Minister for Social 


Affairs in the Fabius government, on charges — 


related to haemophiliacs infected with the Ac- 
quired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) 
virus [see pp. 38544; 38978; 39161; 39246; 
R106(1992)]. The move appeared to chal- 
lenge a decision by a panel of French judges 
who, on Feb. 6, had ruled that Fabius and his 
ministers could not stand trial because too 
much time had elapsed since the alleged of- 
fences. 


Dropping of corruption charges 
against Bérégovoy 


On Feb. 16 the Justice Ministry barred a judicial. 


inquiry into an interest-free loan of F 1,000,000 
made in September 1986 to Prime Minister Pierre 
Bérégovoy. 
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The Justice Ministry said that it had found no 
evidence to suggest that the loan had been fraudu- 
lently obtained. The loan, first reported in early 
February, had been made by an industrialist, 
Roger-Patrice Pelat (later accused of insider trad- 
ing), to Bérégovoy to assist him in buying a Paris 
apartment. Bérégovoy subsequently maintained 
that the advance had been legally registered, de- 
clared to the tax authoritiés and repaid in full; he 
also denied giving favours in return for the loan. 


Acquittal of Léotard 


A court in Lyons on Feb. 5 cleared Frangois 
Léotard, leader of the centre-right Republican 
Party, of corruption charges related to the 
construction of a marina in the Cote d’Azur 
town of Fréjus of which he had been mayor. 
Léotard was, however, ordered to face a new 
inquiry into other possible frauds and the sus- 
pected murder of a property developer. 


In December Léotard, who had resigned from his 
political posts in June 1992 [see p. 38978], had 
made a political comeback by announcing his can- 
didacy as a National Assembly deputy amid reports 
that he was favoured by President Francois Mitter- 
rand to head a government of “cohabitation”, 
widely expected to follow parliamentary elections 
in March. 


Controversy over Mafia report 

A fresh political dispute erupted over allegations 
that the authors of a controversial parliamentary 
report on Mafia activities in southern France, pub- 
lished in early February, had tipped off suspected 
Mafia members by publishing their names. Fran- 
gois d’Aubert, the centre-right Union for French 
Democracy (UDF) deputy who had led the par- 
liamentary inquiry, defended the publication, ar- 
guing that the suspects had already been named in 
. the Italian press. 


Decree on commemoration of Jewish 
persecution under Vichy 


President Mitterrand on Feb. 4 ordered the 
observance of July 16 as a national day of 
commemoration marking the persecution of 
Jews under the Vichy regime during the Sec- 
ond World War [see also p. 39024]. 


The decision followed a spate of anti-Semitic at- 
tacks and the destruction in January and February 
of Jewish synagogues in Paris and Mulhouse. 


On Feb. 19 the leader of the extreme right-wing 
National Front (FN), Jean-Marie Le Pen, claimed 
that “native French people” had become the victims 
of “ethnic cleansing” by immigrants in French 
cities. 

Proposals on constitutional changes 


A government-appointed commission which 
submitted its proposals for constitutional re- 
form on Feb. 15 recommended that the public 
should have the right to call for a citizens’ 
referendum in conjunction with members of 
parliament. The panel also proposed that de- 
puties should not be allowed to occupy other 
public positions, such as mayor or president 
of a regional council. With regard to the 
presidential term, however, the commission 
recommended retaining the present system, 
under which the president was elected for 


_-. seven years with the possibility of re-election. 


The conservative opposition had refused to co- 
operate with the commission, which it regarded as 
an attempt by the government to distract attention 
from the country’s political problems. 


WW Last article p. 39290; reference article pp. R107-08. 


SPAIN 
Arrest of ETA leaders 


French and Spanish police in February ar- 
rested more leading members of the Basque 
separatist organization ETA. 


Three people were detained on Feb. 12 near 
Bayonne in France, including Pedro Maria Go- 
rospe Lertxundi, thought to be ETA’s new quarter- 
master, and Pierre Fagant, a French engineer, 
underneath whose farmhouse in Bidart police on 
Feb. 14 uncovered a major arsenal. Another ETA 
leader, José Manuel Pagoaga Gallestegui, who was 
in charge of the Basque refugees’ support commit- 
tee in France, was arrested on Feb. 16 in St Etienne 
de Baigorry. 


On Feb. 21 Rafael Caride Simon, a Galician be- 
lieved to be the former head of ETA’s “Barcelona 
commando” and wanted for 10 years for crimes 
including the June 1987 bombing of the Hipercor 
supermarket in Barcelona in which 21 people were 
killed [see p. 35851], was arrested near Toulouse, 
south-western France; Caride Simon was thought 
to be in charge of ETA’s active service units 
throughout Spain. 


Two Basque lawyers were arrested on Feb. 3 on 
suspicion of having acted as “messengers” for ETA 
prisoners including José Ignacio de Juana Chaos, 
the former head of ETA’s “Madrid commando”. 


Rise in unemployment 


The government on Feb. 26 announced an 
emergency package of job creation measures 
worth Ptas 300,000 million (about US$2,500 
million), after official figures released earlier 
in the month showed that some 500,000 jobs 
had been lost in 1992 and that unemployment 
had reached 3,050,000 or 20.06 per cent of the 
workforce, the highest in the European Com- 
munities. The measures were due to be de- 
bated in parliament in early March. 


W Last articles pp. 39209; 39247; reference article pp. 
R123-24. 


ITALY 


Government resignations in 
Milan corruption affair 


The Italian government came close to collapse 
in February as the repercussions of the Milan 
corruption scandal led to increasing numbers 
of arrests and resignations in the political and 
industrial establishment [see p. 39246]. 


There were three ministerial resignations in Fe- 
bruary. Justice Minister Claudio Martelli resigned 
on Feb. 10 on suspicion of receiving funds for the 
Socialist Party (PSI) from the former Banco Am- 
brosiano which went bankrupt in 1982. Finance 
Minister Giovanni Goria of the Christian Demo- 
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crats (DC) and the Liberal (PLI) Health Minister 
Francesco De Lorenzo resigned on Feb. 19. 


Martelli had been implicated by the confessions of 
Milan architect Silvano Larini who gave himself up 
in Milan on Feb. 7 after eight months in hiding; 
Larini was closely associated with Socialist Party 
leader Bettino Craxi and was believed to have been 
the “treasurer” for PSI bribes. Goria, Prime Minis- 
ter in 1987-88, resigned in protest at allegations of 
false accounting in connection with the 1976 col- 
lapse of a savings bank in Asti; he was subsequently 
cleared of this charge but investigations continued 
into other charges. De Lorenzo, whose parliamen- 
tary immunity had been lifted on Feb. 17 by a 
parliamentary committee over charges of vote-bu- 
ying in Naples, resigned following the arrest on 
corruption charges of his 89-year-old father, Fer- 
tuccio De Lorenzo, a leading medical professor. 


Investigations into local government corruption in 
Milan in the context of what was dubbed the “clean 
hands” affair, had gathered force over the previous 
12 months following the arrest in February 1992 of 
Craxi’s campaign director, Mario Chiesa [see p. 
38824], and they had exposed a broad web of 
corruption in public life. About 150 members of 
parliament subsequently received cautionary war- 
rants notifying them that they were under investi- 
gation, and 126 people were arrested by Milan 
magistrates. 

Cabinet reorganization 

Giovanni Conso, a distinguished judge with- 
out party affiliation, was appointed Justice 
Minister on Feb. 12. In a reshuffle on Feb. 21 
Beniamino (Nino) Andreatta, economic ad- 
viser to DC secretary Mino Martinazzoli and 
a former Budget and Treasury Minister, was 
appointed as the new Budget Minister in place 
of Franco Reviglio (PSI) who took over the 
Finance portfolio. Raffaele Costa (PLI) be- 
came Health Minister and his previous post as 
Minister without Portfolio in charge of Euro- 
pean Community relations and regional af- 
fairs was assumed by Gianfranco Ciaurro 


(PL). 


Paolo Baratta, 53, a pro-PSI professional banker, 
was appointed to a new post of Minister without 
Portfolio in charge of privatization after the (non- 
party) Industry and State Participation Minister 
Giuseppe Guarino, who was strongly opposed to 
the government’s privatization policy, refused to 
move to an alternative Cabinet post. Environment 
Minister Carlo Ripa Di Meana remained in the 
Cabinet but left the PSI to join the Democratic 
Alliance [for formation of which in October 1992 
see p. 39162]. Carmelo Conte, the Minister for 
Urban Affairs, came under official investigation 
but remained in the government. 


Resignation of Craxi 


PSI secretary-general Bettino Craxi finally 
resigned on Feb. 11 after 17 years in office, 
although he continued to deny all allegations 
of corruption. 


Craxi had received six cautionary warrants advis- 
ing him that he was under investigation relating to 
some 50 charges of corruption and illicit party 
funding and also relating to the fraudulent bank- 
ruptcy of the Banco Ambrosiano. His long-serving 
secretary Vincenza Tomaselli was arrested on Feb. 
17 on 12 charges of complicity. 


News Digest for February 1993 


The PSI Prime Minister, Giuliano Amato, had on 
Feb. 1 distanced himself from Craxi and the PSI 
leadership, after conferring with President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro, by declining to participate in a PSI 
crisis meeting. 

Craxi was replaced in a secret ballot of the PSI 
national assembly on Feb. 12 by veteran trade 
unionist Giorgio Benvenuto, general secre- 
tary of the Unione Italiano del Lavoro (UIL) 
in 1976-92 and the director-general of the 
Finance Ministry, who won 56 per cent of the 
vote against the reformist candidate Valdo 
Spini. 


Resignations of Republican leader and 
Rome and Milan mayors 

Other leading politicians implicated in the 
Milan scandal included Giorgio La Malfa, the 
Republican Party (PRI) leader since 1987, 
who resigned on Feb. 25 after being officially 
placed under investigation for irregularities 
connected with party financing; and Antonio 
Cariglia, chair of the Social Democratic Party 
(PSDD. 


The PSI mayor of Rome and the city council 
resigned on Feb. 3, and the PSI mayor of 
Milan on Feb. 16, in both cases after council- 
lors were arrested. 


Repercussions in industry extended to the state 
electricity generating and distributing group 
ENEL; the state oil concern ENI, whose former 
finance director Florio Fiorini said that ENI had 
paid an annual L 1,200 million to the main political 
parties throughout the 1970s; and Fiat, Italy’s lar- 
gest private industrial group, whose chief financial 
officer Francesco Paolo Mattioli, and Antonio 
Mosconi, the managing director of its insurance 
arm Toro Assicurazioni, were both arrested on Feb. 
22. 


Votes of confidence 


The government on Feb. 25 secured by 310 
votes to 265 a vote of confidence tabled by 
Amato, who defied parliament to, come up 
with an alternative government in the face of 
“the most dramatic and difficult days of our 
republic”. The: government had also survived 
an earlier vote of confidence on Feb. 5 tabled 
by the Democratic Left Party (PDS). 


New Radical Party secretary : 
Ata party congress on Feb. 8 the Radical Party 


elected Emma Bonino as its new secretary in 
succession to Sergio Stanzani. 


Northern League control of councils 


Following the Dec. 13 local elections [see p. 
39246], the Northern League took control of 
its first municipal councils, in Varese on Jan. 
18 and in Monza on Feb. 10. 


Mafia arrest 


The second-in-command of the Camorra 
(Neapolitan Mafia) Rosetta Cutolo, 57, was 
arrested near Naples on Feb. 8 after 13 years 
in hiding. The sister of gang leader Raffaele 
Cutolo arrested in 1982, she had been sen- 
tenced in her absence in 1990 to 10 years’ 
imprisonment for murder and extortion. 


Ban on tankers from Venice lagoon 


The government initiated moves in January to 
ban oil tankers from the Venice lagoon; Ripa 
Di Meana said that tankers without double 
holds would first be banned to reduce the 
danger of spillages, and a total ban would 
follow when Porto Marghera had had time to 
organize an alternative supply system. In 
agreement with the French government, it was 


- also proposed to ban tankers from the strait 


between Corsica and Sardinia. 
Wl Last article p. 39289; reference article pp. R113-14. 


GREECE 


Protests over religious 
identification on identity cards 


A 1992 law requiring citizens to declare their 
religion on new national identity cards, which 
were due to be issued and which also would 
double as passports, gave rise to strong pro- 
tests in January and February from religious 
minorities and also from the European Parlia- 
ment. The Greek Roman Catholic Church 
stated that this would exacerbate the open 
discrimination which already existed against 
non-Orthodox Greeks, who formed only 
about 10 per cent of the population, while 
Jewish representatives described the measure 
as unconstitutional and discriminatory. 


Statement on return of former King 


The Greek government announced for the first 
time on Feb. 25 that former King Constantine 
could return to Greece whenever he wished 
“as a simple citizen”. Two days previously, in 
an interview from London, he had made con- 
troversial statements about his claim to the 
throne, asserting among other things that the 
Greek people had to decide whether they 
wished to reinstate him. 

Wi Last article pp. 39246-47; reference article p. R111. 


CYPRUS 
Presidential elections 


In the second round of presidential elections 
on Feb. 14 Glafkos Clerides won a surprise 
victory with 50.3 per cent of the vote, defeat- 
ing the incumbent George Vassiliou by a mar- 
gin of only 0.6 per cent. 


A second round run-off was necessary because, in 
the first round, held on Feb. 7, none of the candi- 
dates received more than 50 per cent of the vote as 
required (Vassiliou heading the poll with 44 per 
cent). The electorate numbered 393,375; voting 
was compulsory and turnout amounted to over 93 
per cent. 


Vassiliou stood as an independent supported by the 
communist Progressive Party of the Working 
People (AKEL) and by the small left-wing Demo- 
cratic Socialist Renewal Movement (ADISOK). 


Clerides, who was president of the right-wing 
Democratic Rally (DISY) and was also backed by 
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Cyprus presidential election results 
Candidate* First round Second round — 
% Votes % 
36.74 


Votes 


130,663 50.31 178,945 


Glafkos 
Clerides 
George 
Vassiliou 
Paschalis 
Pascalides 
*There were two other minor candidates. 


44.15 157,027 49.69 176,769 | 


18.64 66,300 — _ 


the Liberal Party, attracted, in the run-off, about 
three-quarters of the votes cast in the first round for 
Paschalis Pascalides. 

Pascalides, who was supported by the centre-right 
Democratic Party (DIKO), by the Fighting Forces 
Front including the Socialist Party (EDEK) and 
also by the church leadership, was opposed to the 
UN peace plan for Cyprus [see below]. j 


Clerides, 73, was the first head of state since inde- 
pendence in 1960 who was not backed by AKEL. 
He had lost to Vassiliou in the 1988 election and 
had also unsuccessfully contested the previous two 
elections. A barrister who had defended members 
of EOKA (National Organization of Cypriot Com- 
batants, which sought Enosis (Unification) with 
Greece) imprisoned for opposition to British rule 
in the 1960s, he had personal ties with the Turkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash. He was Minister of 
Justice in 1959-60 and then president of the House 
of Representatives until 1976; by virtue of the latter 
post he became acting President after the July 1974 
invasion by Turkey until the return of Archbishop 
Makarios in December. He was also chief negotia- 
tor in intercommunal talks with the Turkish Cy- 
priots. 


After his election Clerides said on Feb. 15 that 
he wanted to postpone the UN peace talks on 
Cyprus due to resume in March and would 
convene a Panhellenic conference and consult 
Greek leaders in Athens on the negotiation of — 
radical changes to key clauses of the “Set of 
Ideas”, put forward by the UN in 1992 for a 
reunified but bizonal and bicommunal feder- 
ation of Greeks and Turkish Cypriots [see p. 
39067]. Clerides had campaigned on the basis 
that these clauses violated basic human rights 


New Cyprus Cabinet 

Alexandros Michaelides (DISY) Foreign 

Affairs 
Faidhros Oikonomides (DISY) Finance 
Constantine Michaelides (DIKO) Interior 
Constantine Iliadhis (DIKO) Defence 
Claire Angelidhou (DISY) Education 
ear Koiliari (ind.) Commerce and 


ustry 

Andreas Mousioutas (ind.) Labour _ 

Alexandros Evangelou (ind.) Justice and 
Public Order 

Adhamos Adhamidhes (ind.) 
Communications and Works 

Manolis Khristofides (DISY) Health 

Konstandinos Petrides (ind.) Agriculture 
and Natural Resources 

Ioannis Kasoulides (DISY) Government 
Spokesman 
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ever he later affirmed that he would be 
prepared to take part in the negotiations after 
the Greek Orthodox Easter on April 18. Denk- 
tash called for the cancellation of the forth- 
coming talks and for unconditional direct 
talks with Clerides. 


Clerides took office on Feb. 28, as did his 
government, composed entirely of new min- 
isters, which had been announced on Feb. 25. 


i Last articles p. 39210-11; 39247; reference article p. 
R104. 


TURKEY 


Implication of Iran in murder 
of journalists 


Following the murder of Ugur Mumcu, an 
outspoken critic of Islamic fundamentalism, 
on Jan. 24 [see p. 39289], which had provoked 
unprecedented public anger and outpourings 
against Islamic fundamentalism Iran, the gov- 


ernment publicly implicated Iranian elements 


for the first time at a press conference on Feb. 
4, while stressing that there was no evidence 
that the Iranian government was involved. 
The Iranian embassy in Ankara denied the 
allegations but Foreign Minister Hikmet 
Cetin and his Iranian counterpart Ali Akbar 
Velayati agreed after meeting on Feb. 6 that 
both countries would conduct a joint investi- 
gation. 


Interior Minister Ismet Sezgin said on Feb. 4 that 
19 people belonging to the radical Islamic Action 
Movement had been arrested and had confessed to 
having been trained in Iran; they had been charged 
with the murders in 1990-91 of editor Cetin Emec, 
writer Turan Dursun and an Iranian dissident, and 
were thought to be linked with other murders in- 
cluding that of Mumcu. Sezgin added that two men 
arrested for the attempted assassination on Jan. 28 
of a Jewish businessman had admitted that they had 
been hired by a member of Islamic Action and 
trained in Iran. 

Eleven of those arrested were from the south-east 
Anatolian town of Batman near the Iranian border, 
where feuding between Kurds and a Turkish Hez- 
bollah movement had resulted in 139 civilian 
deaths in 1992 and 40 more in 1993, a number of 
the victims being journalists. 

Kurdish and Assyrian hunger strikes 


Some 700 Kurds staged a hunger strike in 
Brussels from Jan. 24 onwards to publicize 
“the tragedy of our people’s situation and to 
make Western public opinion aware of the 
approaching genocide”. They were joined in 
early February by members of the Kurdish 
parliament in exile. 

About 1,000 Kurdish prisoners at a prison in Diy- 
arbakir went on hunger strike on Feb. 10 in protest 
at beatings and restrictions on their visits. 

__ Agroup of Christian Assyrians also began a hunger 
* strike at Amsterdam University in February in pro- 


test at what they described as systematic oppression 
of Assyrians in south-eastern Turkey by the Turk- 
ish army and Hezbollah. 


New privatization agency 


Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel announced 
on Jan. 31 that the Public Participation Ad- 
ministration (KOI), which had hitherto been 
responsible for privatization, would be split 
into two and a new body created to deal di- 
rectly with privatization. The target was to 
raise TL 25,000 million from privatization in 
1993, more than five times the 1992 revenue 
(US$1.00=TL 9,069.42 as at Feb. 1, 1993). 


Wi Last article p. 39289; reference article pp. R126-26. 


EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITIES 


Bundesbank interest rate cut 


The German Bundesbank on Feb. 4 unexpec- 
tedly lowered its discount and Lombard rates, 
in the face of continuing pressure on the ex- 
change rate mechanism (ERM) of the Euro- 


pean Communities (EC). 


The discount rate was reduced from 8.25 per cent 
(where it had stood since September 1992—see p. 
39080) to 8 per cent, and the Lombard rate from 9.5 
per cent to 9 per cent. 


The German announcement followed a Japanese 
interest rate cut earlier in the day [see p. 39319], 
cuts in interest rates in January in the United King- 
dom [see p. 39290], and an ERM realignment at the 
end of January [ibid.]. It was followed by reduc- 
tions in the official lending rates in Belgium, the 
Netherlands, Austria, Sweden and Norway (al- 
though rates in Belgium were raised again on Feb. 
10). 


In the days before the German interest rate cut the 
Danish krone had come under pressure, and on Feb. 
3 the Danish deposit and discount rates were in- 
creased by 2 percentage points to 11.5 per cent 
(although on Feb. 22 the discount rate was lowered 
again, to 10.5 per cent). There was also pressure on 
sterling (which left the ERM in September 1992— 
see pp. 39080-81), with the pound closing at a 
record low of £1.00=DM 2.3583 on Feb. 3. 


At a press conference on Feb. 4 Helmut Schles- 
inger, president of the Bundesbank, expressed the 
hope that “this unfriendly game, sometimes called 
dominoes, in which speculators pick on one cur- 
rency after another, has finally come to an end”. 


Strategy for restructuring EC steel 
industry 


EC industry ministers, meeting on Feb. 25 in 
Brussels, agreed on a strategy to co-ordinate 
the voluntary reduction of excess capacity. 
Member states undertook to agree a common 
programme by Sept. 30, 1993, which would 
be implemented by the end of 1994 except for 
special cases. There was no declaration of 

“manifest crisis” which would have allowed 
the EC to regulate the market by decree (as 
had been the case in 1980-88—-see pp. 36309- 
10; 34764-66; 32388-95). [For concurrent 
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GATT meeting on a new multilateral steel 
agreement see p. 39346.] 


The agreement was based on Commission propo- 
sals which envisaged cuts in crude steel production 
of 30,000,000 tonnes and cuts of 20,000,000 tonnes 
for rolled product. The industry, after canvassing 
by the EC, had already agreed to reductions of 
25,800,000 tonnes of crude steel and 17,900,000 
tonnes of rolled product. It remained to be seen 
where further cuts would be made. Newspaper 
reports indicated that (i) Spain was continuing 
plans for a new plant in the Basque country; (ii) 
Italy was arguing for further state aid to Ilva (the 
EC’s most heavily subsidized plant); and (iii) Ger- 
many maintained that the loss-making Ekostahl in 
eastern Germany was a special case. 


The cuts would result in 50,000 redundancies, ac- 
cording to a report on the EC steel industry by 
Fernand Braun, the EC’s “steel envoy”. The Ger- 
man Steel Federation estimated, however, that EC- 
wide job losses would amount to 100,000. Total 
employment in the EC steel industry was 370,000 
in mid-1992 (down from nearly 600,000 in 1980 
for the EC not including Greece, Spain and Portu- 
gal). EC funding to assist restructuring had been 
agreed by member states in November 1992 [see p. 
R132]. ; 


The Independent of Feb. 18 reported that the Euro- 
pean steel market’s “worst crisis for a decade” was 
caused by “recession, a restructuring in the 1980s 
that did not go far enough and increased exports 
from eastern Europe”. EC crude steel production in 
1992 was over 132,000,000 tonnes. Prices had 
fallen by 30 per cent since 1990. Eastern European 
exports to the EC had risen from an average of 
240,000 tonnes a month in 1990 to 370,000 tonnes 
a month in 1992, according to the Financial Times 
of Feb. 25, and ministers agreed to impose tariffs 
on these imports. [For duties of up to 110 per cent 
imposed by USA in late January 1993 on carbon 
steel products from 19 countries see pp. 39398; 
39346.] 


Hoover decision to relocate 


Controversy continued during February over 
the announcement by the domestic appliance 
manufacturer Hoover (a subsidiary of the US 
concern Maytag) of 600 redundancies at 
Longvic near Dijon in France, coupled with 
the creation of 400 new jobs at Cambuslang 
near Glasgow in Scotland. 


French Prime Minister Pierre Bérégovoy com- 
plained on Jan. 28 of “inadmissible social dump- 
ing” (i.e. transfer of production to locations within 
the EC where workers’ rights had been eroded to 
attract foreign investment). The French govern- 
ment requested the EC Commission to investigate 
whether EC competition and pension regulations 
had been respected in the financial assistance 
granted to Hoover in Scotland. However, the Fin- 
ancial Times of Feb. 5 reported EC Commission 
President Jacques Delors as saying that there was 
“no infraction on competition grounds” but that it 
was “a case of differences in labour costs”; Delors 
did, however, criticize the UK government for fail- 
ing to sign the EC Social Charter of 1989 [see pp. 
37132; 38658]. UK Prime Minister John Major on 
Jan. 29 had declared it “not surprising” that Hoover 
was relocating to Scotland. 
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Opening of membership negotiations 
for Austria, Finland and Sweden 


On Feb. 1 the EC formally opened negotia- 
tions with Austria, Finland and Sweden on 
their applications for membership. It was 
hoped that negotiations could be completed to 
allow them to join on Jan. 1, 1995. 


The foreign ministers of the three countries, all 
neutral, declared their commitment to the goals of 
the Maastricht Treaty on European Union, which 
included the goals of a common European foreign 
and defence policy. 


Association agreement with Romania 


On Feb. 1 the EC signed an association agree- 
ment with Romania similar to those signed 
with Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Poland in 
December 1991 [see pp. 38690; 38593]. 


Banana imports 


On Feb. 12 the Council of (Agriculture) Min- 
isters formally approved measures regulating 
EC imports of bananas, as agreed on Dec. 17, 
1992 [see p. R131]. Approval was by majority 
vote despite sustained opposition from Ger- 
many and the Benelux countries. 


A meeting on Feb. 11 of the Presidents or their 
delegates of Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Gu- 
atemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama 
and Venezuela in Guayaquil, Ecuador, criticized 
the December proposals as establishing “a mar- 
kedly protectionist, discriminatory and restrictive 
regime for Latin American banana exports”. 


B Last article p- 39290; reference article pp. R130-132. 


EUROPE 


Conference on illegal 
immigration 
The Interior or Justice Ministers of 35 Euro- 


pean countries and Canada as well as repre- 
sentatives of six international organizations 


attended a conference in Budapest on Feb. 
15-16 to draw up a common policy to deal 
with illegal immigration. 
The conference was chaired by Hungarian Interior 
Minister Peter Boross who said in an opening 
speech that Hungary had become a transit country 
for migrants as thousands left their countries be- 
cause of falling living standards and rising unem- 
ployment. 


The final document of the conference adopted 
the recommendations of a working group set 
up after the first such meeting in 1991 [see p. 
38594]. 


It called for the smuggling of illegal immigrants to 
be made a criminal offence and for airlines and 
transport companies to be penalized for carrying 
them; for the creation of special police units to tack 
down smugglers of immigrants; and for the use of 
modern communications equipment to co-ordinate 
border checks and information and to detect forged 
papers. Another working group was set up to con- 
sider the repatriation of immigrants, an Austrian 
proposal for a European migration convention, and 
a German proposal for financial assistance to the 
poorer eastern European countries to distribute the 
burden more evenly. 


German Interior Minister Rudolf Seiters, who said 
that Germany would continue to help political re- 
fugees but could not go on accepting economic 
migrants, announced on Feb. 16 that Germany and 
Poland had agreed to hold a new round of talks on 
a bilateral asylum treaty in Warsaw in March. The 
Albanian Minister of Public Order Bashkim Ko- 
pliku met his Greek counterpart Nikolaos Gelesta- 
this on the fringe of the meeting on Feb.16 to 
discuss the recent deportation of Albanians from 
Greece [see p. 39328]. 


Establishment of Carpathians 
Euroregion 
At a meeting in Debrecen (Hungary) on Feb. 


14 the Foreign Ministers of Hungary, Ukraine 
and Poland signed a regional economic, cul- 
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tural and environmental protection agreement 
covering their border regions, which under the 
agreement formed the Carpathian Eurore- 
gion. 

Local governments in the Carpathian mountains 
and areas along the Tisza river were to co-operate, 
and a council was to be set up to co-ordinate long- 
term regional and border co-operation. The Carpa- 
thian Euroregion would complement the work of 
the so-called Visegrad Three (now Poland, the 
Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary and known 
as the Central European Free Trade Agreement— 
see p. 39242), which Ukraine expressed the wish to 
join. 

The Foreign Minister of Slovakia, which joined the 
Carpathian grouping only as an associate member, 
did not participate. Representatives of Romanian 
regions bordering Hungary attended the signing 
ceremony as observers. 


BB Regional organizations reference article pp. R132-33. - 


IN BRIEF 


ESTONIA: Ain Saarmann resigned as Min- 
ister of Economics on Jan. 26, ostensibly for 
health reasons, although there was specula- 
tion that there had been dissatisfaction with 
the minister’s performance; Toomas Sildmae 
was on Feb. 5 appointed to replace him. 


FINLAND: On Feb. 24 Ulf Sundqvist, chair 
of the Finnish Social Democratic Party 
(SSDP) since November 1991, announced his 
resignation, with effect from March, after in- 
vestigations into the collapsed STS Bank, of 

which he had been executive director in 1982- 

91, revealed that the bank had made substan- 

tial losses on a loan to a company of which his 

brother was co-owner; deputy party chair 

Antero Kekkonen would act as SSDP chair. 
until a party conference in June. ~ 


MIDDLE EAST 


Israeli Compromise over 
Palestinian deportees 


On Feb. 1 the Israeli government offered to 
allow back 101 of the 396 Palestinians who 
had been stranded in no-man’s land in south- 
er Lebanon since Israel’s deportation of 
more than 400 Palestinians in December 1992 
[see pp. 39224-25; 39293-94]. Israel also of- 
fered to reduce the terms of exile for the 
remaining 295 deportees, thereby allowing 
them to return home by the end of 1993. 


The compromise proposal contrasted sharply with 
Israeli Prime Minister Itzhak Rabin’s earlier insist- 
ence that all the deportation orders would stand. 
Commentators attributed Rabin’s change of policy 
to his growing realization that, without some form 


of compromise, the USA would not be able to 
prevent the deportation issue being debated in the 
UN Security Council. Such a debate brought with 
it the threat of sanctions being imposed against 
Israel. The USA welcomed the compromise and 
stated that it made further Security Council action 


unnecessary. 


On Feb. 13 the UN Security Council issued a 
statement welcoming the Israeli compromise 
as “a step in the right direction”. The tone of 
the statement contrasted sharply with Security 
Council Resolution 799 of Dec. 18 which 
demanded the immediate return of all those 
expelled [see p. 39224]. According to the 
Middle East Economic Digest of Feb. 26, the 
Feb. 13 statement seemed “all the more bitter 
a defeat for the Palestinians” since the Council 
was currently chaired by Morocco, an Arab 
State. 


Palestinian leaders rejected the compromise, 
claiming that it fell well short of full Israeli com- 
pliance with Resolution 799. They also demanded 
that the Rabin government publicly forswear future © 
use of the mass deportation tactic. The deportees 
themselves, speaking through their official spokes- 
man, Abd al-Aziz al-Rantisi, adamantly opposed 
the compromise. They urged Arab delegations not 
to return to the Middle East peace talks until all 
those expelled in December had been returned. In 
a statement issued on Feb. 16, Yassir Abd-Rabbuh, 
the information director of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO), insisted that the deportation 
issue meant that the Palestinian delegation could 
not participate in the peace talks “even if the other 
Arab states are willing to”. His statement was the 
first public indication of a possible disparity be- . 
tween the Palestinian position and that of other’ 
Arab states. ; 


On Feb. 3 the USA postponed multilateral Middle 
East peace talks on economics and arms control 
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scheduled to take place in mid-February [see p. 


39225 for meeting of multilateral steering commit- 
tee in London in December 1992]. 
Christopher's Middie East tour 


Warren Christopher, the new US Secretary of 
State, embarked on Feb. 18 on his first tour of 


_ the Middle East, which was intended to revi- 


talize the flagging peace process and which, 

ing to some commentators, served to 
confirm the impression of a deepening rift 
between the Palestinians and the other Arab 
participants in the peace talks over the issue 
of the deportees. Syria, in particular, appeared 
concerned not to allow the issue of the depor- 
Been inihewway of progress on the 
talks. 


Christopher visited Egypt on Feb. 18-19 where he 
met with President Hosni Mubarak and Foreign 
Minister Amr Mohammed Moussa. Mubarak 
agreed to visit the USA in early April for talks with 
President Bill Clinton. Mubarak reportedly 
presented Christopher with a plan under which all 
the deportees would be retumed in three stages 
ending in June. This was reported to have been 
devised by Mubarak and PLO Chair Yassir Arafat, 
during the latter’s visit to Cairo on Feb. 5-7. Shortly 
after Arafat’s visit Mubarak had paid a surprise 
visit to Damascus for talks with President Hafez 
al-Assad. 


Christopher visited Jordan on Feb. 19-20 for talks 
with King Hussein, and Syria on Feb. 20-21 for 
talks with President Assad and Foreign Minister 
Farooq ash-Shar’. After his meeting with Chris- 
topher on Feb. 21, Shar’ told reporters that the 
peace talks were “broader and more important” 
than the deportation issue. 


‘During his visit to Saudi Arabia on Feb. 21-22 
Christopher stressed, during talks with King Fahd 


ibn Abdul Aziz, the US commitment to the security 
of the Gulf. In Kuwait on Feb. 22 Christopher met 
with the Amir, Shaikh Jabir al-Ahmad al-Jabir as- 
Sabah. 


In Lebanon on a brief two-hour visit on Feb. 22 
Christopher met Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri and 
Minister of Foreign and Expatriate Affairs Faris 
Buwayz. Buwayz reiterated the Syrian line on the 
deportees, stating that Lebanon would be satisfied 
if they returned home within “an acceptable period 
of time”. 

Christopher ended his tour on Feb. 22-25 in Israel, 
where he had a number of meetings with Rabin and 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, and also met mem- 
bers of the Palestinian delegation to the Middle East 
peace talks. 


Unrest in Israeli-occupied 
territories 


Daily violent confrontations continued in Fe- 
bruary between Israeli troops and Palestinian 
youths in the Gaza Strip [see p. 39294]. There 
was a marked increase in the number of armed 
attacks on Israeli soldiers; during the first 10 
days of February the army reported nine 
shooting incidents. 

The human rights organization Betselem published 
a report in early February which claimed that Israeli 


troops had shot dead 76 Palestinians during the first 


six months of the Rabin government (August 1992 
to January 1993), compared with 63 killed in the 
last six months of the hardline Likud government 
(January 1992 to June 1992). 


Israeli troops opened fire on a car in Nusayrat 
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip on Feb. 5, killing 
three Palestinians and wounding two others. In 
subsequent rioting three more Gazans were killed 
by army gunfire. Troops shot dead three Palestinian 
youths during unrest in the West Bank on Feb. 7-8. 
Also on Feb. 7 a Palestinian died after being shot 
during a clash in the Shuafat refugee camp in Arab 
East Jerusalem. On Feb. 10 an Israeli undercover 
unit shot dead two Palestinian youths in Nusayrat 
camp. 


In an operation against “terrorists” in the Gazan 
town of Khan Yunis on Feb. 11, Israeli forces 
destroyed a number of houses, leaving almost 200 
Palestinians homeless. 


A nurse working for the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) 
was shot dead by Israeli troops on Feb. 23. The 
nurse was providing medical assistance to an 
injured boy in Rafah refugee camp in the Gaza 
Strip. 


i Last article pp. 39293-94. 


JORDAN 


Registration of new parties 


The Middle East Economic Digest of Feb. 12 
reported that the Interior Ministry had re- 
cently awarded a licence to the Jordan Peo- 
ple’s Democratic Party (JPDP), a Jordanian 
offshoot of the Democratic Front for the Libe- 
ration of Palestine. The government had re- 
jected the JPDP’s application in December 
1992, while accepting the application of five 
other political parties [see p. 39248; for legis- 
lation passed in July 1992 permitting the for- 
mation and licensing of political parties see p. 
39027]. 


The Jordanian Communist Party and the Arab 
Ba’ath Socialist Party, both of which had been 
refused a licence in December, were each granted 
a licence in mid-January. 


Appointment of new Mufti of 
Jerusalem 


Jordanian television reported on Feb. 17 that 
the Cabinet had appointed Shaikh Sulayman 
al-Ja’bari as the new Mufti of Jerusalem to 
succeed the late Sa’d al-Din al-Alami. 


The Cabinet had also announced the formation of 
new councils to oversee the holy places in Jerusa- 
lem and the restoration of the Al-Aqsa Mosque. 
Shaikh Abd al-Azim Salhab was appointed head of 
the Islamic Holy Places Council and Shaikh Izz 
al-Din al-Khatib al-Tamimi (Minister of Waagfs 
and Islamic Affairs) was appointed as head of the 
Committee for the Restoration of Al-Aqsa Mosque 
and the Dome of the Rock. 


Bi Last article p. 39248; reference article pp. R139-40. 
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SYRIA 


Removal of Douba as 
military intelligence chief 


The Middle East Economic Digest of Feb. 19 
reported that President Hafez al-Assad had 
removed Gen. Ali Douba as head of Syrian 
military intelligence, one of the country’s 
most powerful posts. 


According to the report, the change was carried out 
in January when Douba was promoted to the rank 
of general and appointed as deputy to Chief of Staff 
Gen. Hikmat al-Shihabi. No official successor to 
Douba was named; however, at the same time the 
head of internal security, Mohamed Nassif, was 
promoted to the rank of brigadier and was expected 
to be given responsibility for the entire intelligence 
services. 


During the early 1980s Ali Douba played a key role 
as a counterweight to Assad’s younger brother, 
Col. Rifaat al-Assad, who returned to Syria in 1992 
after a long period of exile. However, analysts 
claimed that Douba’s removal was unlikely to 
benefit Rifaat. The move was seen in some circles 
as helping to groom President Assad’s son, Basel 
al-Assad, for the succession. 


Douba’s removal was reportedly welcomed by 
many Western governments which had heavily 
criticized the Assad regime in the past for some of 
the activities of the intelligence services. 


Wi Last article p. 39294; reference article pp. R144-45. 


LEBANON 


Fighting in southern Lebanon 


On Feb. 17 Hezbollah guerrillas launched a 
large-scale attack on Israeli and South Leba- 
non Army (SLA) forces in Israel’s self-de- 
clared “security zone” in southern Lebanon. 
A Hezbollah communiqué claimed that the 
attack was launched to mark the first anniver- 
sary of Israel’s assassination of Hezbollah’s 
secretary-general, Sheikh Abbas Musawi [see 
p. 38750]. 


The attack was launched a matter of hours before 
the US Secretary of State, Warren Christopher, 
started his first tour of the Middle East. It was 
Hezbollah’s \argest offensive since October 1992, 
when five Israeli soldiers died in an attack on their 
personnel carrier in the “security zone” [see p. 
39166]. 


The Hezbollah radio station Voice of the Op- 
pressed reported on Feb. 17 that the Israelis and the 
SLA had suffered at least 10 dead and 25 wounded 
in the attack. However, Israel denied that any of its 
troops had died in the assault and the SLA’s Voice 
of the South radio claimed that only six SLA sol- 
diers had been wounded. The Phalangist radio 
Voice of Lebanon reported on Feb. 17 that six 
people had died and more than 45 had been 
wounded in an Israeli and SLA counter-offensive. 
The radio cited Lebanese security sources as hav- 
ing said that two Hezbollah members, two Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine members and 
two civilians had died in artillery attacks. 
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A Nepalese soldier serving with the United Nations 
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) was killed in 
the village of Yatar in southern Lebanon on Feb. 22 
when a mortar round fired by the SLA hita UNIFIL 
position. Since the inception of UNIFIL in 1978, 
192 peacekeepers had died. 


UNIFIL forces withdrew from three villages in 
southern Lebanon on Feb. 16, handing their posi- 
tions over to regular Lebanese army units. The 
withdrawal process, which had started in 1991, was 
designed to lessen the UNIFIL presence in the 
south. 


Initialling of World Bank loan 


After months of negotiation, the Lebanese 
government on Jan. 30 initialled a US$175 
million loan from the World Bank to finance 
emergency infrastructure repairs. This was 
the first World Bank loan to Lebanon for 14 
years, and reflected growing international 
confidence in the government of Rafiq al- 
Hariri. 


The loan was expected to lead to the reconvening 
of the World Bank-sponsored consultative group of 
international donors. The government’s Council 
for Development and Reconstruction (CDR) esti- 
mated the cost of the first part of its reconstruction 
programme to be about US$2,300 million, of which 
some US$800 million in financing had already 
been pledged. 


Lebanon would repay the loan over 17 years, after 
five years’ grace, at the prevailing rate of World 
Bank borrowing (currently 7.5 per cent). Accord- 
ing to the agreement, the CDR would use the loan 
to finance water and sewerage projects, rebuilding 
the power grid, garbage incineration, housing, vo- 
cational schools and technical assistance. 


The Middle East Economic Digest of Feb. 19 re- 
ported that the European Communities (EC) had 
agreed to grant some US$38,000,000 to help fin- 
ance the government’s reconstruction programme. 


Rift in Phalangist Party 


During January and February a serious rift 
emerged in the Al-Kata’eb (Phalangist Party), 
the leading political organization of the Ma- 
ronite Christian community. 

The dispute pitted party president Georges Sa’adah 
against supporters of the Lebanese Forces’ leader, 
Samir Geagea, who accused Sa’adah of failing to 
adopt a suitably critical line against the Hariri gov- 
ernment. Ata session on Feb. 11 four supporters of 
the Geagea position (who had earlier established a 
so-called salvation panel) were expelled from the 
party; a further six members of the panel were 
suspended for a year. 


Visit by Hariri to other Middle 
Eastern states 


Hariri visited Syria on Jan. 24 and Feb. 10 for 
talks with senior Syrian officials on regional 
developments. Hariri also visited Egypt on 
Feb. 11-13, for talks with President Hosni 
Mubarak and Prime Minister Atef Sidki on 
various pan-Arab and international issues, in- 
cluding the Middle East peace process. He 
then visited Saudi Arabia and Kuwait on Feb. 
15-16. 


Last article p. 39249; reference article pp. R140-41. 


IRAQ 


Appeal for lifting of UN 
sanctions - UN weapons 
inspection - Deployment of 
UN border troops 


International pressure increased during Fe- 
bruary for the lifting of international trade 
sanctions against Iraq. 


On Feb. 18 former US Attorney General Ramsey 
Clark called on the UN to lift the embargo, saying 
that it was killing more than 2,000 people a week. 
Clark, an opponent of the Gulf war and the first 
Westerner to enter the heavily bombed city of Basra 
in February 1991 [see p. 37984], made his remarks 
after a fact-finding mission during which he met 
President Saddam Hussein. 


In what was regarded by observers as a fresh at- 
tempt by Iraq to win over the USA to the idea of 
ending the sanctions, Saddam renewed his offer to 
develop friendly relations with the new US Presi- 
dent, Bill Clinton [see pp. 39291-92]. In early Fe- 
bruary the Clinton administration acknowledged a 
change in the Iraqi government’s behaviour, after 
Iraq had ordered the shutting-down of all radar 
installations, ostensibly in furtherance of the cease- 
fire which Iraq had declared unilaterally following 
allied air raids in January [see pp. 39291-92]. 


Ina statement on Feb. 10 (coinciding with his visit 
to Damascus for a meeting on the Kurdish national 
question—see below) Turkey’s Foreign Minister, 
Hikmet Cetin, urged the lifting of UN sanctions, 
which, he said, would facilitate Iraq’s reintegration 
into the international community. On Feb. 8 Tur- 
key’s Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel had 
pressed the USA to allow Iraq to sell oil to the value 
of US$3,000 million, instead of the US$1,600 mil- 
lion presently under discussion [see pp. 38742; 
38788-89; 38838; 39026; 39115]. 


Iraq was said also to have canvassed support for an 
end to sanctions during talks in Baghdad on Feb. 
11 between a senior Russian Foreign Ministry of- 
ficial, Igor Melekhov, and Iraqi Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Tariq Aziz. 


On Feb. 2-6 Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin 
Ramadan had toured Algeria and Jordan to empha- 
sise hardships caused by the continued ban on trade 
with Iraq. 


On Feb. 2 Thailand approved the despatch of urgent 
humanitarian aid to Iraq. 


Reports of humanitarian needs in Iraq 


The UN Inter-Agency Humanitarian Pro- 
gramme in Iraq was reported on Feb. 11 to 
have warned that, despite some success in 
meeting essential humanitarian needs, the 
number of Iraqis facing disease and malnutri- 
tion had increased steadily. 


In late January the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
had recommended a substantial increase in fuel 
supplies to the Kurdish-controlled north to help 
meet winter needs. The United Kingdom-based 
charity Oxfam also claimed in late January that 

“ordinary Iraqis are still facing a humanitarian 
crisis”. 
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UN weapons inspection 


UN weapons inspectors headed by Nikita 
Smidovich paid an unscheduled visit to Iraq 
on Feb. 22 in an attempt to locate Scud 
missiles, but said that they had found nothing. 


The latest inspection had been announced after UN 
ballistic experts, led by Patrice Palanque, extended 
their stay in the country, saying that they had fresh 
information on Iraq’s ballistic missile programme. - 
About 100 Scud missiles were thought by the UN 
still to have been undeclared by Iraq. 


On Feb. 24 the head of the UN Special Commission 
on Iraqi Disarmament, Rolf Ekeus, told the UN 
Security Council that Iraq had threatened to shoot 
down UN surveillance helicopters assisting the 
search by Smidovich’s team at a weapons site west 
of Baghdad. In September 1991 the government 
had bowed to international pressure after refusing 
to authorize the use of helicopters by UN inspectors 
[see p. 38451]. 


Deployment of UN border troops — 


The UN Security Council on Feb. 5 adopted 
unanimously a resolution approving the des- 
patch of 750 armed troops to patrol the fron- 
tier between Iraq and Kuwait, and the use of 
force to repel any incursions. 


In January the 300-member unarmed UN Iraq-Ku- 
wait Observer Mission (UNIKOM) had failed to 
prevent Iraqi incursions into the demilitarized zone 
north of Kuwait [see p. 39291]. 


Appointment of presidential adviser 


President Saddam Hussein on Feb. 23 ap- 
pointed his half-brother and Iraq’s repre- 
sentative to the UN mission in Geneva, _ 
Barzan al-Takriti, as his political adviser with 
Cabinet status. 

In February 1992 Saddam’s son-in-law and cousin, 
Lt.-Gen. Hussein Kamil (dismissed as Defence 
Minister four months earlier—see p. 38598), had 
been appointed presidential adviser with the rank 
of minister [see p. 38789, where his name is given 
as Hussein Kamil Hassan]. Saddam’s other half- 
brother, Watan Ibrahim al-Hasan, was named Inte- 
rior Minister in November 1991 [see p. 38598]. 


Opposition meeting 

Opposition parties meeting under the auspices 
of the Iraqi National Congress (INC) held 
their third conference inside Iraq [see pp. 
39115; 39164] in the northern city of Salahud- 
din on Feb. 16-21. 


Delegates established a constitutional council, 
elected nine committees and resolved to step up 
diplomatic initiatives to win wider international 
support. They also appointed Salah al-Shaikhy as 
spokesman for the executive council. 


The (Shia) Tehran-based Supreme Assembly of the 
Islamic Revolution in Iraq (SAIRI), which had 
boycotted an earlier meeting in June 1992 [see p. 

38985], on Feb. 11 denied reports that it had with- 

drawn from the INC. 


Regional states’ meeting on Kurdish 
question X 
The Foreign Ministers of Iran, Syria and Tur- ' 
key held their second meeting on the Kurdish 
national question in Damascus on Feb. 10 [for 
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first meeting see pp. 39213-14]. A joint state- 


ment reiterated support for Iraq’s territorial - 


integrity and called on it to fulfil its obliga- 
tions under UN ceasefire resolutions. 


The daily ath-Thawra, organ of the Ba’ath Socialist 
Party denounced the meeting as “an insolent politi- 


_ cal ploy”. 


Economy 
The Revolutionary Command Council (RCC) 
warned in a decree reported by the state-controlled 
media on Feb. 21 that traders dealing in banned 
consumer items faced execution. In December 
1992 the government had banned a wide range of 
imported items [see p. 39247]. 

Expectations of an end to sanctions were reportedly 
behind a slight fall in prices of essential food com- 
modities in February. The Iraqi dinar, which had 
collapsed in November [see p. 39214], also re- 
couped marginally, closing on the black market at 
around US$1=ID 31 on Feb. 16 from a previous 
average of US$1=ID 35. Meanwhile the Iraqi cen- 
tral bank stressed on Feb. 15 that there were no 
plans to reduce the official exchange rate, still set 
at US$1=ID 0.3. 


Party merger 


The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and 
the Kurdistan Socialist Party announced their 
merger on Feb. 10, after a split dating back 14 
years. 


Wi Last article p. 39291-92; reference article pp. R137-38. 


KUWAIT 
Investigation of KIO scandal 


A delegation of Kuwaiti parliamentarians 
‘visited the headquarters of the London-based 


Kuwait Investment Office (KIO) during the 
week commencing Feb. 8, when it found evi- 
dence of large-scale embezzlement, mainly 
affecting KIO’s investment in KIO’s Spanish 
investment subsidiary Grupo Torras [see p. 
39248]. 


The group was reported to have interviewed former 
KIO officials and British advisers to KIO. KIO’s 
two senior managers, Shaikh Fahd Mohammed 
al-Sabah and Khalid Nasser al-Sabah, members of 
the Kuwait ruling family, failed to appear. The 
whereabouts of KIO’s former general manager, 
Fuad Jaffer, was unknown. 


KIO’s new management was reported to have ac- 
cused its of losing $5,000 million in 
Spain since 1986, of which $1,000 million was said 
to have been stolen through Grupo Torras. Criminal 
lawsuits filed by KIO in Madrid against seven 
former executives were rejected on appeal on Feb. 
16 by the Spanish High Court for lack of evidence, 
and it was reported that KIO planned to begin 
judicial proceedings elsewhere. Electronic files re- 
Hiiog to the financial transactions of Grupo Torras, 
which had filed for bankruptcy on Dec. 4, were 
reported on Feb. 6 to have been stolen from the 
Industry Ministry offices in Madrid. 

UN decision on border force - Foreign 
Minister's visits 


The UN Security Council approved unani- 


_ mously on Feb. 5 a resolution to send a batta- 


lion of 750 soldiers to patrol the Kuwait-Iraq 
border, and to use force to repel incursions 
following heightened tension in the area dur- 
ing January [see p. 39292]. 


Foreign Affairs Minister Shaikh Sabah al- 
Ahmad al-Jabir al-Sabah visited Pakistan, 
India, Turkey and Morocco during February. 


Wi Last article p. 39292; reference article p. R141. 


UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES 


Purchase of French tanks 


Orders totalling over $4,000 million were an- 
nounced by the government during the Feb. 
14-18 International Defence Exhibition 
(IDEX 93) in Abu Dhabi. The major order, 
worth $3,800 million, was for 436 new gener- 
ation Leclerc tanks from GIAT Industries of 
France. 


The Leclerc was preferred to the Abrams M1A2 
built by General Dynamics of the USA and to the 
Challenger II from Vickers Defence Systems of the 
United Kingdom. The other main contract, worth 
$300 million, went to the US Westinghouse Elec- 
tric Company for an automated air defence com- 
mand, control and communication system. Orders 
said to be in the pipeline included a $1,300 million 
purchase of armoured personnel carriers, expected 
to go to GKN of the UK. The government was also 
understood to be planning to order eight naval 
frigates at a cost of $2,000 million. 


Wi Last article p. 39293; reference article pp. R145-46. 


YEMEN 


Merger of ruling parties - 
Warning to foreigners 


President Ali Abdullah Saleh’s People’s Con- 

Party and the Yemen Socialist Party— 
which had ruled in the south before 
unification in May 1990 [see p. 37470]—were 
reported in mid-February to have agreed to 
unite to form the Yemeni Congress before the 
general election on April 27 [see pp. 39216; 
39293]. 


Oil and Mineral Resources Minister Salih 
Abu Bakr bin Hussain was reported on Feb. 8 
to have asked Hunt Oil, the US group respon- 
sible for most of Yemen’s 200,000 barrels per 
day oil output, to close down operations since 
the safety of its 300 expatriate employees 
could no longer be guaranteed because of the 
increasing lawlessness of some Yemeni 
tribes; his request followed an outbreak of 
attacks on expatriates. 


Wi Last article p. 39293; reference article pp. R146-47. 
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IRAN 


Anniversary speech by 
Rafsanjani - Report of power 


struggle 

President Hashemi Ali Akbar Rafsanjani, in a 
major address marking the anniversary of the 
overthrow of the monarchy on Feb. 11, 1979, 
called on “world thinkers” to change attitudes 
to the Islamic Republic. Rafsanjani said that 
30,000,000 people, half the population, were 
taking part in the national celebration, and that 
“revolutionary excitement” was growing. 


In statements to the diplomatic corps in Tehran on 
Feb. 10, Rafsanjani was said to have rejected as 
unfounded charges of Iranian militarism and sup- 
port for terrorism. At a rally in Tehran on Feb. 11, 
slogans were chanted against the USA and Israel. 
The Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) re- 
ported that 4-5,000,000 people were present, but 
Reuters news agency estimated the crowd at 
700,000. 


The Independent of Feb. 13 reported that at 
least five “commandos” of the underground 
Babak Khorramdin organization opposed to 
the Islamic regime had been killed in a battle 
with Rafsanjani’s presidential guards after at- 
tempting to ambush his motorcade at a cross- 
roads in north-west Tehran on Feb. 10. 


The report, citing a communiqué from the organiz- 
ation, said that three other attackers were arrested. 
It said that five of the commandos were military 
officers, including two Revolutionary Guards. 


Reports on Feb. 16 said that the formerly 
powerful Ayatollah Hossein Ali Montazeri, 
who resigned in March 1989 as the designated 
successor of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
before the latter’s death the following June 
[see pp. 36539; 36724-25], was under arrest. 


Montazeri, who reportedly continued to consider 
himself as the former leader’s successor, was said 
to have attacked senior clergy including the present 
spiritual leader, Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei in 
a lecture to theology students, annoying others in 
the religious hierarchy. Five of Montazeri’s aides 
were said to have been arrested and he was reported 
to have been taken away by security personnel to 
“a safer place” after crowds attacked his house in 
the holy city of Qom. The authorities denied that 
he had been arrested. 


Deteriorating relations with UK 


Ayatollah Khamenei, in an address to clerics 
on Feb. 12 which was broadcast nationally 
two days later, demanded that the United 
Kingdom hand over the British author Salman 
Rushdie to be killed according to the religious 
fatwa sentence of Khomeini dating from Feb. 
14, 1989. 


Khamenei had reaffirmed the edict, which resulted 
from the late Ayatollah’s objections to Rushdie’s 
novel The Satanic Verses, on Jan. 31 [see p. 39293], 
prompting Douglas Hurd, the UK Foreign and 
Commonweatlth Secretary, to denounce it at a 
meeting of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg on 
Feb. 2. 
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On Feb. 18 a UK Minister of State at the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office, Douglas Hogg, pro- 
tested to the Iranian chargé d’affaires, Gholamreza 
Ansari, against the “outrageous infringement” of 
Rushdie’s rights. Two days later it was reported 
that Iran had raised the visa fee for British business 
people from £14 (US$20) to £500 ($700) per trip. 
On Feb. 21 the author appealed on television to 
Prime Minister John Major to show support by 
appearing with him publicly, and it was reported 
two days later that Major had agreed to a meeting. 


Floods 


IRNA reported on Feb. 25 that floods affect- 
ing several provinces had killed 500 people 
and caused $1,000 million worth of damage 
in one of Iran’s worst natural disasters. The 
government was said to have appealed for 
international assistance. 


Bi Last article p. 39293; reference article pp. R136-38. 


EGYPT 


Protests against trade union 
legislation 


A law enacted by the People’s Assembly and 
signed by President Hosni Mubarak in mid- 
February prohibited unions from accepting 
money or gifts other than for official acti- 
Vities. 


The new law also stipulated that elections to 
unions’ executive posts would be invalid unless 50 
per cent of the membership took part, or 33 per cent 
in the case of second-round ballots. 


Professional unions representing doctors, 
lawyers and engineers launched a campaign 
on Feb. 17 against the legislation, which was 
seen as intended to curb the influence of the 
fundamentalist Muslim Brotherhood, which 
had succeeded in taking control of profes- 
sional unions, including the 120,000-strong 
lawyers’ syndicate in late 1992, ona very low 
turnout. 


Impact of terrorism on tourist industry 


Fuad Abdel-Latif Sultan, the Tourism and 
Civil Aviation Minister, was quoted in a Re- 
uters news agency report on Feb. 15 as saying 
that Muslim militants’ attacks on tourists 
since late 1992 had so far cost the country 
US$700 million in lost revenues [see pp. 
39168; 39214; 39295]. Sultan said that before 
bookings began to decline, 4,000,000 tourists 
had been expected in the 1992/93 financial 
year ending in June; revenues for the year 
were now likely to fall by $1,000 million. 


A petrol bomb was thrown at a bus carrying 15 
South Korean tourists near the pyramids on Feb. 4, 
slightly hurting three people. The same day an 
Islamic group, Jama’ah al-Islamiyah, issued a 
statement warning tourists not to visit the pyramids. 
On Feb. 9, gunmen opened fire near Asyut on a bus 
with 36 Germans aboard but harmed no one. 


Killings of foreigners - Arrests 


Three suspects were being held for murder 
after the body of an American woman tourist 
was found by the Cairo-Suez road on Feb. 18, 
Agence France-Presse reported. A Swedish 
tourist and a Turk as well as two Egyptians 
died when a bomb exploded in the Wadi al-Nil 
café in Tahrir Square in central Cairo on Feb. 
26, the first such incident in the capital. A third 
person, identified as a Somali, died later. 
About 20 people, including several foreign- 
ers, were reported to have been wounded. 
Police detained about 100 suspects. 


Several hundred suspected Islamic activists were 
rounded up in different places during the month, 
and police seized 1.5 tonnes of explosives at a 
house in the Haram district of Cairo. 


i Last article p- 39295; reference article pp. R135-36. 


LIBYA 


Reported evidence of 
chemical weapons plant 


The German daily Die Welt reported on Feb. 
15 that the authorities were investigating alle- 
gations that some German companies were 
exporting materials for use by Libya in con- 
struction of a chemical warfare plant. A Ger- 
man government spokesman said on the same 
day that two companies had been barred from 
supplying further materials, but that no pros- 
ecution was expected. 


The German government was said to have con- 
firmed that it knew that a Thai company was build- 
ing a poison gas plant identical to the 
German-constructed Pharma-150 factory at Rabta 
which was damaged by fire in March 1990 [see p. 
37333] in circumstances which remained obscure. 
The new plant was said to be located at Tarhunah, 
65 km south-east of Tripoli. 


Libya’s official Jana news agency put out a denial 
on Feb. 19, but the New York Times of Feb. 19 cited 
US intelligence agencies as confirming that Libya 
was building an underground chemical weapons 
factory capable of producing and storing poison gas 
but disguised as a water project. In a statement next 
day, the Libyan People’s Bureau for Foreign Liai- 
son and International Co-operation said that it was 
“deeply shocked” by the US allegations. 


Wi Last article p. 39295; reference article pp. R141-42. 


ALGERIA 


Renewal of emergency - 
Bomb attack on defence 
minister 


As expected, the government announced on 
Feb. 7 that the state of emergency imposed in 
February 1992 [see pp. 38790-91] was to be 
extended indefinitely, amid continuing vi- 
olence involving Islamic fundamentalists. 
The emergency had been tightened in Decem- 
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ber when a curfew was imposed in Algiers and 
surrounding areas [see p. 39249]. 


a relaxation of the emergency, introduced after the 
government cancelled a general election which the 
fundamentalist Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) ap- 
peared set to win, wanted “to deprive the state of 
the tools to fight terrorism and corruption”. Radio 


France Internationale on Feb. 8 cited the chairman 


of the Algerian National Human Rights Monitoring 


of emergency; of these 250 had been members of 
the security forces and 150 had been civilians killed 
because they were civil servants or “supporters of 
the regime”. 


On Feb. 13 Maj.-Gen. Khaled Nezzar, the 
Defence Minister, one of the five-member 
High Committee of State (HCS), escaped un- 
hurt in Algiers when a powerful bomb. went 
off under a parked car as he drove past. There 
were no casualties. A senior exiled FIS leader, 
Rabah Kebir, issued a statement supporting 
the attack, for which the FIS claimed respon- 
sibility. 


Reports represented the attack as marking a wave 
of new violence linked to Islamic fundamentalists, 
with a number of gunmen and policemen said to 
have been killed in separate incidents, and further 
arrests. Prime Minister Abdesselam Belaid was 
quoted on Feb. 26 as saying that 3,500 Islamist 
sympathisers remained under arrest. On Feb. 12 the 
Justice Ministry had announced the execution of 
four Islamic fundamentalists sentenced in May 


1992 for killing three soldiers while attempting to | 


steal weapons from a border post in November 
1991. 


On Feb. 16 the Supreme Court rejected appeals 
against 12-year sentences passed in July 1992 on 
two FIS leaders, Abassi Madani and Ali Belhadj 


[see p. 39030], in connection with anti-government 


activities in mid-1991. J 
Government reshuffle - Sentence on 
Benloucif 


Lakhdar Brahimi, regarded as one of the Arab 
world’s most respected diplomats, resigned as 
Foreign Affairs Minister on Feb. 3, prompting 
a minor reshuffle. 


Brahimi was replaced by Redha Malek, a member 
of the HCS. Algiers radio said that HSC Chairman 


Ali Kafi had appointed Belkacem Belarbi Minister ~ 


of Mines and Industry, replacing Abdennour Ker- 
amane, and Tahar Hamdias Minister of Labour and 
Social Affairs, in place of Maamar Be: 

Hamdi was in turn replaced as Minister-Delegate 
for Trade by Mustapha Mekraoui. Mohamed 
Arezki Isli was appointed Transport Minister. 


The former Chief of Staff, Maj.-Gen. Musta- 
pha Benloucif, was sentenced on Feb. 10 to 
15 years’ imprisonment for corruption, 
together with two others accused of illegal 
activities under the regime of President Chadli 


Bendjedid who resigned in January 1992 [see 


p. 38702]. 


Wi Last article p. 39294-95; reference article pp. R133-34. 
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MOROCCO 


Left parties’ boycott of 
electoral commission 


Four leading opposition parties, the Istig/al, 

the Socialist Union of Popular Forces, the 
Party of Progress and Socialism, and the Or- 
ganization of Democratic and Popular Action, 
announced on Feb. 7 that they were withdraw- 
ing from the national commission supervising 
the April 30 general election [see p. 39215]. 
The parties, all leftist, were said to have al- 
leged that the commission was not acting to 
gor that the elections would be free and 
air. 


Wi Last article p. 39215; reference article p. R142. 


WESTERN SAHARA 
Threat of renewed hostilities 


Reports in early February suggesting that the 
UN Security Council might incline towards 
legitimizing Morocco’s long-contested an- 
nexation of the territory prompted a warning 
of renewed guerrilla war from the secretary- 
general of the Polisario Front, Mohammed 
Abdelaziz. Abdelaziz told correspondents in 
Madrid on Feb. 21 that Polisario regarded as 


‘DISARMAMENT 


Byelarus ratification of START | 
and Non-Proliferation Treaty 


The Byelarus parliament on Feb. 4 ratified, by 
218 votes to one with 60 abstentions, the 
Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty I (START 
I) [see p. 38320] and the Lisbon protocol [see 
p. 38937] requiring the surrender of all 81 
SS-25 single nuclear warhead missiles which 
it had inherited from the former Soviet nuclear 
arsenal. It also ratified the nuclear Non-Pro- 
liferation Treaty (NPT); an agreement with 
Russia on the status of nuclear weapons in 
Byelarus; and an accord co-ordinating mili- 
tary activities with Russia. 

In July 1992 Kazakhstan had become the first state 
to ratify the START I treaty and its accompanying 
protocols, although it had not signed the NPT treaty 
formalizing its non-nuclear status. START I was 
ratified by the USA and Russia in October and 
November 1992 respectively [see pp. 39169; 
39216]. Ukraine alone had yet to ratify START I 
and the Lisbon protocol under which Russia would 
be designated the only nuclear power in the Com- 
oa of Independent States (CIS) [see p. 


On Feb. 18 Ukraine was reported to have postponed 
the ratification of START I after claiming that 
security guarantees offered by Russia during a 


acceptable only one of the three options said 
to be under consideration by the Security 
Council—viz. further talks on ways of nar- 
rowing differences between Morocco and the 
Front. 


Other options reportedly put forward by UN Sec- 
retary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali were said to 
be either staging a referendum using revised voting 
criteria, as suggested by the previous UN Secre- 
tary-General, Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, or seeking an 
entirely new approach. 


The Polisario Front’s guerrilla campaign was sus- 
pended in September 1991 when a UN-supervised 
ceasefire came into effect pending a referendum 
[see p. 38456]. Neither side had since been able to 
agree on an electoral list, and the UN special envoy 
to the territory, Yakoub Khan, had submitted a 
pessimistic report in October 1992 on the prospects 
of a resolution [see p. 39216]. 


Bi Last article p. 39216; reference article p. R146. 


IN BRIEF 


ISRAEL: Two new chief rabbis—Eliahu Bakshi- 
Doron (Sephardic) and Yisrael Meir Lau (Ashke- 
nazi)—-were elected by an electoral college of 
rabbis on Feb. 21; their candidacies had been sup- 
ported by Shas (a member of the Labour-led coali- 
tion) but opposed by the National Religious Party. 


meeting in Moscow on Jan. 15 [see pp. 39284; 
39297] were inadequate. 


It was confirmed by a Russian naval spokesman on 
Feb. 4 that all tactical nuclear weapons had been 
withdrawn from Russian naval vessels. The with- 
drawal had been announced in October 1991 [see 
p. 38553] and reaffirmed in January 1992 [see pp. 
38744-45]. 


US-Russian uranium accord 


The signing on Feb. 19 of a US-Russian ac- 
cord for the sale of 50 tonnes of Russian 
uranium extracted from nuclear weapons for 
reprocessing as nuclear reactor fuel was re- 
ported by the ITAR-TASS news agency. The 
deal, worth US$1,000 million over a five-year 
period, followed several months of negotia- 
tions [see p. 39121], and was expected to be 
the first step towards a longer-term agreement 
to sell a total of 500 tonnes over a 10-year 


period. 


The first meeting between Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Andrei Kozyrev and the new US Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher, held in Geneva on Feb. 
25, ended with the announcement of a US-Russian 
summit meeting scheduled for April 4 at an as yet 
undecided venue. 


i Last article p. 39296-97; reference article p. R150. 
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UNITED NATIONS 


Creation of war crimes 
tribunal 


The UN Security Council, in a historic deci- 
sion on Feb. 22, unanimously adopted Resol- 
ution 808 on the establishment of a war crimes 
tribunal for the former Yugoslavia. The resol- 
ution asked the Secretary-General to submit 
within 60 days proposals for creating such a 
tribunal to try persons charged with serious 
violations of international humanitarian law 
committed since 1991. 

The last such body had been the Nuremberg tribu- 
nal, created by the victorious Allies after World 
War II to try Nazi war criminals. 


On Feb. 9 the UN Secretary-General Boutros Bou- 
tros-Ghali had forwarded to the Security Council 
an interim report by a Commission of Experts on 
war crimes in the former Yugoslavia. The Commis- 
sion’s report had endorsed the creation of a war 
crimes tribunal by the Security Council, or by an- 
other international body, and had also urged the 
completion of its database on human rights viol- 
ations in the former Yugoslavia “to provide the 
foundation for the formulation of conclusions on 
the evidence of war crimes”. The Secretary- 
General was understood to have informed the Com- 
mission that a trust fund would shortly be 
established to finance the Commission’s work. 


Report on financial crisis 


An international panel led by former UN 
Under-Secretary-General Sir Brian Urquhart 
was reported on Feb. 23 to have submitted a 
report to Boutros-Ghali on the UN’s financial 
crisis [see pp. 39121; 39217]. The report 
called for a US$400,000,000 revolving fund, 
financed by three annual assessments on 
member states, to cover start-up costs for 
peacekeeping operations. 


Noting that the number of UN peacekeepers 
had risen from 15,000 two years previously to 
nearly 55,000 at present, the report also rec- 
ommended the creation of an additional uni- 
fied peacekeeping budget to manage 
operations and provide common services, to 
be financed by a single annual assessment. 
While suggesting measures to encourage gov- 
ermments to pay assessments on time, the 
panel strongly urged that the Secretary- 
General be granted greater authority to react 
more swiftly in emergencies. 


The report came amid confirmation of the UN’s 
deepening financial crisis. On Feb. 22 the UN’s 
budget deficit was officially estimated to stand at 
US$2,400 million, with the peacekeeping oper- 
ation deficit reaching US$1,100 million. Only 18 
of the UN’s 180 members had paid their contribu- 
tions in full by the Jan. 31 deadline, representing 
20 per cent of the total 1993 regular budget. The 
USA remained the organization’s biggest debtor, 
owing dues totalling US$845,700,000, of which 
US$549,500,000 was owed to the regular budget, 
while US$296,200,000 was outstanding on the 
peacekeeping budget. Total assessments for the 
UN’s regular and peacekeeping operations budgets 
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for 1993 stood at US$1,070 million and 
US$681,000,000, respectively. 


Creation of new ECOSOC body 


The first organizational meeting of the newly 
established 53-member Commission on Sus- 
tainable Development, recommended by the 
1992 United Nations Conference on Environ- 
ment and Development (UNCED) [see p. 
38947], was held in New York on Feb. 24-26 
under the auspices of the United Nations 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). 


Wi Last article p. 39251; reference article p. R156. 


INDUSTRIALIZED 
COUNTRIES 


G-7 Finance Ministers’ 
meeting 


Finance Ministers and central bank governors 
from the Group of Seven (G-7) industrialized 
countries gathered in London on Feb. 27 for 
what the UK Chancellor Norman Lamont de- 
scribed as a “wide-ranging, informal review 
of the world economic scene”. The session, 
billed additionally as an occasion to introduce 
the new US Treasury team headed by US 
Treasury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen, was note- 
worthy for its non-adversarial spirit, with 
ministers deliberately according a low 
priority to policy co-ordination. The decision 
not to issue a formal communiqué or recom- 
mend firm policies was also understood to 
have contributed to the smooth running of the 
talks. 


Nevertheless differences had emerged, most 
notably over the issue of Japan’s rising trade 
surplus, estimated in 1992 to have soared by 
61 per cent to US$117,600 million and re- 
garded by G-7 ministers as unacceptably high 
for the recession-hit industrialized world. 
Pressure on Japan to open markets, expand its 
domestic economy and absorb an upward re- 
valuation of the yen against the US dollar and 
some European currencies, notably the Ger- 
man mark, appeared to have been firmly re- 
sisted. Ata press conference after the meeting, 
Japan’s Finance Minister Yoshiro Hayashi 
dismissed US demands for further fiscal 
measures to revive the Japanese economy be- 
yond those outlined in a special economic 
rescue package [see p. 39049] and in existing 
budget plans [see p. 39236]. On Feb. 28, how- 
ever, Hayashi conceded that Japan would seek 
to “promote domestic demand” after reports 
that G-7 leaders had switched tactics by urg- 
ing Japan to stimulate its economy as a way 
of attracting more imports to curb its trade 
surplus. 


Unlike previous meetings there was reportedly less 
pressure on Germany to reduce interest rates, in the 
hope that the recent slump in the German economy 
would generate enough domestic pressure on the 
German Bundesbank to lower rates. There was 
strong approval for the new US administration’s 


deficit-reduction package and its support for the 
Uruguay Round of multilateral trade talks. How- 
ever, ministers remained gloomy about the pros- 
pects of curbing rising unemployment in the 
industrialized world. 


Proposals mooted informally to strengthen the G-7 
structure included dispensing with routine com- 
muniqués, holding quarterly meetings and seeking 
greater participation by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). 


I Last article p. 38990. 


GATT 


US-EC disagreement over 
subsidies and public 
procurement 


An emerging trade dispute between the Euro- 
pean Communities (EC) and the USA threat- 
ened the successful conclusion of the Uruguay 
Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). The latest disagreement, 
involving European subsidies to the Airbus 
consortium and public procurement contracts, 
came as the US administration confirmed on 
Feb. 11 that it would seek an extension of the 
“fast-track” negotiating authority, due to ex- 
pire on March 1, under which the US Con- 
gress would be obliged to approve (or reject) 
a trade deal without amendment. 


Friction over European subsidies oversha- 
dowed talks in Washington between the UK 
Prime Minister John Major and US President 
Bill Clinton on Feb. 24. In early February 
Clinton had called on the EC “to quit subsi- 
dizing” its Airbus industry, and on Feb. 20 he 
had blamed EC Airbus subsidies for redun- 
dancies announced by the US aircraft manu- 
facturer, Boeing, at its plant in Seattle. EC 
officials claimed, however, that state support 
for commercial aircraft makers had already 
been tightened under an EC-US accord signed 
in July 1992. 


Disagreement over subsidies was aggravated 
by US-EC tension centring on public bidding. 
On Feb. 1 the EC’s External Trade Commis- 
sioner, Sir Leon Brittan, had described as 
“unilateral bullying” a US decision, effective 
from March 22, barring European companies 
from bidding for some US federal utility con- 
tracts in retaliation against an EC directive 
giving member states favoured status in tele- 
communications and procurement by govern- 
ment-owned utilities. 


Meanwhile attempts to resolve the row over US 
duties imposed on European steel imports in 
January [see p. 39298], gained momentum after 
GATT trade officials meeting in late February were 
said to be negotiating a multilateral steel agreement 
(MSA) after talks collapsed in March 1992 over 
permissible subsidies and anti-dumping action. 


On Feb. 22 the French Prime Minister Pierre Bé- 
régovoy called for GATT talks to start “from 
scratch”, warning that France would veto the US- 
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EC agreement on farm subsidies reached in No- 
vember 1992 [see pp. 39176-77]. 


New membership 
Swaziland joined GATT on Feb. 8 as its 106th 
contracting party. On Feb. 9 the GATT Coun- 


cil approved a protocol opening the way for 
the accessions of the Czech Republic and 


Slovakia which was expected to be formalized 


in March. 
BB Last article p. 39297-98; reference article pp. R151-52. 


OPEC 


Seventh. ministerial 
monitoring committee 
meeting 


Oil Ministers from the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), 
meeting in Vienna on Feb. 13-16, agreed to 
cut global OPEC oil output by nearly 
1,000,000 barrels per day (bpd) from 
24,580,000 bpd to 23,582,000 bpd in the sec- 
ond quarter of 1993. The deal, limiting Ku- 
wait’s second-quarter output to 1,600,0000 
bpd, was reached amid reports of tough 
wrangling prompted by Kuwait’s insistence 
on remaining exempt from quota limits be- 
cause of special circumstances arising from its 
need to recover revenue lost during the Gulf 
war. Iran and Saudi Arabia, which had pre- 
viously been unwilling to reduce production 
[see pp. 39120; 39218], agreed to accept 


quotas of 3,340,000 bpd and 8,000,000 bpd — 


respectively. 


Hopes of a deal had risen after Kuwait indi- 
cated that it would accept a lower quota on 
condition that the official communiqué in- 
cluded a reference, as it did, to a production 


allocation in the third quarter for Kuwait “in — 


parity with the production allocation to other 
countries with similar production capacity, 
historical market share and quota”. 


However, the fragility of the final agreement 
was underlined almost immediately after- 
wards when Iran’s Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Agazadeh on Feb. 17 dismissed claims by 
Kuwait’s Oil Minister, Ali Ahmad al-Baghli, 
that the communiqué represented an “explicit 


agreement” that his country would be © 


awarded parity with the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) at OPEC’s next meeting scheduled for 
June. The UAE’s quota under the latest deal 


was set at 2,161,000 bpd; under OPEC’s last 
formal quota system agreed in July 1990, 


Kuwait and the UAE had been awarded ident- 
ical quotas of 1,500,000 bpd for roughly simi- 
lar production capacity of around 2,500,000 
bpd [see p. 37631]. Kuwait’s oil production 
meanwhile was e: to reach 2,000,000 
bpd by March. 


Iran’s reported opposition to any mention of parity 


or overt reference to Kuwait’s special post-war 


circumstances was to have stemmed 
from fears of a return to pre-Gulf war OPEC allo- 


39346 


ee 
‘ 


Keesing’s Record of World Events 


cations under which parity had bound Iran and Iraq 
to identical quotas of 3,140,000 bpd. Iraq, which 


did not send its minister to the meeting but had its - 


quota cut from 500,000 bpd to 400,000 bpd, was 
reported on Feb. 18 to have rejected the deal as 
“nonsense”, saying that it regarded the July 1990 
quota system, with its entrenched parity between 


_ Tran and Iraq, as the sole benchmark for OPEC 


allocations. 3 


Analysts noted that the success of the latest agree- 
ment in pushing oil prices up towards OPEC’s 
reference price of US$21 per barrel would depend 
on members’ willingness to abide by their respec- 
tive allocations. Actual OPEC production had been 
running at just over 25,000,000 bpd in January in 
violations of quotas established in November [see 
p. 39218]. 


Wi Last article p. 39218; sixth ministerial monitoring meet- 
ing p. 38794; reference article p. R155. 


WORLD ECONOMIC 
FORUM 


Annual meeting 


Leaders attending the annual meeting of the 
World Economic Forum in Davos, Switzer- 
land, on Jan. 31-Feb. 4 urged the adoption of 
a bold plan for global economic recovery and 
the speedy conclusion of the Uruguay Round 
of multilateral trade talks. The economic situ- 
ation of the countries of the former Soviet bloc 
dominated discussions, with Russia assuring 
Western nations of its continued commitment 
to radical economic reform. As on previous 


-. occasions the Forum was marked by bilateral 
_ talks between government leaders who met to 


discuss issues of regional and international 
interest. 


Wi Last article p. 38795. 


ECONOMIC 
CO-OPERATION 
ORGANIZATION 


Third meeting 


Foreign ministers of the Economic Co-oper- 
ation Organization (ECO) held their third 
regular meeting at Quetta, Pakistan, on Feb. 
6-7, agreeing on a “plan of action to promote 
co-operation”, according to Radio Pakistan. 


Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, and the five ex-Soviet 
Central Asian republics—Kazakhstan, Kirgizstan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan—joined 
the ECO during 1992 [see pp. 38792; 39193]; the 


original three members were Iran, Pakistan and 
Turkey. 


i Last article p. 39193. 


AVIATION 


Iranian air crash 


All 132 people aboard an Iranian-chartered 
airliner bound for the holy city of Mashad 
were killed on Feb. 8 when it collided with a 
Russian-built Sukhoi military aircraft minutes 
after taking off from Tehran’s Mehrabad air- 
port. The airliner, a Russian-made Tupolev- 
154, was reportedly one of 10 Russian 
airliners chartered by Iran Air Tours, a subsi- 
diary of the national carrier, Iran Air. 


Hijackings 


A German Lufthansa Airbus with 104 people 
on board was hijacked to New York on Feb. 
11 while on a flight from Frankfurt to Cairo. 
The incident ended peacefully with the sur- 
render at Kennedy Airport of the hijacker, an 
Ethiopian, Nebiu Zewolde Demeke, who had 
reportedly been refused political asylum in 
Germany. It raised fresh fears, however, about 
security lapses at Frankfurt, the airport where 
a bomb had allegedly been smuggled on board 
the PanAm jet which blew up over the Scottish 
town of Lockerbie in December 1988 [see p. 
36409]. 


An Azerbaijani, Tamerlane Musayev, was 
charged with air piracy on Feb. 21 after he 
hijacked a Russian airliner on a domestic 
flight from Tyumen, Siberia, and forced it to 
ore in Stockholm, the swedish capital, on 
Feb. 20. 


i Last article p. 39299; reference article p. R148-49. 


SPACE RESEARCH 
Space mirror 


A Russian 20-metre diameter orbiting mirror, 
made of aluminium-coated plastic thinner 
than a human hair, was deployed from an 
unmanned Pioneer cargo vessel on Feb. 4 as 
part of an experiment testing the feasibility of 
extending daylight hours during polar winters 
in northern territories. Cosmonauts in the 
nearby Mir space station filmed a narrow 
beam of reflected sunlight flashed by the mir- 
ror across Europe in about six minutes. The 
mirror was seen as a bright spot in southem 
France but cloud obscured it as the beam 
played across southern Germany, Poland and 
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Byelarus. The mirror burned up in the atmos- 
phere on Feb. 7. 


Cosmonauts Antoly Solovyov and Sergei Avdeyev 
returned to Earth on Feb. 1. During their 189-day 
flight they had modernized the space station and 
completed four space walks. 


US space station funding 


As reported on Feb. 20 Daniel Goldin, head 
of the US National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) officially announced 
that funding of the Freedom space station was 
to be cut (it was thought to US$7,600 million 
over the next four years) and that the project 
would have to be “redefined”. The actual con- 
struction of the station, due to begin in 1996, 
was projected to cost at least US$30,000 mil- 
lion. 


Wi Last article p. 39299; reference article pp. 155-56. 


IN BRIEF 


ENVIRONMENT: Environment Ministers from 
21 eastern European and former Soviet states met 
in Washington, USA, on Feb. 23; they agreed to 
exchange more information on environmental 
problems, established a list of the most acute envi- 
ronmental problems in the region, including the 
drying up of the Aral Sea and air and water pollu- 
tion in major Russian cities, and expressed the hope 
that financial and technical assistance from the 
West could help solve these problems. 


IFC: ITAR-TASS news agency reported on Feb. 
18 that Kirgizstan had become the first central 
Asian republic of the former Soviet Union to be 
accepted as a member of the International Finance 
Corporation, the World Bank affiliate, whose 
membership had stood at 147 as of October 1992. 


NATO: The rejection of Albania’s application for 
membership of the North Atlantic Treaty Organiz- 
ation (NATO) was reported by Reuters news 
agency on Jan. 26. 


OIC: President Ali Hassan Mwinyi of Tanzania on 
Jan. 28 backed Zanzibar’s membership of the Or- 
ganization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) [see pp. 
39251; 39299] saying that Zanzibar had sought 
inclusion on economic rather than religious 


grounds. 


UNESCO: The Czech Republic on Feb. 23 joined 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), bringing total 
membership to 172. 


WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION: Slova- 
kia joined the WHO on Feb. 8, bringing total mem- 
bership to 183 [for last accession see p. 39171]. 
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EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES Bundesbank interest rate 
cut - EC steel industry - Hoover decision to relocate - 
Membership negotiations for Austria, Finland and Sweden 
- Relations with Romania - Banana imports 39339 

FALKLAND (MALVINAS) ISLANDS Investigation into 
alleged atrocities during Falklands war 39315 

FINLAND EC membership negotiations 39339 
Resignation of SSDP leader 39340 

FRANCE _ Developments in cases affecting leading 
politicians - Controversy over Mafia report - Decree on 
commemoration of Jewish persecution under Vichy - 
Proposals on constitutional changes 39336 

GATT US-EC disagreement 39346 

GEORGIA Strained relations with Russia 39334 

GERMANY Defence expenditure freeze - Public-sector 
pay settlement - New PDS leader - Dismissal of 
Mecklenburg minister - Continuing racist attacks - Kohl’s 
visit to Japan 39336 

GREECE Protests over religious identification on identity 
cards - Statement on return of former King 39338 

GUATEMALA Resumption of peace talks 39312 

HAITI UN-OAS civil mission - Ferry tragedy 39312 

HONG KONG Govemor’s reform package 39317 


ion of Finance 
Minister - Failure of IMF talks - Privatizations 39330 

IFC Kirgizstan membership 39347 

INDIA Banning of BJP rally - Approval of 1993-94 budget 

- Ministerial appointments - World Bank loan - Foreign 

relations - Developments in states 39322 39325 

INDONESIA New armed forces chief - Nominations for 
Sutrisno as Vice-President - Visit by German Chancellor - 
Purchase of warships 39325 

INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES 
Ministers’ meeting 39346 

IRAN Anniversary speech by Rafsanjani - Report of power 
struggle - Deteriorating relations with UK - Floods 39343 

IRAQ Appeal for lifting of UN sanctions - UN weapons 
inspection - Deployment of UN border troops - Opposition 
meeting - Regional states’ meeting on Kurdish question - 
Economy - Party merger 39342 

IRELAND 1993 budget 39335 

ISRAEL Israeli compromise over Palestinian deportees - 
Unrest in Israeli-occupied territories 39341 Election of 
Chief Rabbis 39345 

ITALY: Visit by Albanian Prime Minister 39329 
Agreemants with India 39323 Government resignations in 
Milan corruption affair - New Radical Party secretary - 
Northern League control of councils - Mafia arrest - Ban on 
tankers from Venice lagoon 39337 

JAMAICA Debt rescheduling 39316 

JAPAN Debate over military role - Interest rate cut - 
Continued difficulties of ruling party - By-election defeat - 
Supreme Court dismissal of appeals by condemned Red 
Army members 39319 

JORDAN Registration of new parties - Appointment of 
new Mufti of Jerusalem 39341 

KAZAKHSTAN Formation of new pro-government party 
- Production slump 39319 

KENYA Visit by IMF delegation - Train crash 39304 

KIRGIZSTAN Dismissal of Economy Minister - Foreign 
relations 39320 

KOREA, NORTH Dispute with IAEA over issue of 
nuclear inspections 39317 

KOREA, SOUTH Inauguration of President - 
Developments within opposition 39318 Visit by 
Vietnamese Foreign Minister 39324 

KUWAIT Investigation of KIO scandal - UN decision on 
border force - Foreign Minister’s visits 39343 

LAOS Meeting of Mekong co-operation committee 39324 
National Assembly session - New Council of Ministers 
39325 

LEBANON Fighting in southem Lebanon - Initialling of 
World Bank loan - Rift in Phalangist Party - Visit by Hariri 
to other Middle Eastern states 39341 

LESOTHO Major Cabinet changes 39302 

LIBERIA Continuing ECOMOG advances - 
Government-ULIMO co-operation committee 39306 

LIBYA Reported evidence of chemical weapons plant 
39344 

LIECHTENSTEIN General election 39336 

LITHUANIA Presidential elections 39334 

MACEDONIA Greek concessions over name - Shooting 
of Albanian at border crossing 39328 

MADAGASCAR Election victory for Zafy 39308 

MALAYSIA Compromise on constitutional amendments - 
Military reshuffle - Foreign relations 39325 

MALI Death sentence for Traoré - Agreement on army 
integration 39307 

MAYOTTE French police sent to Mayotte 39309 

MIDDLE EAST Israeli compromise over Palestinian 
deportees - Christopher’s Middle East tour - Unrest in 
Israeli-occupied territories 39341 

MOLDOVA  Moldovan-Russian talks - IMF credit 39333 

MONTSERRAT Freeing of former government ministers 
39312 

MOROCCO Left parties’ boycott of electoral commission 
39345 

MOZAMBIQUE Delays in peace process 39303 

NATO Rejection of Albanian membership 39347 

NEPAL Floating of rupee 39323 

NETHERLANDS DAF rescue package - Legislation on 
euthanasia - Legislation against discrimination 39335 

NICARAGUA Establishment of reconciliation commission 
- Anti-government demonstrations 39313 

NIGER Legislative elections - Tuareg attack 39306 

NIGERIA Economic proposals - Disqualification of 
presidential hopefuls 39305 

OIC Zanzibar membership 39347 

OPEC Seventh ministerial monitoring committee meeting 
39346 

PAKISTAN Land reform in Sind - Release of Zardari - 
Further controversy over general election - Resolution on 
minority worship - Non-proliferation talks with Japan - 
Agreements with France, Turkey and Poland 39321 

PANAMA Kidnapping of US missionaries - Rejection of 
invasion damage claims 39313 

PAPUA NEW GUINEA Government advance in 
Bougainville - Prime Minister’s visit to Indonesia 39326 

PERU Local elections - Sentencing of lawyers - US 


HUNGARY Cabinet reshuffle - Resignati 


G-7 Finance 


assistance 39314 
PHILIPPINES Presidential visit to Singapore - Release of 
nuns - Purge of police force - Volcano eruption 39326 
POLAND Approval of 1993 budget - Formation of 
committee by anti-Walesa campaigners - Signing of 
abortion law - State enterprise pact - Strike in Lodz region - 
Defence co-operation agreement with Germany 39330 
ROMANIA Anti-government demonstrations - 
of organization by former Securitate members - Iliescu’s 
visit to Brussels - Visit by Turkish and Greek Foreign 
Ministers 39331 Association agreement with EC 59340 
RUSSIA Political manoeuvring between Yeltsin and 
Khasbulatov - Economic affairs 39331 
RWANDA Escalation of hostilities 39304 
SENEGAL Election violence 39306 
SINGAPORE Visit by Philippines President 39326 
SLOVAKIA Currency split with Czech Republic - 
Election of Kovac as President - Growing rift in HZDS 
39329 
SOMALIA Difficult transition from US to UN 
peacekeeping - Violent anti-US demonstrations - Clashes in 
Kismayu - Agreement on talks 39308 
SOUTH AFRICA Goverment-ANC 
parliamentaryrepresentation - Abolition of Own Affairs 
system - Government rights charter - ANC newspaper 
39302 
SPACE RESEARCH Space mirror 39347 
SPAIN Prime Minister’s visit to India 39323 Arrest of 
ETA leaders - Rise in unemployment 39337 
SRI LANKA Prison camp allegations 39327 : 
SUDAN Reported human rights violations - Pope’s visit - 
Government’s talks with SPLA - plight of civilians -_- 
Dismissal of Foreign Affairs Minister 39307 
SWEDEN Russian admission of submarine activity 39334 
EC membership negotiations 39339 : 
SYRIA Removal of Douba as military intelligence chief 
39341 
TAIWAN Appointment of new Premier 39316 
TAJIKISTAN Creation of new ministry - Continued 
government offensive - Peacekeeping talks with Russia - 
Election of new chief kazi - Price rises - Foreign relations 
39320 
TANZANIA Exchange of ministries 39309 
THAILAND Meeting of Mekong co-operation committee 
39324 
TOGO Continuing crisis 39305 
TONGA General election 39326 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO Serious labour unrest 39312 
TURKEY Military agreement with Pakistan 39322 
President’s visit to Bulgaria 39329 Foreign Minister’s 
visit to Romania 39331 Implication of Iran in murder of 
journalists - Hunger strikes - New privatization agency 
49339 
TURKMENISTAN Foreign relations - Economic reforms 
39320 
UGANDA Planned constituent assembly - Papal visit 
39304 
UKRAINE Energy issues - Privatization process - 
Disturbances in Donbass - New armed forces chief - 
Kravchuk’s visit to UK - Talks with Germany - Defence 
tion agreement with Poland 39332 pe 
UNESCO Czech membership 39347 
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES Purchase of French tanks 
39343 
UNITED KINGDOM Income tax payment by Queen - 
Guinness case - Law Lords’ Tuling to allow death of 
Hillsborough disaster victim - Juvenile crime 39335 
UNITED NATIONS Killing of UN workers in 
Afghanistan 39321 Activities in Iraq 39342 Creation of 
war crimes tribunal - Report on financial crisis 39345 
UNITED STATES Unveiling of economic plan - 
Nomination of Attorney General - Defence cuts - Family 
Leave Act - Relaxation of rules governing Medicaid - 
Immunization programme for children - Dismantling of 
anti-union regulations - Bombing of World Trade Center 
39309 
UZBEKISTAN Human rights issues - Action against 
dissidents - ee a government gem sad in other 
kidnappings and - New Foreign Minister - 
Economy - Foreign relations 39321 
VATICAN Papal visit to Uganda 39304 Papal visit to 
Sudan 39307 
VENEZUELA Provincial unrest 39314 = 
VIETNAM Foreign relations 39324 
bist IRN SAHARA Threat of renewed hostilities 
9: 
WHO Slovakia membership 39347 
WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM Annual meeting 39347 
ree Merger of ruling parties - Warning to foreigners it 
39343 
YUGOSLAVIA Calls for sanctions compensation - New 
pie Minister - Serbian representation in parliament 
ZAIRE International isolation of Mobutu 39303 
ZIMBABWE tuling - Joint military training 
manoeuvres with USA - Riot deaths 39303 


- Inkatha 
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